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Chapter- 1

The Solace of Solitude in Anita Desai's Fire on the Mountain
Ms Vinitha Fernando R
Assistant Professor of English,
Shrimati Indira Gandhi College, Tiruchirappaili

Abstract

This article explores the Solace of Solitude in Anita Desai's Fire on the Mountain
It portrays the isolation of the protagonist, Nandakaul, in a unique manner. Nandakaul
sacrifices a lot for her family and lives only for her family She never thinks of life on her
own. She often feels allenated among her family members and even from her hushand.
Nandakaul's great-granddaughter, Raka, also feels alienated. She dislikes her parents
because they always fight with each other. This childhood experience makes her isolated
and depressed. So, she is sent to seek refuge under the care of her grandmother But
both are alienated from each other in the hills of Kasauli. Nandakaul is a recluse out of
vengeance for a long line of duty and obligation, but her great-granddaughter is a
recluse by nature. Like Nanda and Raka, all the other characters also suffer from the
isolation experienced by the characters in the selected novel Anita Desai's protagonists
are like trapped birds. The characters feel that the world seems to separate them from
their environment. They are helpless and feel like trapped birds. They are caught
between attachment and detachment, as well as a desire to live and a desire to die
There is a need for self-recognition and to develop self-protective tendencies for their
survival and to face reality.

Keywords: solation. Journey, Hopeless, Alienation, and Entrapment.

Anita Desai is a well-known novelist in Indian English literature. She was born in
Mussoorie on June 24th, 1937, Her father was Bengali, while her mather was German
She grew up in English, Hindi, Bengali, and German. Her first language was English. She
began her writing at the ape of seven in English. The positve atmosphere at home and a
Very credative imagination helped her to be mature in her vision. She has written novels,
stories, children's books, and articles. She is often considered a psychological novelist
and a feminist who deals with major themes of isolation, lack of communication, inner
struggle, man-woman relationships, and martial discords. Her meticulous depictions of
modemn Indian life have secured her a place of honour in the pantheon of Indian

authors.
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She has authored as many as sixteen works of fiction. Her important works are:
Cry, The Peacock (1963), Voices in the City (1965), Bve-bye Blockbird {1971), and Where
Shall We Go This Summer? (1975], Fire on the Mauntain [1977), Games at Twilight
(1978), Clear Light of Day (1980, In Custody {1984 ), Fasting, Feasting (1999), the Zigzag
Way (2004), and The Artist of Disappearance [2011). She has won a prestigious Sahitya
Academy Award for her novel. Fire on the Mountain [1977), for the year 1994. She has
received so many prestigious awards, including the Fadma Bhushan in the year 2014,

She uses memaories of the past, which is nostalgia, as a narrative technique Her
distinct style of writing, original characters, use of language, realistic theme, and
narrative technique have made her writing so endearing, which earned her many words,
recognition, and awards for her work. Her female characters are generally neurotic and
highly sensitive. They are unwilling to adjust to reality. They live in an alienated world of
dreams and fantasy and stand separated from their surroundings.

In the novel Fire on the Mountain, Desai explores the effectiveness of escapism as
a coping mechanism set in Kasauli, a hill station, focused on three women and their
complex experiences in life. It is a female-centred narrative that portrays the lives of
three women: the elderly Nandakaul, her great-granddaughter Raka and Nandakau!'s
lifelong friend [la Das, who one by one retreat to a cardigan, a small villa in the twao
cardigans, and a small villa in the Himalayan hill station of Kasauli to escape the brutal
patriarchal world in which they have lived.

This novel faces a host of complex and hostile forces which affect their minds,
inflicting thwarting effects. These forces are social, cultural, as well as familial and they
are the various kinds of women's issues that question, deny, or curtail even their basic
rights as human beings. Sometimes women become unwilling victims. Sometimes they
will be compelled to go along with the cultural force, as they could not resist it. At other
times, they go by their nature, and at still ather times, they get caught in the weh of
these entangling forces.

Mandakaul, the female protagonist in the novel, has been portrayed as "solace” in
the alienated situation. The etymology of the word "solace” comes from the old French
waord "soles”, which means a feeling of freedom from worry and disappointment. The
ward solace also has a Latin orgin,’ solarium’, which means comfort The word solitude

originated in Latin a3’ solitudine ', which means’ the stale of being alone. Nandakaul
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jealously treasures her solitude and peace so much, so that any hint of intrusion into the
same annoys beyond her measures,

When the novel begins, it slowly unfurls the life of Nandakaul in all its quiet

solitude. It seems that Nanda hates human company. [t makes her feel cheated out of her
right to some quiet time with herself after all the vears of duty towards the family She
loves her solitude, treasures it and guards with jealous relish. It focuses on the
oppressive lives of three women, Nandakaul, Raka, and 1la Das. The female protagomnist,
Nandakaul, faces existential problems and lives in isolation. The inner turmoil of a small
girl, Raka, is haunted by a sense of uselessness, and the plight of a helpless woman, lla
Das, conflicts with powerful forces, resulting in her tragic death. The feelings of
alienation experienced by Mandakaul are due to the burden and responsibilities of her
family. Her past life has been disgusting and full of tiredness Being the wife of the
Vice-Chancellor, she has to encounter many visitors and cater to their needs. She feels
happy when the responsibilities come to an end "She had been so glad when it was
over”" She had been glad to leave it all behind, in the plains, like a great, heavy, difficule
hook that she had read through and was not required to read again, "[32) She was not
content and satisfied with her own life. Her trauma as a housewile is presented as;
Her life when she was the Vice-Chancellor’s wife and of the hub of o small but intensely
busy world, had not pleased her, Its crowding hod stiffed her.. too many trays of teo would
have to be made and carried to her hushand'’s duty, to her mother-in-lfow’s bedroom, to the
veranda that was the gathering place for afl, at oil times of the day. Too many meals, foo
many dishes on the table, too much to wash up after. (30)

She appears to be the centre of the consciousness that is built up in the novel,
Her mind is assailed by painful memories In her husband's home, she was the
homemaker. She was the centre of a bustling joint family. As she expressed in these lines,
She presided with such authority that visitors who came (o coll were taken aback and left
stightly gaping. She had her cane chair there too, and she had sat there, not still ond
emptily, and mending clothes, sewing on strings and buttons, and letting out hems.. she
thought of that hubbub and of how she hod monaged and how everyoneg had soid,
pretending to think she couldn't hear but wanting her to, "lsn't she splendid?” lsn't she like
aqueen? " (17-18)
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When the novel begins, Mandakaul is presented as a recluse, except In the
company of some servants. She dislikes human contact because “she desired no one and
nothing else. "Whatever else came, or happened here, would be an unwelcome intrusion
and distraction”(3). She spends her days in isolation. Nandakaul’s past disturbances in
her family leave an everlasting impact on her mind, and she broods over that. She is
engulfed by those memories, and she needs to remove these disturbing memories. She
was alienated from her husband and children. She has felt "her failure to comfort
children, her total inability to place herself in another's position and act accordingly”
(97). As Desai said, "She had suffered from the nimiety, the disorder, the Muctuating and
unpredictable excess” (32). Her memories are linked in her mind with present actions,
and it traps her to a greater extent. She broods over her past life, which was empty and
felt discontented
Nandakau! withdraws from everything in her life and seeks stillness. As R 5. Sharma's
Movement and Stillmess in Anita Desai’s Fire on the Mountain rightly observes: “Her
withdrawal stands for an emotional stativity, a kind of psychic frigidity that refuses to take
note of any movement around her. She seeks stillness that will include any movement,
animate ar inanimate” (168).

Her hushand's illegal relationship with the mathematics teacher irritates her
mind and causes alienation from society. Prof Kaul and Nandakaul do not have a warm
relationship. Her married life with ProfKaul, the Vice-Chancellor, was a life of
long-suffering with only duties and responsibilities She is disiflusioned by her seifish,
adulterous husband. He only treats her simply as some useful thing. For her husband,
she plays a hospitable hostess all the time. He wants her to always wear silk saris and be
present near the head of the long rosewood dining table and entertain the guests. Her
busy role as a mother, housewife, and hostess makes her happy in her isolation, even
though it is partdy intentlonal and partly conditional. She now has a different attitude
towards her environment,

“The care of others was a hablt Nanda had misiafd. It hod been a religious calling she had
believed in till she had found it fake” [33).

Manda was tied up with the upbringing of her children and couldnt probably
provide the required attention demanded by her husband. Possibly, things would have
been on the brighter side if Mr Kaul had not restricted himself to his official and social
duties. The traumatic married life of Nandakaul is sketched in these lines,
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Nor had her husband loved and cherished her and kept her as a queen-he had only dane
enough to keep her quiet while he carried on o life-long affair with Miss David... And her
children were all alien to her nature.. She did not live here by choice-she lived here alone
because that was what she was forced to do, reduced to doing. {145

Manda's need for self-isolation is to be viewed Her naughty and complacent

daughter, Asha, her weak and unhappy granddaughter, Tara, her writer and sickly
great-granddaughter Raka, and her old and emaciated companion, 1la Das, Manda Kaul's
childhood friend, is a forced Spinsters The imagery used by the novelist to describe the
old lady in its sterile ferceness irritated, disturbed, and angered by Raka's arrival at
Carignano. Nandakaul feels afraid of being betrayed by Raka. She completely fails to give
her affection and emotional satisfaction. Having a great fascination for the places of
devastation, Raka becomes psychologically alienated and escapes from human company
and loses faith in life. Raka's strong sense of independence and her inadeguate
responses disappoint Nandakaul, and her efforts to develop a good rapport with Raka
fail miserably She doesn't try to 'belong’. She makes up her own bit of feminine 'space’
wherever she is and establishes herself with effortless aplomb as the mythical
‘destroyer and preserver’. Even though she has many children and grandchildren, she
suffers from isolation within herself as well as from the outer world:
Looking down, over all those yeors she had survived and borne, she sow them, not as clear
and shining as the plaing below, but as the gorge, cluttered, choked and blackened with the
heads of children and grondchildren, servants and guests, all restlessly surging and
clomouring about her. (18]

The second person who intrudes into the solitude of Nandakaul is lla Das, whose
past has traces of Nandakaul's past too. Her life with her parents changes suddenly due
to her brother's extravagant and irresponsible lifestyle. As she works as a social welfare
officer, she tries to stop cruelties against women. She fights against child marriage by
informing the local people about the ills of this practice. lla Das takes sole responsibility
for abolishing the cruel act. She is not ready to compromise with patriarchal soclety and
has to face a cruel rape and death. The murder and rape take place in an environment
that is wild in effect, in the wilderness of nature. Thus, nature, which can be a solace to a
woman, can also become an intimidating force. This is what helps Preet Singh rape an
elderly woman and murder her Thus, the refusal to adapt to circumstances, to

compromise, makes the female characters face agony and death.
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The last of the three female characters, lla Das; Nanda Kaul's childhood friend, is
a torced spinster. She represents Desai's new woman in our society, a spinster whao is
looked down upon as a burden, but lla Das, a modern woman, is keener on establishing
her own identity than seeding an identity through a husband. The vulnerability of
unmarried women to incidents of sexual harassment reinforces entering into marriage
as the only effective remedy. lla Das's rape and murder reveal the gender ideclogy of
women as dependent and men as protectors. Her attempts to challenge the existing
gendered structure of society are seen as potentially disruptive to social order.

lla Das was always treated inferior to her brothers in her house. She was less
bothered about her future than she was. Rather, he concentrated deeply on his sons'
education and made a huge investment in it 5he is a fatty, short-statured lady, jeered
and laughed at by children and others She is ugly and unattractive with a shrill voice
and funny gestures. She is not loved by anvene, despite her involvement in life. This
makes her feel lonely and alienated.

Through Ila Das, Desai again brings in physical violence used against women Ila
Das's rape is not an isolated incident. It has become the prerogative of men to oppress
women. Rape, the most humiliating and horrifying experience for women, is vsed as a
powerful weapon to silence them. This also stems from the stereotyped belief that for a
woman, honour is more valuable, perhaps than life itself. When violated physically,
women are put on the precipice of fear It is by creating fear in the minds of women that
the patriarchal structure controls them. Continual suffering and physical and mental
oppression, shake her identity out of shape.

The suffering experienced by lla Das is mainly due to a lack of a sense of
adjustment. Her expectation of becoming the principal is shattered, and she feels hurt
and resigns her job as a college lecturer to save her honour Being helpless, she
undergoes a lot of suffering. She becomes a wellare officer with great difficulty. Her
involrement in helping poor villagers helps her to escape from the bitter memories of
the past. Unfortunately, she has to meet her tragic death at the hands of Preet Singh. The
shocking news of the violent death of Ila Das jolts Nanda, who is overwhelmed with a
sense of guilt, which unfortunately leads to her death. Raka expresses her anger and
unhappiness by setting the forest on fire.

The protagonists of Anita Desai's novel are entrapped in their memories, and the

remembrances of the past finally strangle them or bring them to intense isolation. Anita
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Desal’'s protagonists are like trapped birds. It presents the plight of hypersensitive
women. The characters feel that the world seems to separate them from their
environment. They are helpless and foel like trapped birds. They are caught between
attachment and detachment, as well as a desire to live and a desire to die. There is a
need for self-recognition and to develop self- protective tendencies for their survival and
to face reality Nanda escapes from the house and leaves it in an isolated place because
of her unfaithful husband. It is praised for its poetic symbolism and use of sound. It
featured three female protagonists, each subdued or damaged in some way

Anita Desai explores the psyches of Nandakaul, Raka, and lla, exposing their
social and personal issues, She focuses on the fate of married women in Indian society
Like Nandakaul, the female characters in her novels fail to bear the oppression of society
and family that finally breaks off from the oppressive forces. The extreme amount of
vexation at the world outside could indicate the serious signs of *hopeless passivism,
and ‘desperate quietism. The novel becomes the emblem of destruction and purgation,
the destruction of an unkind world of many Nandakaul and [la Das, of unequal situations
in which women suffer from the slings of misfortune, social inequalities and injustices
committed on them by a savage society of men.

The image of a typical Indian "housewife” whose desires and wishes are buried
under the norms, duties and responsibilities imposed by a male-dominated society is
mirrored in her. She tries hard to sort out the riddle called life and figure out a solution.
Thus, the characters are studies of women in solitude. They carry with them a sense of
loneliness and alienation, emotionally malformed and =socially isolated. In this way,
Desai portrays the inner recesses of the consciousness of her characters rather than the
external scene of action. She has enormously contributed to the growth of Indian liction
in English by incorporating psychic aspects of her female protagonists who have
suffered adversity and embarrassment, neglect and silence, detachment and alienation

Works Cited

Bart, Shakti: Anita Desai: Fire on the Mountain a Cortical study. Subject Publications,
2009.

Desai, Anita. Fire on the Mountain, Penguin Book, 1977,

Divinely: A N. Paper on India Writing in English, Atlantic Publisher and Distributors,
2002.

Iyengar;, Srinivasa K R, Indian Writing in English, Aziz Publishing House-11 Edition, 1973.
Mishap, Bind Cortical Responses o Feminism, Syrup and Sons: 2006.

Sharma. R. § "Movement and Stillness Anita Desai's Fire on the Mountain® Littcrit, vol 4,
1978 p. 188

English Language And Literature

Scanned with CamScanner



4. [ayanthi, N. 5, & Kumar, R V. Use of ICT in English Language Teaching and Learning.
Journal of English Language Teaching and Leamning. 2016: 3: 34-38,
http:/ ficellinfwp-content/uploads/2016,/03/34-38Use-of-1CT-in-English- Language-Te
aching pdf

5. Kern, Richard, Perspectives on Technology in Leamning and Teaching Languages
TESOL Quarterly,  2006; 40(1): 183-210,

https:/ /wwwresearchgate net/publication /241401904_Perspectives_on_Technology_in
_Learning_and_Teaching_Languages

Chapter-3

Kalo's Battle against Social Evils in Bhabani Bhattacharya's He Who

Rides a Tiger
Ms. Vembu S
Assistant Professor, Depoartment of English, Shrimoti fndira Gandhi College, Trichy

Abstract

Bhabani Bhattacharya is one of the foremost Indian writers who deal with the
social, political economic and religicus situations in moedern India and hence his novels
constitute a social document of great value. He belongs to the galaxy of Indo-Anglian
writers who claim that art should teach something without sacrificing artistic qualities.
He firmly believes that since an artist has a social commitment, he is endowed with
certain gifts namely, an extra dose of sensibility, observant eyes and an insight which
provokes thought In the story of Kalo, the blacksmith in He who Rides a Tiger, Bhabani
Bhattacharaya shows the protagonist struggling against the evils of exploitation and the
evils of caste system. With clear illustrations he mirrors the follies of the orthodox
Indian society and its biased concepts against the low caste.
INTRODUCTION

Indo Anglian fiction which made its appearance in the early thirties was the last
o grow among the various branches of Indian Writing in English. With the awakening of
Indian MNationalism, the initial tendency of novelists in the direction of historical
romance shifted to the social scene, and novels were written firmly rooted in the social
and cultural ethos of India. To this second phase belong writers like Mulk Raj Anand,
Raja Rao, RK MNarayvan, and Bhabani Bhattacharya, who have given the Indian novel in
English a definite turm and texture by shaping and moulding their imaginative sources
into their stream of experience with a realistic touch. Their characters are created out of

the Indian clay and these novels portray the poverty, exploitation and inmeguality
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prevalent in the Indlan society. Bhabani Bhattacharya is one of the foremost Indian
writers who deal with the social, political economic and religious situations in modern
India and hence his novels constitute a social document of great value. He belongs to the
galaxy of Indo-Anglian writers who claim that art should teach something without
sacrificing artistic qualities. He firmly believes that since an artist has a social
commitment, he is endowed with certain gifts namely, an extra dose of sensibility,
observant eves and an insight which provokes thought

In the story of Kalo, the blacksmith in He who Rides @ Tiger, Bhabani
Bhattacharaya shows the protagonist siruggling against the evils of exploitation and the
evils of caste system. With clear illustrations he mirrors the follies of the orthodox
Indian society and its biased concepts against the low caste. Kalo, a dark-slknned
blacksmith in the small town of |harna is competent in his trade, industrious and
ambitious. His wife dies in childbirth. The baby daughter is named Chandralekha - her
name suggested by an aged Brahmin priest. Kalo happily accepts the name without
heading the blunt satire -

“We gentlefolk give that kind of name to our sons and daughters, Dark minded folks of
your caste have a, fancy for Habba and Goba; Punti and Munn® [p 6)

kKalo's determination to call his daughter "Chandralekha” inspite of scorn and
criticisms from men of high caste and even his own people, can perhaps be regarded as
the first step in his struggle to break down the barrier of the caste system. As Lekha
grows up under the tender care of the rough artisan, she displays unusual intelligence;
therefore, Kalo sends her to the local English School, where her presence is frowned
upon by the girls belonging to the higher caste, Kalo is criticized for his rudeness, both
by the high-caste people and his own people. As the author puts it
“People were frankly critical ‘A Kamar' Girl puts on the feathers of learning:

A sparrow preens as a parrot”(p.15)

Here we see the resentment of the Brahmins towards the Downtrodden who
strive to broaden their hortzons of their knowledge. In Kalo's eagerness to study the
contents of his daughter’s books in order to be her intellectual companion, Bhattacharya
unveils the ingrained urge in every individual to discover the realms visualized by wise
men in their books. Kalo is angry at society’s refusal to praise his daughter when she

wins the silver medal in an essay competition. However, his bitterness is soon
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conquered by his rustic goodness and fatherly pride, and he is content to be the sole
admirer of his daughter's worth,

When the shadow of, the Bengal famine begins to fall over [harna town, Kalo
decides to go to Calcutta where he hopes to find work in some smithy or workshop. He
leaves his daughter with a heavy heart in the care of an old aunt In the city, starvation
and death stares Kalo and thousands of others in the face. Kalo watches with a bleeding
heart the inhuman behaviour of the unmerciful rich who live in pomp and plenty.
Travelling on the footboard of the train, Kalo who is ravenously hungry is tempted to
steal bananas from a carriage He is arrested and brought before the Justice whose
questions puzzle and hurt kalo beyond measure, To kalo's desperate plea that he stole
because he had to live, the Judge asks, "Why did you have to live?" (p.34). Commenting
ironically on this question, Bhattacharya says, "It was a plain question, with no meta
physical implication. The Magistrate loved the good things of life and was Afraid to die.
But the life of a coolie that was a different matter” (p.34)

In prison, a bond of sympathy is immediately established between Biten who
transmits his revolutionary fervour to Kalo and convinces him that the right answer to a
society which has shown so much inhuman callousness to him, is to hit back He says,
“We are the scum of the earth, the boss people scorn us because they fear us; they hit us
where it hurts badly-in the pit of the belly We've got to hit back “(p.34). Very casually,
Biten mentions to Kalo that one of the several ways in which to retaliate, is to fake a
miracle, to get a temple raised by exploiting the gullibility of people and to make fools of
them Making them worship a bogus image. Biten says,

“By The Brahmin has sole right in this Business. To take it from him, you have to be a
Brahmin what mark distinguishes him from others? {P43)

Biten continues,

“Just ane thing. A sacred thread on his chest. " [P43)

Once released from prison Kalo is forced to help in carrying dead bodies from
streets to keep himself alive. He gives up this repulsive work and reluctantly works as an
agent for a brothel, Gll he makes the shocking discovery of his own daughter, as a
possible victim of the lust of rich men. Bitterness and anger wells up in the heart of Kalo
against a society which has branded him a prisoner and his daughter, a harlot He
realises that he and Lekha belong to the numerous. *. .. _Men and Women t'ethored to

poles and forgotten” (p.76] - the victims of social evils. Three months of hard labour and
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humiliation saps Kalo's spirit and when he leaves the prison he remembers the advice of
Biten, “You don't want to be poor after the trouble of changing caste”(F44). This ldea
lurks in the soil of Kalo's mind to porminate and sprout into a mighty tree, and in due
course Kalo is driven by the society to throw off all his moral scruples to the wind and
wear a mask of deception to his back at his heartless society. Kalo metamorphoses
himself into Mangal Adhikari a brahmin in saffron robes, a devotee of Shiva. As the much
prayved for miracle takes place, the Shiva Linga appears from the earth and Kalo feels a
new courage, far transcending the station of his birth. He elates over the fact that his
‘amazing lie' [pB4) has reincarnated him from the scum of the earth, o a pillar of
spciety

“A pillar created by two seers of gram” (p.85)

As people throw gold and money at his feet Kalo silently langhs at thess fools who do
not know that a convict and harlet procurer has become the master of a temple. “So had
the Wheel of Karma turned.” (p.B5)

Comments Bhattacharya ironically. On his skilfully contrived act Kalo builds up a
structure of popular faith declining to Lekha, Wha is shocked at his new hardness,

“Let them pray to a false God

Let them seek benediction from

a kamar women... ... bowdown

To a girl whao has almost fallen”(p.95)

Kalo's fight thus is not against an individual, but against the Life that has made such
individuals possible.

Kalo's plight proves that Gandhiji's vision and dreams of communal harmony are
yet to be realised in India. Bhattacharya echoes the ideas of Gandhiji who regarded
untouchability as a crime against God and man, and the Tamil poet Bharathivar who
condemned caste discrimination with raging anger

In a satirical tong, Bhattacharya rails at the high-handedness of the Brahmins
who think themselves great because of their outward symbols which make them
Brahmins The protest against caste system depicted in the novel is all the more effective
and touching as Biten, the main symbaol of this protest is himself a Brahmin. His act of
breaking the sacred thread and later on his decision to marry Lekha, marks the protest
against the caste system, just as much as Kalo's putting on of the sacred thread and the

saffron robe. In the incident describing Lekha's care and concern for the untouchable,
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Obhijit, whom she adopts and the Brahmin priest’s wife who refuses to allow this young
boy into her kitchen, Bhattacharya shows the true meaning of the word ‘Brahmin’ as
defined by the sages of India
“One becomes a Brahmin by his
Deeds, and not by his family
Or birth,” (P.139)
The Mahabharata, declares that
“Truth, charity, fortitude, good conduct Gentleness, austerity and compassion,
He in whom these are observed is a Brahmin”(p.1}

When the caste system originated in India, it had its origin in vocation and was
not dependent on birth,

“Birth as a sole criterion of caste is a much later development and caste became rigid
and hereditary when vocations became hereditary® (p.139)

The novel reveals how the caste system which was once an effective means of
dividing and utilizing the available man power in India, has been vitiated due to man’s
good for wealth and power The result is the disintegrating influences of casteism,
illustrared vividly in this novel

Bhattacharya shows how the lot of the low caste in India is made even more
unbearable in the wake of a Aood or famine The misery and degradation caused by the
Bengal famine of 1943 makes a powerful impression on the reader’'s mind Food grains
become scarce and unemployment becomes more and more acute. Weavers and other
tradesmen sell their implements for a nothing and leave the town. Starvation reduces
men to the state of beggars, who finally die in the street. As Kalo weakly picks up dead
bodies from the street for disposal, he sees the grand funeral of a rich man. Leoking at
the sordid reality around him, Kalo wonders at the disparity between the rich and poor,
not only in life, but also in death.

“Was Heaven meant for the rich along” (p.53)

Wonders Kalo, as he watches rice and coins being scattered to propel the
departing soul of the rich, skywards. The writer also depicts vividly the hunger strikes in
jails during the Quit India Movement, when no attempt was made to ration food-grains
or control prices, and the ill-treatment was meted out to hungry beggars who
“A wail, from the bowels for Bengal"[F.54)

Talking of hunger Biten dramatically explains two types of Hungers,
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Two great hungers had struck the land of Bengal in the wake of war: the hunger of the
masses of people uprooted from their old earth and turmed into beggars, and the hunger
of the all owning few for pleasure and more pleasure, a raging fever of the times.
Uprooted women with their own kind of hunger, had to soothe the other hunger, had to
cool the raging pleasure-fever with their bodies. [p.54)

Agents from brothels alse roam from place to place trying to snare good-looking
and impoverished girls. Girls, like Lekha are brought against their will to brothels
frequented by merchants and the so called "Worthy men of society. The Motichands® of
this society puffed up with wealth and power, justify their lust and tendency for
polygamy; through superstitions and even religion. Lekha is forced to marry Motichand,
the old man with cast off wives. Since the economic status of the country, is not very
sound, parents are forced to get their daughters married to widowers, just to escape
from the evils of the dowry system.

Poverty at its height makes people beg for food as they cry,
"Hungry we die. .give us a few

grains of food, Baba

Give us a ride to the great city” (p.26)

Men in extreme crisis due tio poverty forget themselves and fight like for a morsel
of food or to collect it from the dusthins. With the coming of the plague in Bengal and
the impending japanese invasion, moral values are lost and men become inhuman. The
attitude of the thoughtless British soldiers watching the spectacle of hunger and their
enjoyment of boys fighting for bread thrown on the stroet reveal this.

Bhattacharya also reveals the injustice prevailing at that tme. The morally
deprived who wear the garb of wealth conveniently escape from the rules and laws
which in turn crush the downtrodden to a pitiable state. Kalo learns through experience
that the rich are free from the rules and regulations which persecute the poor. Regarding
this social inequality, the author appears to be echoing the memorable words of the post
Khalil Gibran regarding justice,

Yea, death, and prison we mete out
To small offenders of the Laws

while honour, wealth and fall spect
on greater pirates we bestow. [p.47)

English Language And Literature

Scanned with CamScanner



It is the irony of life, sings Kahlil Gibran that a man who kills another is
condemned to die, while the man who kills the spirit of another, as in the case of Kalo,
and millions like him, o free. The novel gives a realistic account of the ill treatment
given to prisoners, and the miserable life of convicts. Kalo's life in prison is one of misery
and humiliation. Along with other conwvicts Kalo is forced to work the mustard-oil press,
their bodies bathed in perspiration, as they pour out their hatred in the song, they sing
in chorus,

“Eat this, the oil of our bones, eat
Take this to fry they fish with.
Eat this the oil of our bones eat “(p 35)

Biten becomes Kalo's close associate and they share their experiences of ill -
treatment in prison. They are treated like slaves and animals, for the guards have no
basic human concern for the convicts. Most of these convicts are ordinary men charged
with petty thefts, and for this they are brutally treated.

Kalo, describing prison life to Lekha says it is a place where
His human dignity is put between grind stones
until turns to powder and blows away({p. 107)

This treatment gives a psychological pain to Kalo He contemplates if he would be
given a job since he is marked by the smell of the prison, or if Lekha would get married

If economic inequality, and social injustice have resulted in poverty and moral
perversions, the lure of materialism is responsible for the destruction of the human
personality, Bhattacharya points out that the ancient Indian spiritual ideals of unity,
self-sacrifice and fearlessness are forgotten, because men are stepped in materialism. All
consciousness of God is lost and worship as seen in this novel, is a play thing o
intoxicate the emotion. People are superstitious and worship only the form and not the
spirit. Even the uneducated Kalo realises the spiritual bareness of people who Aock to
his so-called temple. He reflects, that more false gods must be installed,

“_...and while kindliness dried up religion was more in demand,

Itis only the outward form of24 religion, the shell . within,” (p.113)

that people are concerned with and it suits kalo's purpose says the author. Temples crop
up and prosper because of men of wealth with

No time or heart for prayer and

Penance gave willingly for ritual (p.113)

English Languadge And Literature

Scanned with CamScanner



The readers get a glimpse of the motives with which most people make their
offerings to the deity. As two devotees make the same kind of offering but with counter
wishes-one praying for the price of gold to soar and the other for it to fall, Kalo feels
sorry for God's predicament. Kalo also realises that he can take advantage of the clash of
interests, mutual jealousies and hatred that exist among the rich mon.

The milk episode in the temple is another revelation of the motives and mentality
of the worshippers. While peaple die of hunger, milk bath is given to Shiva. Viswanath,
the Kamar, who works as a gardener in the temple, steals this milk for destitute babies
against the wishes of the priest and committee members who prefer to pour it in the
Ganga, for a full spiritual benefit. Here the author criticizes practices and beliefs which
have lost all human significance. Through Kalo he tries to educate the rich ignorant Mass
saying "Ganga will not be happy when her children are dying”[p.130)

Through these episodes the novelist shows us that what we have in many Holy
Mansions is not religion but a mockery of it The way in which Lekha is transformed into
the Maother of the Seven Fold Bliss is ridiculous. A hoary-headed merchant praise her,
Thus
Thou who art the secret breath in all
Created beings, Hail to thee, Mother, and Hail and hail (P.1596]

A week later a saffron-clad woman tells Lekha,

Thou whao art the joyous light in all created beings,

Hail to thee, Mother, and hall and hail, hall! (p.197)

Howewver, when a young woman who earlier made the reluctant Lekha bless her child,
loses it she curses Lekha thus,

Eater of my child, witch-women in Holy clothes, calling yoursell

Mother of Bliss, may thine eyves go blind. May thine womb be dead (p213)

In this incident Bhattacharya shows that people’s understanding of religion is so
superficial that the deification of ordinary mortals can be done overnight and so also the
censuring of such individuals as frauds.

Conclusion

Bhattacharya uses Kalo as his mouthpiece to convey his idealisms regarding the
social and ethical perfections, then Kalo and Lekha start riding the tiger, it is the
daughter who shows greater discomfort and loss inclination for the adventure. Her

acceptance of the position into which she is forced is passive. Whereas Kalo experiences
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a moral and spiritual conflict between love of caste, power and prestige on one side and
the desire to be true to himself on the other. He is finally able to kill the tiger of deceit
and slay the beast responsible for the disintegration of his personality. The struggle of
Kalo is consequently a struggle for integrity. The congratulations he receives from Biten
and the acclamations of the crowd, 'Victory to our brother' (p.231] are for his spiritual
victory and for the liberation of spirit that he has achieved The restoration of Kalo's
integrity after a prolonged and bitter struggle for from being a “facile solution’ (p.231] is
the most appropriate conclusion possible from the artistic point of view. The novel gains
immensely in seriousness by this conclusion which is in perfect consonance with the
character of the hero as it has been delineared.
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Chapter - 4

Discussing the Theme of Social Oppression and Women Subjugation in

Bama's Sangati
Dr. Usha Bharathi M
Aszistant Professor; Department of English
Shrimati Indira Gandhi College, Trichy

Abstract

Dalit literature is a literature with its key spotlight on the societal irony of the
mistreated communities. Dalit writers are worried about the Inexcusable state of the
Dalits: They help individual Dalits to be anxiety and encounter for their rights, which are
shorn of to them by the supposed upper castes. As memories. Dalit autobiographies are
the sources of Dalits’ social reality in contemporary India. These writers imagined states
of the subjugated and communicated dramatic records of neediness and survival when
all iz gaid in done, Dalit literature, which iz about the persecoted by the Indian caste
systerm. Individuals, who are called Dalits have a past filled with being lived in
oppression under the high-classes of Indian society. Sangard is @ bunch of life narratives
of dalit women's experiences. Bama's narratives show how dalit woman fit into this
caste-based patriarchal society where even nominal, basic rights like eating, [ree
mohility, physical security becomes a tough parieying in daily lives.
Introeduction

Dalit literature might be a literature with its key spotlight on the societal irony of
the mistreated communities. Dalit literature - particularly - Dalit autobiographies

contrast from differing kinds of lrerature In expression and reason They deplct Daligs”
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downgrades. Autobiography writings have consistently been innovative instruments for
enlisting the closeness of Dalits. Dalit writers are worried about the inexcusable state of
the Dalits They assist individual Dalits to be anxiety and encounter for his or her rights,
which are shorn of to them by the supposed upper castes As reminiscences, Dalit
autobiographies are the sources of Dalits' social reality in contemporary India. These
writers imagined states of the subjugated and communicated dramatic records of
neediness and survival when all is alleged in done. Dalit literature, which is about the
persecuted by the Indian social system. Individuals, who are called Dalits have a past
stuffed with being lived in oppression under the high-classes of Indian society. The
fashionable Indian literature is that the representation of every aspect of up up to now
life. Many female writers are portrayed their views and voices through literature. Dalit
literature deals with the tyranny of Dalits within the Indian scheme. The term dalit
eriginated from Sanskrit ‘dalit’ meaning oppressed. Dalit literatures are noted as a revolt
against the inhibition, mortifications by dalits in past and sufferings continuing even
now daily. Dalit life would present from dalit point of view when only an ideal work of
Dalit literature can produce. The intention of Dalit literature is that the liberations of
dalits. The unfolding of the story of Dalit literatures are purely experienced based The
writers within their work present the precise truth of the lifetime of engrossed society
and under privileged within the Indian society Their shame, anger, sorrow, suppression,
sturdy, hopes became a strong hand for Dalit literature. A Tamil writer Bama champions
the justification for girls and dalits.

Sangati may be a bunch of life narratives of dalit women’s experiences gained by
a young Dalit woman, Bama, while she remembers her past It's a sequel to Bama's first
novel Karruku. Her onderstanding experiences entail for engaging with analysis of the
bisecting several identities that its grasps. Sangati was written in Tamil in 1994 and
afterwards rranslated into English by Laxmi Halmstrom. The complete narrative is split
into twelve chapters. The word Sangati means events. It carries an autobiographical
element in its narrative. It is the story of a full community and not a personal. The book
is complete observation and moving ways, through narrating the stories of a dalit
women community from this dividing category. This book focuses many perceptions
into the lives of dalit women from the assorted generations for whom resistance, love,
struggle, expectation and annoyance are a part of their daily negotiations. The author

exhibits all the struggles related to society’s imposition of norms of behaviour and so
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the way of treatment as a results of one’s identity creates a robust impact on the people
situated at the underside of the event.

Bama's narratives show how dalit women fit into this caste-based patriarchal
society where even nominal, basic rights like eating, free mobility, physical security
becomes a tough parleving in daily lives She portrays all aspects of ladies from Parayar
community, a dalit caste, from unhappy to married life, public and private humiliation,
harassment, subjugation, and still how they're still able to lead their life happily By
narrating the stories of dalit women, Bama wants to reveal the “rebellious celebration®
as a response to the hardships of the dalit women in her story Along with many
hardships, Bama voice out the cultural identity of dalit women which strongly resists
patriarchal and caste-based rules which historically exist to subdue them. Bama
narrates many incidents, touching upon many unheard and unseen events, where
oppressive structure tried to repress dalit women within still as outside the households.
Everv aspect of life, women are considered less valuable in an exceedingly patriarchal
society like India Cultural norms favour male members of the family. Even in minor
privileges like eating food, boys are given prionty over women of the house. Bama
points out the matter of gender discrimination by writing: “If a boy baby cries, he's
instantly picked up and given mill. It is not so with the girl. Even with hreastfeeding, it's
the identical story; a boy is breastfed longer with the girl, they bear them quietly,
making them forgets the breast™ [p 7)

Bama portrays a real lifetime of dalit Parayar women, bringing to light moments
which dwell the daily arbitration of their identity compared to non-dalit women. As an
example, in comparing the realities between wupper-caste women and so the dalit
women she writes, *It isn't the identical for givls of other castes and communities. Qur
women cannot bear the torment of upper caste masters within the world, and reception,
they'll not bear the violence of their hushands®™ (p 65). Bama also discusses the
moments from her childhood, as she learns many lessons at thirteen years old on the
because of traverse those plain fields o avoid wasting herselfl from upper-caste
men. “They (upper caste men) will drag vou off and rape you, that's for sure” [p H].

Bama depicts her female characters from several generations during this book.
The older woman narrating the grandmothers” generation. Yelliamma Kizhavi belongs to
older generation is an example of downward generation. If a lady belongs to Dalit

community, she possesses to suffer in two ways within which is that the firstone is
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beinga woman and second 15 belonging to the underside community, Bama's Sangati
focuses the double oppression of females. The novel has several individual stories,
anecdotes and memories that portray the events happening within the lifetime of
women in Paravar community in Tamilnadu. Women are presented in Sangati as daily
wage earners They earn but men do. However, the cash earned by men, can spend as
they please whereas women should bear the financial burden of running the family.
Women are regular victim to harassment and abused within the place of labour During
this novel Marriamma tells plenty about the crime faced by her and her village women
and their inability to visage against it The physical violence is realistically portrayed
during this nowel like lnching whipping and canning by fathers, hushands and
brothers This novel is introduced with the potential of Patti in attending every
childbirth within the wvillage. She goes to be able to even handle the foremost difficult
cases "It didn't matter if the funiculars were twisted round the baby, if the baby lay in an
exceedingly breech position, if it had been a premature birth, or a case of twins. She
delivered the baby safely, separating mother and child, without harming either”
(p.1-2). the bulk know Patty alright and like Patti greatly because of this. People
themselves feel in and around of villages that she had a locky hand. However, the upper
caste people don't approach Patti in attending the childbirth even true is worst because
“she was a Parachi® (p.1)

Maarriamma faces statutory offense within the hands of the upper caste land
owner Kumarasami Ayya. One day, Maarriamma gathered firewood as was common and
returned place the burning heat carrying her bundle. Getting back from her way, she
notices the nearby irrigation pump-set, she goes to drink water, When she goes to drink
water, Kumarasami Ayya grabs her hand and pulls her inside the pump set She
manages to flee which too she informs it to her friends; they said *That landowner is an
evil man, fat with money. He's upper caste moreover. How can even attempt (o rise to
such people? Are people visiting believe their words or ours?® (20] Within the mean
solar ume, Kumarasami Ayva gets afraid of his situation then he rushes to the village
and complains to the headman of the Parava community named the Naattaamai by
saving "Just today that girl Maariamma, daughter of S5amudrakani, which Mnukkayi's
grandson Manikkam were behaving in an exceedingly very dirty way” (p.20) during the
inquiry within the village, Maariamma and Manikkam come to the centre of the realm

and greet the elders by falling down and flat themselves at full length. They're asked to
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face to face each to side with folded arms. Finally, Mariamma falls down and requests for
forgiveness. The Naattaamai orders her to pay Rs 200 as fine and Manikkam Hs 100. The
Naattaamai concludes the proceedings by saying "It is you female chicks who should be
humble and modest. Someone may do 100 things and still flee with it. You girls should
consider what you're left with, in vour bellies” [26)]

Maariamma and Thaayi have faced impenetrable shame in their family life. Their
hushands regularly beat them up and also both of them feel that it's their birthright to
humiliate and kill their life partners. Maarriamma is unlucky in her whole life. When she
lived along with her parents, she didn't get the love and affection that she expected for
She began to weep when her marriage was arranged with Maanikkam who could even
be a drunkard and doesn't have any employment and he always head to jail. When
Maariamma understands his character, she refused lots to marry him. Finally, she was
compelled to easily accept him. Since she got married with Maanikkam, she suffered
with beatings daily. She was completely made as a victim that others watched helplessly.
The Paraya men were wordless when she was offended for assault by Kumarasami Ayva.
They get horrified of losing their favours especially jobs and don't have the ahility to
guestion the reputed person So, Bama Says in her book Sangati “we must be strong. We
must show by our own resolute lives that we believe ardently in our independence. [
told myself that we must not ever allow our minds to be exhausted, damaged, and tame
the thought that this can be our fate, at the identical tme as we push ciao as there's
strength in our bodies, so too, we must strengthen our hearts and minds so on survive®
(p.59).

Conclusion

The first prominent reason for Dalit writing is of experience. The hugest attribute
is that the Dalit literature displays Dalit cognizance [t'sa faith in insolence to the
category structure, perceiving the individual as its core interest Once during an
awfully while Dalit literature has been censured the identical as an advocate. It's been
asserted that this literature needs masterful artfulness. Today Dalit literature
incorporates the writings about Indian smothered individuals likewise as different
groups at some stage within the world that are consigned to an auxiliary position by the
advantaged classes. Dalit women faced much wiolence and harassed by men and as
inferior to men. Bama projects that Dalits should become independent from the socially

constructed prison so on fight against the force of enslavement and separation. Bama
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holds the mirror up to the centre of Dalit women through Sangati and makes an appeal
for a change and betterment of the lifetime of Dalit women in numerous fields including
sox, pender discrimination, civil rights in workforee, education rights, etc.
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Chapter - 5

An Individual's Forage for Inner Tranquility and Felicity in

Sudha Murty's Dollar Bahu
Dr. Rema M
Vice Principal & Head, Department of Engflish
Shrimati Indira Gandhi College, Trichy

Abstract

Qur present age is a high-strong neurotic, impatient age. The bonding between
the hushand and wife or father and son is facing a lot of break down today. Man must
stop his futile strivings, surrender his resentments, and yield his will and exercise
gentleness and patience. Meekness is not something one can acquire by himself Sudha
Murty's Dollar Bahu traces the life and sufferings of Vinuta, a voung beautiful girl, right
from her childhood and later in her in-law’s house. She tries to find peace within herself
so that she can live at peace with others. She knows that joy can be real only if she looks
upon her life as a service, and have a dehfinite object in lite outside herself and her

personal happiness. She lives in the shadow of hope which is itself a species of
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happiness and perhaps, the chief happiness which this world affords. Sudha Murty
through her simple narration of the events in the lives of all her characters has proved
this point home. She has found a solution for the turmoil within the hearts of her
characters.
Introduction

Begin each day with thoughts of peace. End each day with

thoughts of peace. Continue thinking thoughts of peace

throughout your precious day and happiness will be yours.

= Martin Luther, King.

Dur present age is a high-strong neurotic, impatient age One hurries when there
is no reason to hurry. This age which 1s moving on a fast pace has many problems in
store where many people do not give much importance for their moral life in
comparison to the previous generations wherein, they were more conservative
Impatience has produced a new crop of broken homes, a million or more, new ulcers,
and has set the stage for more world wars. In no area of all lives has it been more
damaging than on the domestic scene. One finds so many suffering families around in
the society today The bonding between the hushand and wife or father and son is facing
a lot of break down today. Man must stop his futile strivings, surrender his resentments,
and yield his will and exercise gentleness and patience Meekness is not something one
can acquire by himsalf It ig not something you can ger in college or in a scientific lab. It
is not something one inherits. There is no use in standing back and lamenting one’s bad
luck and bad breaks in life. They must be joined to the source of power. Love, joy, peace,
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance is in one's own heart.
It remains to be seen how one can attain this happy state. One sure way to lead on o itis
the frequent practice of the virtue of submission. But as the opportunities for practicing,
it in a big way become rather seldom, they must take advantage of the small ones which
occur daily, and which will soon put them in a position to face the greater trials with
level-headedness when the time comes.

There is no one who does not experience a hundred small annovances every day,
caused either by their own carelesshess or in attention. Our lives are made up of
incidents, which occur ceaselessly from time to time and producing a host of feelings of
dislike and aversion, envy, fear and impatience to trouble the serenity of one’s mind. Itis

clear from this that whatever the manner of one’s life they should always accept
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adversity jovfully. In order to enjoy peace and calm they need to have nothing opposing
their will and everything done in the way they want it As father Jean Baptiste in The
Secret of Peace and Happiness opines, “1f we keep on opposing things, instead of peace
and happiness its effort can only end in humiliation and bitterness” (p.112)

This is the state of mind of the characters in the novels presented in the study:
They are searching for peace and happiness, the voungest and the eldest, because the
deepest conviction they possess is that the world is meant to be a good place and they
are meant to be happy and that happiness is their right. After experiencing a lot of
tribulations and bitter trials the married couples in the chosen novels realize that
intimacy in marriage can bring shared ecstasy, mutual satisfaction, well-being. joy,
serenity and peace. Every individual has realized that to be happy and calm they must
cultivate positive thoughts - that to, good inspiring thoughts. Through the characters
presented by Shoba De in Socialite Evenings and Second Thoughts; by Anita Mair in
The Better Man and Ladie's Coupe; and by Sudha Murty in DollarBahu and
Mahashweta the point that peace of mind and happiness is not by ignoring problems
but by solving them has been brought home, The characters also realize that inner peace
and happiness is an amazing feeling of freedom and relaxation. Inner peace, which is
often referred to as peace of mind is defined as a state being mentally or spiritually at
peace, with enough kmowledge and understanding to keep oneself strong in the face of
discord or stress, Inner peace has also been assoctated with the feeling of great
happiness.

Sudha Murty’s Dollar Bahu traces the life and sufferings of Vinuta, a young
beautiful girl, right from her childhood and later in her in-laws house. She tries to find
peaca within herself so that she can live at peace with others. She knows that joy can be
real only if she looks upon her life as a service, and have a definite object in life outside
hersell and her personal happiness. She lives in the shadow of hope which is irsell a
species of happiness and perhaps, the chief happiness which this world affords. She is
left all alone In this world as a young girl as her parents die and she has no other
relatives of her own. She inherits an old house from her parents, which she considers as
very close to her heart with a lot of pleasant memories of her dead parents. A distant
relative who makes her do all the work at home looks her after. She is a very loving,
adjustable and calm person. She is gifted with a very sweet voice and sings very often

amidst her busy schedule at home. "Despite all the scolding and heavy housework she
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would hum 72 happily to herself and carry on” (p.12). It is only this singing that makes
her understand the amount of happiness within her that in turm makes her realize the
amount of freedom in her heart

Yinuta knows that happiness is not dependent on amassing a certain amount of
fame or wealth or reaching a certain social order. She remains very simple and patient
waiting for a bright future. Her beauty and melodious voice is quite enough to attract
anyaone who befriends her: [t is thus that Chandru, a civil engineer nurtures a secret love
for her He comes to Dharwad on official work and finds accommodation in Vinuta's
house. Vinuta's charming appearance and good qualities attract him. He feels sorry for
her sufferings in silence. But she never complains about her plight and always appears
cheerful. Chandru has not seen her unhappy, tearful or angry. He is forced to compare
her with his sister Surabhi who is her opposite in all her attitudes. "Chandru thought he
was the only one who sensed and understood the hidden pain and helplessness behind
Vinuta's captivating smile” (p.15). On account of his hidden love for her, he buys an
aquamarine colour saree that she wishes for but he does not give it to her, as he is afraid
the others in the family will find fault with her and accuse her After a few years Chandru
leaves to the US on a deputation without proposing to her When he bids goodbye he
notices sadness on Vinuta's face, "though they did not talk w each other a lot, she knew
he was a music lover and her ardent fan® [p. 18). But Vinuta is very modest and goes on
with her day-to-day activities with no other feelings in her heart After a few years
Vinuta's uncle Bheemanna dies and Vinuta is left alone again in this world. She is of
marriageable age with no money and no place to go. She i desperate and at a loss when
a godsend distant uncle and aunt come forward to help her. She moves over to their
house in Bangalore and gets employed as a teacher. When her aunt suggests to her to
sell her house at Dharwad when she gets married she is upset and pleads *Please let us
not sell the house. That is the last remembrance of my parents | love that garden . . It
has held so many memaories, so much happiness” (p.29)

Vinuta now employed understands her purpose in life and stops worrying about
her stand and moves towards a simple life style with courage and determination. She
becomes more humanistic and less materialistic as she has mastered the art of being
content with her present sitwation. She is more interested in helping and giving to
others. At school she lends a helping hand to all who are in distress. She consoles the

ones who suffer. Shamanna a master in the same school where she is employed likes this
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simplicity of hers. When his son Girish too shows an Interest on Vinuta he decides to get
them married. His wife Gouramma and daughter Surabhi too like her for they feel “She
looks very pleasant and the kind who would be willing to adjust” [p.33). Vinuta also
agrees tor she likes Girish and Shamanna, but she is not able to understand at that ime
what is in store for her at her in-law’s house. The point of selling Vinuta's house crops
up again so as to meet the wedding expenses. Shamanna objects to it but Gouramma is
adamant. At last Girish intervenes and speaks to Vinuta about it She at once pleads to
him to not sell the house “oh it is not just a house, my whole life, my heart is in it [ love it
s0 much that at times [ feel | cannot give it up” (p.37) Girish understands her [eelings
and does not force her for it Vinuta is very happy after she marries Girish for, he is very
loving and caring. Her father-in-law is also very kind and treats her as his daughter. But
Gouramma is domineering and Surabhi looks upon her as a rival, a competitor for the
family’s affections. Vinuta readily accepts all the responsibilities at home and tries to
balance it with her work at school. Chandru her brother-in-law comes home for a short
holiday: The whole househald of Vinuta is very happy and get ready to receive him at the
airport, Vinuta stays back to prepare food and keep the house clean, Gouramma is happy
as Vinuta is "totally unselfish and willing to adjust to any situation’ (p45). Chandru is
shocked to see Vinuta, his secret love, now, his brother’s wife. But he notices a change in
her attitude now, which is not like it was when he met her in Dharwad where she wasin
a pitful atmosphere. But now "Her face glowed with the happiness and contentment in
her soul’ (p.46). But this joy did not last long for Vinuta, for Chandru gets married to a
wealthy girl and she loses her position at home. Gouramma frequently compares her to
the new bride |amuna, and her wealth. Vinuta patiently bears all the humiliation in
silence. She knows that there is no life without problems and she must have the strength
to overcome the problems that thwart her way There is no such thing as a problem free
life, difficulties are unavoidabie. ‘Jamuna’s sun shone brighter each day while Vinuta's
life became more like that of a dog' (p.55). Vinuta, though undergoes a lot of torture at
home is very loving, towards her family showing her concern to all. When she sees
Surabhi with her boyfriend Gopinath in the theatre she wants to confide the matter to
someane. She tells Shamanna, but Gouramma overhears it and abuses her daughter not
for mowving around with Gopinath but for having chosen an ordinary groom while her
plan is to settle her in America. [f you marry him, your life will be like Vinuta's. You will

have to count every penny and try to save all the time. Look at Jamuna she has two cars;
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she can spend money in lakhs because she has money in dollars. You know it is the
dollar that has changed our lives. You can lead that kind of life if you marry someone
whao is in the U5 or someone very rich in India (p.59].

The lite in the U.5 with a lot of dollars is more important in the eyes of Gouramma
than the future of her daughter. Vinuta is not able to understand if marriages can be
arranged on the basis of love or on the basis of the love for the dollar Vinuta though is
often offended, apain saves the life of Surabhi when her marriage is to be fixed with
Sekhar, who is in the States. When she learns he is having an illicit affair there she
informs Gouramma. But Gouramma again finds fanlt with Vinuta as being jealous and
selfish. She is not able to digest the fact of Surabhi settling in the U5, so is spreading
some rumours. Whereas Jamuna is generous and caring for the whole family. Vinuta is
sad that she is not understood in the real sense and is deeply hurt by all these false
allegations. She starts crying and blurts cut I have always thought of you as my sister
and wished for your happiness. That was why | took an interest in your marriage and
tried my best to ensure vour welfare. Now | know my position, where 1 stand in your
eves. | will not meddle with anything concerning this family hereafter (p.65). Labter when
Surabhi gets engaged to Suresh, a rich lawyer Vinuta remains a sifent onlooker through
all the marriage negotiations at home. The only ray of hope that Vinuta carries in her
heart is the birth of her baby in a few months’ time, Gouramma does not give her any
considerations even at that time They fix a date convenient o Jamuna expecting her
dollars and do not think of Vinuta. Itis a tussle between the dollar and rupee. At last, the
dollar wins and Vinuta is left out of the marriage ceremony. She delivers a male baby in
her own house at Dharwad with no one to help her, She is very upset when only her
hushand and her father in<law show their happiness and care.

Gouramma visits her like a third person and presents a hundred rupee note
while Surabhi does not even hother to visit her. Vinuta does not understand how wealth
can make people forget the close relationships, when Gouramma does not show any love
towards their first grandson. Vinuta tells Chandru that her happy days are over when he
visits Dharwad to see her son Harsha. He asks her about the song she used to sing
before for which Vinuta says, "The koel has understood her position. She has stopped
singing’ (p.71) Chandru confides that though he has enough money and a loving wife
they are actually lonely and unhappy like her in an alien land where there is no family

bonding or ties. You, Vinuta, are living among your own people, speaking the same
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language, sharing the same culture. Just buying things, counting dollars, living in a big
house, does not make everyone happy They also have their own set of problems. We are
lonely (p.72). But Vinuta tells him that she is also lonely and suffering in a country that
gives importance to family relationships. In her in-laws house she is not at all respected
like before because she did not possess enough wealth. 'T am not all that happy either’
(p.72). Vinuta does not show her ill feelings to anyone. She believes that her happiness
and peace is her home and her people at home. She readily looks after Gouramma when
she falls sick and nurses her back to health. She is totally unselfish and is considerate to
her mother-in-law so that when Girish plans for a family tour, she even refuses the tour
to look after her but Gouramma is not aware of it Tnspite of this Gouramma does not
acknowledge her care and brushes her aside thinking that Jamuna who is on a holiday
will look after her Inspite of Vinuta's dutiful caring Gouramma never cares about her
But Jamuna does not show up nor does Surabhi

Chandru sends a cheque with a letter asking his maother to be more considerate
to Vinuta. This act of kindness by Chandru did not bring any change in the life of Vinuta
for “The chegque meant more, it was in fact everything, for her mother-in-law” (p.75)
Vinuta becomes very sick and lean after child- birth. She does not get any care from her
mother-in-law before and after child- birth. Gouramma though understands her plight
did mot mind about it nor even asks her about her health but plans to go to the U5 to
look after Jamuna who is pregnant She prepares a lot of sweets and snacks. Vinuta is
not given anything and even at times when she asks anything her mother-in-law just
asks her to get it from a hotel, Vinuta watched in silence. She remembered how they had
treated her when she was pregnant; no gifts, no sweets not even a tender word. *If you
want to buy anything or eat anything, you can go and eat outside with Girish. "'Vinuta felt
all this unfair, especially when she had always done whatever Gouramma expected of
her (p.77). Vinuta blames her fate and accepts all the humiliation, hoping for a me
when she will also experience peace and happiness. It is at this time that Gouramma
goes abroad. Her bitter experiences there in her son's home bring in a new perception of
Vinuta. She cuts short her visit and returns to India. Vinuta afraid that Gouramma will
taunt her again is very upset and depressed. She hates the word "dollar’. “She prayed to
God, let a day come when forty-five dollars are equal to one rupee” (p.137). Vinuta's
sorrow becomes very evident and Shamanna advises her to settle in Dharwad in her

own house. He also makes arrangements for a transfer for both of them. He is afraid his
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wife will treat her as her slave. He is of the opinion "If the woman of the house 1g
unhappy a family can never live in peace, please go away and make your own home”
(p.138).

Yinuta moves over to Dharwad and enjoys the privacy of being together with her
husband and son in her own house. Gouramma visits her there and is pleased to grest
her and her grandson in a loving manner. Vinuta searches for serenity and joy right from
her childhood but that eludes her for long. But now she gains a life with complete peace
and happiness to live in full for many more years to come. Gouramma thinks that money
is the main force in this world. She is not able to appreciate the kind and loving Vinuta
because she is poor She is blind by the dollars that Jamuna her elder daughter-in-law
pours over her. She goes to the U5 to look after her when she 1S in the family way She
expects an enjoyable stay there, which she gets but is not given the due respect by
Jamuna. She does not even allow CGouramma to enter her baby daughter’s room.
Gouramma remembers Harsha who always slept with her Jamuna does not allow her to
bathe the baby as it may cause some infection. Vinuta always asks Gouramma to bathe
Harsha, *who is giving Harsha a bath now that she was not there, she worried” (p.88)
Her causes for worry increase every day She is constantly reminded of Vinuta who is
very submissive and ready to do anything for her. When Jamuna gets ready to go for
wark after two months Gouramma gets upset and says that Vinuta comes home in the
afternoon o feed Harsha, jamuna gets angry and shouts at Gouramma, | do not want to
follow Vinuta's example in everything This is America’ (p92). Gouramma understands
that though everything 15 grand and posh in America they have a small heart with no
respect or feelings for the elderly people; still she is not in a position to oppose [amuna
because ‘she was after all the Dollar Bahu' (p93).

Gouramma belongs to the traditional Kannada family and is very particular in
celebrating festivals in a conventional manner. Even in the 115 she wishes to observe the
Kannada New Year Ugadi with full fervour As it falls on a Thursday she asks her son and
his wife to take a holiday and also invite some of their friends to enjoy the festival But
Jamuna is not in favour of it and asks her to celebrate it on a Sunday. Gouramma is upset
and thinks about Vinuta who always takes leave for any puja at home. Jamuna
immediately remarks, “She is a Government school teacher which | am not In any case,
in India people hardly work” [(p.102). Gouramma wishes to have a look at U.S. and visit

some of their friends. Chandru takes her to Padma’s house, who requests Gouramma to
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stay back for some days as her husband is out of station. Gouramma readily agrees and
Chandru also believes that his mother needs some respite after being lonely at home for
=0 many days But Jamuna hesitates for she wants her at home to do her work But
Gouramma stays back and when they leave she is so hurt [ can't be with you forever. Let
me have my freedom, Gouramma felt like shouting at the top of her voice, but restrained
herself” (p.116].

Gouramma is not able to accept many things in America, as her whole perception
of that country is something different She misses her country and her people in India a
Int. She feels she has no respect and all are only after money there, with no sort of love
or care. She comes to know that the gifts presented by Jamuna for her daughter's
wedding were only old and used things and not new She becomes very upset for she
had praised [amuna to the skies for her generosity’ (p.126). She feels very humiliated
and decides not to accept any more gifts. She is treated like a servant there and only her
Daollar Bahu was making all the decisions. l[umuna’s friends praise Gouramma as she is
looking after Jamuna as her own daughter and doing all the work for her Jamuna very
haughtily says. nothing so surprising My mother-in-law is greedy and stupid My
co-sister-in-law Vinuta is from a poor family and innocent about the ways of the world,
My sister-in-law Surabhi does not have any brains. It is easy to manage such women |
give them what | don't like and they don't suspect anything .. My maother-in law cannot
understand that she should get along with Vinuta who slogs day and night for these
people’ but instead’ she praises me. | always believe in divide and rule (p. 128). Itis anly
Gouramma’s fault of not geting along with Vinuta who is good but coming over here
due to greed and praising her for nothing. Jamuna takes the chance and makes her stay
there for more than a year, which will prove very costly if she hires a servant for it

Gouramma overhears her harsh words and ‘felt like running away to India
immediately’ (p.130]). Deeply depressed by the whole thing Gouramma realizes her fault
and cries the whole night. She misses Vinuta as she is blind to all her qualities and
understands that it is all only due to her mad love towards the dollars that does not
make her see the reality of the situation. She remains firm in her decision to leave the
U5, and not to come there again. She refuses the gifts offered by [amuna. The alien land
is not at all a paradise now for her for she lost her peace and happiness there. She can
get it back only in India. As she lands in her hometown she feels an inner relief and is so

happy to see the familiar scenes. She also enquites about all at home. Shamanna is
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shocked for he could not believe that Gouramma Is 50 considerate and a changed person
now. Gouramma forgets that unhappiness comes not from what others feel but what we
Feel ourselves. Whatever the situation is, she must have been happy there as she wishes
to be. Of course she experiences pain and sorrow but it affects not only her body but
alsa her mind So she decides that if she wishes to enjoy peace and joy she must not have
anything opposing her will and perform things the way she wants it to be done. When
she reaches home she is shocked to learn that Vinuta has settled in Dharwad. Shamanna
explains your fulsome praise of Jamuna was pushing Vinu into a depression; the
symptoms were there to be seen. | do not want my healthy daughter-in-law to suffer for
na fault of hers It is better that she be away from such an atmosphere. Love and
affection are more important than food and money Vinuta is like our daughter and | do
not want her to suffer (p.141). Gouramma bursts out crying that she has changed a lot as
America has taught her a bitter lesson. She later visits them and experiences a
composed atmosphere with due respect and real love

Gouramma does not understand that we should not compare ourselves with
others. She has failed to compare what she is today against who she was yesterday, who
she is today against who she will be tomorrow Happiness is found in a life of constant
advancement. The worries that make her miserable can actually be a source of growth if
she approaches it with courage and wisdom, Gouramma does not believe that arrogance
has its own built in misery $he has offended Vinuta a number of times, but has only hurt
herself more. She does not realize that to know the secret of happiness and the joy of
living, meckness 15 the basic key. She is bigoted, selfish and proud but after her bitter
experiences in the U5 she searches for a place where peace and happiness reign
supreme.

Vinuta on the contrary has understood that meekness and forbearance are must
If ome is to live harmoniously in society and if she wants to build a happy family life. She
is made to glory in her problems, to smile through her tears, and to sing in the midst of
her sorrow because she realizes that there 15 both light and shadow in everyone's life.
‘Materialism, hedonism and sensualism are gradually getting us in their grip and there is
no peace and there is no happiness because these are possessed within us” says Father
Vernon in his book Happiness (p.76). There are 50 many other families in the U 5 who
are cheated and bheguiled thus forced to settle there according to the situwation that is

advantageous to them, They try to seek solace from the different problems they face in
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that alien land. Shama, daughter of Radhakrishnan and 5avithri settled in the 15, gets
married to an Indian named Surendra. He comes to the 1.5, and after a few days starts
quarreling with her. After some days when they are not able to adjust he divorces her
and goes back to India. Shama is heartbroken and leaves home totally dejected. After
some years she meets a Brazilian who cares for her and makes her happy and she settles
with him.

Chitra another girl get married to her cousin Manappa who is a drunkard. He
harasses her for dowry but he dies a vear later after he meets with an accident. The
young widow then loves Govind a typist in her office who also ditches her A completely
heartbroken Chitra lands in the US as a domestic help. She attends classes and equips
herself during her free time. She falls in love with Joseph an engineer who shares her
likes and dislikes and they get married, After so many tribulations in life Chitra settles in
a peaceful atmosphere with full contentment in life. Asha Patil suffers a lot in her in laws
house in Bombay. She gets married with a dream of a house with affectionate people
where 'there would be peace and happiness around me’ (p.123). But her domineering
mother-in-law tortures her. The couple then gets a chance to work in the U5, as helpers
in a grocery store. After a few years they set their own store and make a lot of money
Asha proudly says "There are no signs of depression at all What | used to dream about
has come true” [p.124). So also is the case of Vatsala and Shanta who divorce their
hushands and settle abroad to become successful women. Shanta confides to her friend.
‘| am happy in this country. This society does not look down upon single women -
unmarried, divorced or widowed. They don't gossip behind your back MNobody asks
personal gquestions. If | do well, | will earm more money. | am contented. These
difficulties have made me face the realities and [ no longer need a protective shelter’
(p.133). In order for a person to enjoy peace and happiness he needs to have nothing
opposing his will and everything done in the way he wants it If he keeps on opposing
things, instead of peace and happiness its effort can only end in humiliation and
bitterness.

Conclusion

Sudha Murty through her simple narration of the events in the lives of all her
characters has proved this point home. She has found a solution for the turmaoil within
the hearts of her characters All of them experience problems initially but they find
amity, quietude, joy and contentment in the end. She has also pictured the U.5., which
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has given many destitute women a place with elated tranquillity, after their personal
bitter experiences in life. Each of them finds a solution to their problems looming large
on them from time to Gme. This solution brings contentment and joy, which Is essential

ta fulfil their goals in life.
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Chapter- 6
lan McEwan's Atonement, on Chesil Beach and Saturday
A Thematic Study
Ms. Durgadevi 5

Agsistant Professor of English, Shrimati ingira Gandhi Coifege, Tiruchirapalli

Abstract

lan McEwan is a well-known British writer of plays and books who has been
nominated for six Booker prizes. Themes play a key role in lan McEwan's novels; they
highlight underlying concepts that make reference to key passages in McEwan's work
Themes from the universal to the intricate are covered by McEwan in Atonement
(2001}, Saturday (2005) and On Chesil Beach [2007). His themes occasionally appear in

just one book, but other times, because of their similarity, they link multiple books
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together. In order to find the deeper meaning in McEwan's literary works, the reader is
guided through his novels by his themes, which encourage the reader to look past what
he may initially observe. Atonement by lan McEwan explores the issue of architectural
detail repeatedly. The central heroine, Briony Tallis, is on a quest for redemption. In an
effort to obtain the forgiveness she longs for, she falsifies the truth of her life. Cecilia’s
love interest Robbie Tallis was divided from her by a wall of lies, and this is what
separated them. In the novel Saturday Rationalism, the idea that decisions should be
made based on reason rather than feelings or religion, is one of the key concepts that
McEwan addresses in this hook. Henry Perowne sees the world logically, even though he
is not Mr. Spock "On Chesil Beach” addresses some of Mr McEwan's enduring themes
but in a robotic and very arbitrary way It places a strong emphasis on one couple’s love
and sexual relationship without real psychological insights. Instead, it presents us with a
smarmy depiction of two unlikable and incomprehensible characters.
Introduction

fan McEwan started off as one of Britain's most well-regarded writers, yet his
early works were frequently purposely provocative. Despite his controversial writing,
lan McEwan is today a well-researched author and a member of the literary group that
also includes Martin Amis, Salman Rushdie, and Christopher Hitchens. He started
writing artistically while attending the University of Sussex to study English Literature,
He started publishing his work while still a student, with his first piece appearing in the
Transatlantic Review He has acknowledged trying to purposefully surprise readers
with his early worls. His later, more well-known pieces, such Enduring Love (1997),
Amsterdam [(1998), and Atonement [2001], are typically seen as being more complex
and subtle. In addition to writing novels, he also writes plays and picture books for kids
He has won the Booker Prize and the WH Smith Award, among other honours. McEwan
holds the unusual distinction of being a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and the Raoyal
Society of Literature. McEwan has covered a wide range of topics during the course of
his career. The darker and more repulsive aspects of human nature were frequently
emphasised in his early work. He has said that the cruelty and violence that people are
capable of disturbing him to the point where it influences his writing. These
motivational causes may also be relevant because he has also stated that he
intentionally sought to shock with his previous work. His later works expanded these

original themes to include children, politics, crises, and metamorphosis, while
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continuing to examine them in some ways. McEwan can be credited with expanding the
conventional realm of Britsh literature as a mult-award-winning novelist whose works
requently deal with subjects that are typically taboo.

lan McEwan explores a variety of themes in his books Atonement, Saturday and
0On Chesil Beach. He does this by incorporating these themes into his stories’ plots,
characters, and symbols, which serve to highlight the various concepts and ideas he
explores. Some themes have a universal application, while others have a more niche
application in the lives of specific people. McEwan explores thames that carry the weight
of his storylines throughout each of his novels, enticing the reader o delve deeper into
the author's meanings. Despite his frequently repulsive subject matter, his
postmodernist approach and internationally praised talent for controlled prose has
earned him a large following. Whatever one's opinion of his early subjects, he is able to
address issues that are still important now. These cover broad topics like change and
crisis as well as issues like gender relations, politics, nationalism, and history,

Atonement focuses on the lives of three people who are impacted by a young
girl’s poor decision, which ultimately worsens everyone's lot in life, When Cecilia Tallis
and Robbie Turner flirt, Briony Tallis misinterprets Cecilia as being the victim of
Robbie's advances and accuses him of assaulting Cecilia McEwan highlights an
underlying theme of the repercussions of making judgments based on ignorance as
destiny shift. The reader follows Briony's character throughout the hook as she comes to
terms with the full consequences of her actions: her sister and Robbie are torn apart,
Robbie 15 falsely convicted of a crime, and she is left feeling a great deal of remorse.

In an effort to avoid admitting the folly of her assumptions, Briony tries to deny
the Fact of Robbie's innocence. McEwan explores the idea of guilt in Briony's character
and shows how it may ravage a person mercilessly: " By clinging tightly to what she
believed she knew, narrowing her thoughts, reiterating her testimony, she was able to
keep from mind the damage she only dimly sensed she was doing” [160]). Briony
desperately wants to think that reporting Robbie was the right thing to do, but she
knows it was a dreadful choice that she will live to regret. McEwan makes the
connection between judgement and puilt on several occasions throughout the book,
which is another sign that he wanted the reader to understand how deeply Briony's
error in judgement has affected the lives of the characters. In addition to emphasising

issues like guilt and judgement, McEwan also incorporated minor themes that relate to
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how a lie changed the characters’ lives permanently. Robbie is ordered to fight in France
during World War Il after doing time in prison, He must not only learn to become numb
to the viclence of war, but also learn to live his life as though he is guilty despite being
innocent. This is where he will face his true test of survival: “His business was to survive,
though he had forgotten why" (224], Despite the fact that Cecilia hasn't seen Robbie in
three years, she stll has faith in him and dreams of a time when they will be free of
Briony's deception. McEwan examines one final theme: atonement, as the reader
anticipates the end of the lovers. McEwan poses in his book, one that the reader must
ultimately respond to. Briony falsely implicated Robbie, permanently ruining both his
life and the lives of others However, Briony is forced to deal with the most severe
repercussion—eternal guilt—while continuously doubting whether she would ever be
pardoned. Atonement exemplifies Briony's worry about being guilty. After realising the
crime she committed by accusing Robbie of a crime he did not commit, she understands
that she will always have to endure the suffering brought on by her sense of guilt.
Furthermore, Robbie is found guilty, imprisoned, and compelled to serve in World War
I, which makes it difficult for Cecilia and Robhie to maintain their hope of being
together. Robbie's life and the possibility of seeing Cecilia again are threatened by the
violence of war every day; the only way he can control his terror is to cling to hope for a
future with Cecilia, no matter how implausible it may appear. Anyone who reads the
novel should immediately recognise its primary themes of guilt, forgiveness, and
atonement. The central character of the book spends her entire life atoning for a crime
£he committed as a young girl.

In Part One of the book, there are also all the adults. How her testimony has come
tor be entirely trusted by so many individuals who are intelligent enough to understand
=0 much more than a thirteen-year-old girl The history of literature is related to the
second element of the guilt theme. Briony feels terrible about her ahilities as a writer in
addition to the crime she committed as a youngster She is aware that she is free o
compose any kind of fictdon she wants. She has the same power to make Robbie survive
the battle as she does to send him to prison. Briony feels guilty about her life's work
because readers rely on her to explain "what really happened,” and she puts this guilt
onto the development of the canon of English literature. Because “Frankenstein” by
Mary Shelley was a narrative inside a story inside a story, it introduced a new literary

form to Romanticism literature. The monster is telling his story in the first person to his
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creator in the novel's epicentre. His creator is then telling the story to a ship captain,
who 15 then writing the story to his sister, the book's author The plot of lan McEwan's
“Atonement” is told in the third person by one of the characters whose (dentity isn't
disclosed until the very end and then switches to the first person when the reader
knows who the narrator is. Look at how much written communication is misconstrued.
Briony interprets Robbie's letter to Cecilia as a threat since she doesn’t comprehend it.
Robbie inserts the incorrect note into the envelope, setting up an eventual rape
accusation against him. Too many to mention all of the literary allusions made
throughout the book Robbie also serves as the story’s unwitting victim. The most
blatant example is when Briony admits she made up the romantic happily ever after in
her novel. The reader must consider this when Briony tells her audience that it took her
64 years and countless draughts to finish her book. The reader is handed a gquote from a
Romantic novel before the book even begins, probably from fane Austen's "Northanger
Abbey,” which establishes the tone for a work that will be jam-packed with literary
allegory. Even the book's structure takes the reader on a tour of some of the historical
eras in English literature; Part One is Austenesque Romanticism, Part Two is a historical
fiction war story, Part Three is a Victorian or Modern Memaoir, and Part Four is Post
Modern theary and speculative thought

All of the events in "Atonement” were conjured up by the mind to distort
perception. Take note of how much of the action occurs in a situation where some
senses are obscured or non-existent while athers are there, Although Briony can "see”
what happened when Cecilia and Robbie argued at the fountain, she was unable to hear
it. Although Briony "reads" the word in the letter; she is unable to "understand” its
meaning Nobody "says™ anvthing about the sex that Briony "sees" in the library. And
finally, because it is dark, Briony can only partially "see® what or who is raping Lola,
Perception and false perception are the main topics of Fart 1. Windows, gateways, light,
darkness, and other things are metaphorical elements that act as agents for this topic in
this section. Even the novel's narrator makes use of this concept. In order for the reader
to receive the full picture, the author is constantly going back and repeating the same
story through multiple perspectives. By doing this, Briony i1s doing her best to make up
for the things that she struggled with as a child and as a writer Meaning, tell the story
from all possible perspectives, not simply the author's. Briony intends to make amends

for her youthful misinterpretation of events by succeeding in this. Arguments might be
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made over the precise moment at which Briony "loses her innocence.” There are a
couple instances in Part One that fit this description. But it is apparent that at some
point in Part One of the book, Briony stops being in this world as a shielded child and
starts living in the exposed world of maturity. Part one's narration, which subsequently
reveals to be Briony hersell, is frank in its disclosure of this post-awareness to the
reader The fictional character Briony is too young to understand it at the time. She is
trapped between two worlds. Look at the moment the search parties set out in search of
the twins. Briony questions whether she is old enough to search on her own or if she
should remain behind for her mother's safety. She chooses the former, and as a result,
her life and the lives of everyone around her are forever changed Briony still longs for
her mother's support even after Robbie’s arrest. There is also a bigger loss of innocence
at work in this situation. The entire nation is torn apart by war, and eventually the entire
world. The innocence that Europe was still basking in after “the war to end all wars" is
about to be systematically destroyed. Leon Tallis, a figure who spends his weekends in
London, believes there won't be a war, and believes everyone is naturally good-natured,
i5 a representation of this innocence, War is a highly significant feature of "Atonement”
and something that needs to be handled separately from the book’s main themes, even
though it is uncommon to say that "war” is a theme in any novel Author and well-known
anti-war activist lan McEwan also has a particular interest in the events of World War
Two. McEwan was raised in Army camps while his father, a Major in the British Armed
Forces, was on duty in various parts of the world. Ironically, Robbie Turner is forced to
Rght in the war in order to clear his name of a wrongdoing. This emphasises how unfair
wars are. Despite the fact that the nowvel is fiction, the scenes depicting the war—in
France in Part Two and in London hospitals in Part three are historically authentic. In
particular, "Atonement” captures in exquisite detail the atrocities that the British Army
endured while they waited o be evacuated on the beaches of Dunkirk as the German
planes resumed their onslaught McEwan also mentions a book he read in 1977 by
Lucilla Andrews called "No Time For Romance,” which was a first-person account of a
nurse who worked in the London hospitals during the war. Part Three's events involving
Briony are directly influenced by that reading. Mot a lot needs to be said about it. Events
that altered the course of human history include the two world wars that broke out in

Euraope in the first part of the 20th century. In order to help prevent it from ever
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happening again, lan McEwan's "Atonement” focuses on the long-lasting consequences
these events had on the British psyche.

Throughout the entire hook, social class injustices and inequalities may be seen.
The bond between RHobbie Tummer, the Taflis charwoman's son, and Cecilia Tallis, the
atfluent and well-off Jack Tallis" daughter, is the clearest illustration. Recall that Briony
decides to defend her older sister because she believes she is in serious risk of being
pushed out of her class. For Briony, it comes naturally to prioritise social standing over
love, and her rejection of Robbie serves as legal evidence of this ability Briony joins the
nurses in the bottom class, where she perceives hersell as a slave, as part of her
self-inflicted punishment, The reasons behind this act of penance and bravery
throughout the conflict are unclear. Observe how, at the book's conclusion, Briony has
been reclassified, owning a chauffeur and a gorgeous apartment in Regent’s Park. The
reader wonders how much the novel's setting has changed since 65 years. McEwan also
deals with the theme of identity by asking queries to ponder: Who Briony Tallis is, she is
a young offender, A nurse who is sorry, An author, All of them she is morally upright, A
perverse person. Any book with a sixty-five year timeline will show the characters'
growth and change over the course of the book But when it comes to identity as a
concept, "Atonement” operates on a different level. Briony Tallis has the creative ability
to create anything She is Briony the serious youngster, Briony the well-known author,
and Arabella, the lead in a play she has just written when the story begins. When Briony
is sad, she goes alone to the river where she can daydream about being a killer, a fencing
champion, or an accomplished author. Briony has become a nurse in Part Three of the
book, but she is handed a badge with the wrong first initial. The conflict, her social
standing and her guilt had all thoroughly emasculated her. She agrees to play along with
the dving French soldier's fantasy when she sits with him out of compassion, but in the
end she discloses him her real name

In the story, other characters also experience identity issues like difference
between Jackson and Plerrot, Nettdes and Mave The latter are unahle to tefl if Turner is
a lower-class prisoner like themselves or a smart Cambridge guy. Even Robbie, a
literature graduate turned landscaper who is considering attending medical school and
doesn't have a father, is unsure about his career goals. ldentity confusion highlights the
uncertainty of discovering onesalf during the age of innocence lost as well as the

uncertainty of what a nation is during times of war The only character who seems to
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confidently know who she Is Cecilia Tallis. Coming-of-age books frequently explore
identity-related themes. This comprehensive exploration into what constitutes one's
own sense of individuality and how secure that person has gotten with that outpouring
image is complicated by the fact that we get to know Briony at three different stages in
her life.

McEwan examines fate as a reoccurring issue in his book Saturday. By concentrating on
the lives of only one character, Henry Perowne, McEwan shows how everything even a
person's destiny, may alter in a single day. The well-known neurosurgeon Perowne and
his wife take pride in their dedication to their careers, which dominate their lives: "For
certain days, even weeks on end, work can shape every hour; it's the tide, the lunar cycle
they set their lives by, and without it, it can seem, there’s nothing, Henry and Rosalind
Perowne are nothing” (23). Prior to February 13, 2003, Perowne seldom ever reflected
on his life's purpose outside of work or on larger global challenges, never pausing to
think about possible causes. However, after being threatened by a street thug by the
name of Baxter, Perowne's life significantly changes as he learns what it's like to be in a
scenario over which he has no control. Here, McEwan discusses dread, a key element
from the book Baxter wants to inflict terror in other people’s lives so that they might
experience what it is like to suffer, as he does, because he is upset that his life was cut
short by a neurological condition. Perowne must face a dangerous man in order to
discover that his life is about things that are much more significant than his job: "All
[Ferowne] feels now is fear He's weak and ignorant, scared of the way consequences of
an action leap away from your control and breed new events, now consequences, until
youre led to a place you never dreamed of and would never choose” (287). McEwan
links Perowne's dread to a significant change in his life; when everything he valuesisin
danger of being taken away from him, he starts to think about his future and tries to
figure oul what his higher purpose in life isit’s interesting how McEwan depicts
society's fascination with fear in addition to Perowne's experience with it McEwan
observes how soclety frequently exploits the idea of fear, not o encourage people to
appreciate what they have but rather to use as catchy headlines. Perowne lives in a time
when news stories frequently discuss the growth of fear and how terrorism and war are
regular topics on peoples’ minds. lronically, people seem to be lured to the sense of
impending doom, waiting to hear the next bit of breaking news: "It's a condition of the

times, this compulsion to hear how it stands with the world, and be joined to the
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generality, to a community of anxiety” [180].Through this motif, McEwan illustrates how
people lose interest in the news they hear or witness; rather than showing compassion
for the victims of tragedy and crime, people observe oceurrences without feeling the
emotional impact. McEwan examines the idea of terror and how observers might do it
without being impacted. People stay impartial as long as there are no personal details in
the news: "This is the other familiar element-the horror of what [one] can't see.
Catastrophe from a safe distance. Watching death on a large scale, but seeing no one die.
No blood, no screams, no human figures at all, and into this emptiness, the obliging
imagination set free” (15) But when one’s own life is under risk, everything is differant.
Fear is real, as Perowne can attest It can make people reflect on their life, reevaluate
them, and consider their death. The dangerous and violent Baxter seeks retribution
against Henry Perowne in Saturday because Perowne has the life that Baxter will never
have, torcing Perowne to confront his greatest fear of losing control in a circumstance.
Baxter, who suffers from Huntington's disease, seeks to avoid a future of anguish and
sorrow at the same time he worries about his own destiny. He is aware that as the
sickness progresses and his intellect fails. he will finally lose all contral over his body. [n
Saturday, lan McEwan talks about Rationalism, the idea that decisions should be made
bkased on reason rather than feelings or religion, is one of the key concepts that McEwan
addresses in this book. Henry Perowne sees the world logically, even though he is not
Mr Spoclke At one point in the book, Perowne even questions the usefulness of literature,
questioning if tales featuring magic or supernatural figures are worthwhile. Even though
Perowne's well-informed mind properly diagnoses Baxter's condition, it takes his writer
daughter to calm the vicious criminal down by delivering a poem. In that scene, McEwan
demonstrates how important storytelling and imagination are in addition to the
necessity for science. Finally, McEwan explores the concept of fate through the character
of Baxter that Baxter's persona stands in for fate in a person's life; by posing a threat to
Henry Perowne and his family, Baxter compels Perowne to reconsider the role of fate in
his life and to think about what he can do now to improve his future.

On Chesil Beach examines the lives of two people as they fight in their marriage
to connect with one another: McEwan breaks down how society’s expectations on young
people affect them by focusing on the honevmoon night of the pair Florence and
Edward. Edward and Florence feel compelled to be married because marriage was still

viewed as the most suitable and mature form of a relationship while they were growing
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up in the early 19605, shortly before the sexual revolution. Even though they are
married, the pair has not yet brought up sexuality, which reflects society's lack of
tolerance for the matter: "Their courtship had been a pavane, a stately unfolding, bound
by protocols never agreed or voiced but generally observed. WNothing was ever
discussed-nor did they feel the lack of intimate talk™ [(26). Edward and Florence don't
spend time getting to know one another's personalities because they feel pressured by
society to get married. They believe that marriage will give them the freedom they need,
the chance to get to know one another, and the chance to be treated as adults by society
However, by abiding by social conventions, the couple has entered a relationship where
neither of them really knows the other: "“This was still the era-it would end later in that
famous decade-when to be young was a social encumbrance, a mark of irrelevance, a
faintly embarrassing condition for which marriage was the beginning of a cure, Almost
strangers, they stood, strangely topether, on a new pinnacle of existence, gleeful that
their new status promised to promote them out of their endless youth-Edward and
Florence, free at last!” (7). McEwan focuses on the topic of marriage to demonstrate the
idea that a partnership should not be defined by society's expectations, but rather by the
individuals in the relationship. Conflict in this region foretells marital discontent for
Edward and Florence As they get ready for the wpcoming moment of sexual
transformation on their wedding night, the bride and groom have dreams for their
marriage. Although Florence finds the idea of intimacy disgusting, she feels obligated to
comply with Edward’s requests out of marital duty. She also feels trapped in her
refationship with Edward. and she ultimately decides to break it off out of a combination
of societal pressure and a dread of disappointing him: "To survive, to escape one
hideous moment, she had to raise the stakes and commit hersell to the next, and give the
unhelpful impression that she longed for it herself. The final act could not be
deferred. . she was trapped in a game whose rules she could not question” (41). McEwan
combines the themes of marriage and social expectations in On Chesil Beach to show
how trying to live up to others’ expectations may cause a relationship to fail. Individuals
felt compelled to marry not just out of love but also out of obligation during a time when
conventional beliefs claimed that a pair should be married, which could ultimately sever
the love between two people. Along with the recurring theme of fate in his books,
McEwan also examines the idea of terror. His characters experience fear in very diverse

yvet significant ways, which affects how they respond to situations in which they are no
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longer In control. Florence's character in On Chesil Beach worrles about her friendship
with Edward. She genuinely loves her spouse, but she feels trapped in her marriage and
waorries that there is no way out She convinced herself that Edward would be prepared
to lessen his expectations for her contribution to their marriage, and when she learns
that he still views her as someone she is not, she jeopardises their Future together in an
effort to free herself from his demands

McEwan uses his position as an author to explore distinctive ideas and themes in
each of his stories, as demonstrated in three of his novels: Atonement, On Chesil Beach,
and Saturday His themes differ from novel o novel, playing a significant role in
McEwan's characters' lives. Although McEwan may concentrate on a more particular
issue in one boole such as society’'s expectations of marriage in On Chesil Beach, he also
makes references to related underlying themes that appear in other of his books. The
overarching themes of fate and the future are explored in all three of McEwan's worls.
Every character has aspirations for the future, but not all of those dreams come true. [n
the novel Atonement, Cecilia and Robbie both cling to their romance and hope to be
reunited in the future. But over time, their prospects of getting back together gradually
decrease as a result of Briony's hasty assessments of Robbie On Chesil Beach
demonstrates another way in which fate might intervene when a honeymoon night for a
couple goes from bad to worse. Both Florence and Edward have hopes for their future
marriage, but the stark contrasts in their personalities damage their relatdonship to the
point where realising those hopes is no longer a feasible prospect

In the end McEwan examines the idea of fate and how each choice a person
makes can affect their future. By putting Henry Perowne and his family in danger, Baxter
forces Perowne to reevaluate the rele of fBte in his life and to consider what he can do
right now to improve it Baxter's persona serves as a metaphor for fate in a person's life
Themes are an important element of lan McEwan's novels; they emphasize underlying
concepts that touch to the moments of significance in McEwan's writing. In Atonement,
On Chesil Beach, and Saturday, McEwan's themes vary from the universal to the
advanced. Generally his themes are enclosed in barely one novel, whereas alternative
Hmes they connect many novels along, because of their similarities. McEwan's themes
guide the reader through his stories, encouraging the reader to appear on the far side
what he or she could initial see and to find the deeper that means in his literary works.
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The study focusses on family relationships. Shashi Deshpande novel Moving on
Examine the south Asian families. She explores the private lives of women, while also
situating their private lives. It brings out a clear-cut philosophy about Deshpande’s
treatment of family bond. Indo-Anglian fiction has a long and respectable history. During
the last two hundred vears there are many works, which have appeared in English on
Indian English and on Indian life. Indian writing has come to have a throbbing
distinctive presence of its own, having graduated from the imitatve, realistic, and
psychological stages to the experimental one. Indian writing in English is given a distinct
place in the literary landscape of India.

Shashi Deshpande is one of the most popular writers of Indo-English fiction, She
is the received Sahitya Academy Award. She was born in Dharwad in 1939 Her writing
career only began in the early 1970's, initially starting with short stories from a small
literary press in Calcutta. Later in the 1970's her major works including seven novels,
four short story collections have been published in India. For Deshpande, the privileged
unit of the private sphere in the Indian extended family, by usually middle and
upper-middle class in its huge, sprawling expanse of kinship network that are
nonetheless intricately woven, with each strand loaded with significance that is mythical
time honoured and carefully distinguished. The family looms large as powerful and
paradoxical structures, replete in equal amounts with love care, etc. Deshpande has
gpent most of her life within the discursive space of the narrative frame work such
family structures often seem near complete themselves contained in their local, private
lives.

Shashi Deshpande is well known in literary circles for the depiction of the
quotidian life of the average Indian. What has earned her respect is her uncompromising
stance as an Indian writer who writes in English, but steadfastly resists the malaises
that seem to have afflicted the current crop of Indian writers. She refuses to adorn and
package her writing to portray India as an exotic land, full of magic and mysticism a
formula that has succeeded in gaining international readership for other authors

Deshpande’s novel Moving On is the story of families. The narrator is [iji
(Manjari), a widowed woman who moves in to care her ailing father. After reading her
father's diary she sets to evaluate her life recellective. In view of Baba's revelations that
show past events in a new light. Her search for clues in the childhood spent with her

inmost father, who shares his fascination for the human body with fiji.
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The Family as an Institution

We need hirst to examine the concept of institution generally and next to apply
the concept to the study of the family. This helps us to clarify what is meant by the
institutional analysis of the family, to demonstrate the particular level of the study of the
family for which this approach is suited, and to distinguish institutional analysis from
other analvtical studies of the family
The Concept of Institution

Everyvone realizes that in order for a number of people to function as a sodal
group some rules of behaviours are necessary. More than this, there must be some
degree of consensus about the societal rules, The societal definition of the rights and
duties belong to the individual who fills a certain position in society is termed as roles.
The various prescription and roles of a society relate in some manner to what the
pepple hold important The role behaviours that are specified and the rules that are in
force to assure proper behaviour that is specified, represent the expression of values
people hold in common.

Taken together, the values, the behavioural prescription and the method
enforcing the behavioural norms serve to shape and direct the activity of society
members. The areas of social activity that are so regulated and controlled are said to be
instintionalized. It is important to realize that the term institution is an abstraction. As
guch, it can be considered apart from any people or object and can be used without
reference to them. An institution can be defined as an organized system of practice and
roles developed about values or a cluster, and the machinery designed to regulate and
control the affected areas of behaviours. The analysis of any institution necessarily must
be concerned with the salient concepts in these definitions. Analysis would be in terms
of series of values, the behavioural prescriptions. Let us determine how the methods of
analysis can be applied to the institution of the family.

The family is the most important primary group in the society Itis the easiest and the
most essential, form of the soclety. It is the most basic of all social grouping. 1tis the first
and the most instantaneous, social environment to which a child is exposed, It is an
cutstanding primary group because it is in the family where the child develops its basic
attitudes. In the Indian society is the foremost important which provides for the most
enduring relationships in one form or the other. All of us grow up in a family and every

one of us too will be @ member of a family or other "Family is a more or less durable
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association of husband, and wife, without child, or man, woman alone, with
children®(Burgess and Locke)

Dne way of delineate the ultimate values embodied in the institution of the
family’s is an attempt to define the function that the family serve that are considered
essential to wellbeing and survival of the society. It i3 so important to distinguish
between the societal function performed by an institution and the individual who live in
a particular institutional group. The personal functions that a family serves for the
individual whao lives in it logically shouwld be separated from the societal function served
by the partcular type of family the society has institutionalized. The personal values
realized through various aspect of family living are important and they are related to
societal values expressed in the institution:

Shashi Deshpande is undoubtedly the most significant of the contemporary
Indian women novelist in English. What has earned her respect is her uncompromising
stance as an Indian  writer who writes in English. Her latest novel Moving On has set a
mile stone in Indian writing. At present this book desperately needed in our Indian
society. It is a novel which will change the face of Indian literature for years to come,

This novel Moving On is about the secret lives of men and women. The narrator
father is a widower who has responsibilities w look aflter his daughters Being
matherless, children are taken care of by their father. He is totally different from other
parents. [iji saye "My father was not an interfering man, nor was he an authoritarian
parent”(p. 4¥). The author not only deals with parental love, but also love between
sisters. Gayatri being older had a greater share of responsibilites which she took on
early and easily Jiji in her words say "she was most important person in my life far more
important than my father.” (p 9). Gayatri's nature and her vivacity made their home a
gathering place for their friends. Among them two were voung men, related in some way
to her father

Gayatri is married to Rama Krishna But her father is worried of Gayatri's life
because of her education, father in his words says “she was a clever girl, she had passed
her matriculation with very good marks” [(p. 11] Discovering her father's diary after his
death, she sets put to evaluate her life retrospectively in view of Baba's revelations that
show past events in a new light. She recollect her childhood spent with her anatomist
father. Through her father she comes to know that her mother died in a surgery. "I don’t

think anyone told me this story, nor did | ever hear others speaking of it But somehow,
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sometime the knowledpge came to me that she had died of a ruptured appendix”. (p. 8)
But she read about her mother in her father's diary Her mother Vasu is a writer, who
writes many difficult stories "To us she was just Mai Aamchi Mai was never spoke of her
without possessiveness, she was ours, our mother and we wanted to assert that all the
tme and to evervone (p. 8]

Her past appears to be perfect; her present is riddled with many difficulties. Itis
now while living alone in her father's house that she cannot bear anymore problems.
The problem with Raja her distant cousin who has been asking Jiji to marry him and
Raman, the tenant who is living upstairs. But she lost her husband at her young age "
was eighteen when | married Shyam. | was barely twenty-one when he died that is all (p,
255). She is living with her two children. One day when her two children are away at
school She receives phone calls from a person who wants her to sell the house and
accept the marriage proposal from Raja

The climax of the novel is breath taking way. Deshpande writes about the phone
calls Jiji receives from a stranger asking her whether her house for sale, telling her -
when she denies answering the question - that she better sell the house, In the night
there is an intruder in her bed room. It is not clear what this intruder wants, he tries to
strangle Jiji and they fight on the bed, and suddenly disappear. Raja whom [iji calls when
she finds her voice back arrives immediately. He and the police who come next day try to
convince iji that she should not live alone in the house. But [§ji 15 determined not to let
herself get scared by these intruders.

When family s considered to be an institution. Institution 15 a place where many
people work together. In a family one maintains meaningful relationship between the
members of the family When a family has a good relationship among one self and
evervhody, In "Moving on' we can see a mere perfect relationship among the family
members, which are highly satisfactory. A hushand who loves his wife and not able to
digest her death even though she is the second wife to him. He sacrifices his life for his
daughters. He loves them dearly above all in the world. He lives and dies for his
daughters. The relationship between husband and wife is a satisfying one, but their
relationship does not continue for many days, because she died of a minor surgery. He
spends his life, living with her memories. Gayatri and Jiji does not | know much about
their mother, but they come to known through their father. The relationship between the

sisters is a true relationship, Gayatri loves her sister, and looks after her like a mother,
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Gayatri and Jijl are married to Rama Krishna and Shyam. But they loge their husbands at
their young age. Even though they lose their husbands at their young age, their
relationship continues.

In Moving On Deshpande gives us |iji, a complex character trying to reach her
real self: the conflicting demand and role of her life. In understanding Jiji's struggle. one
is forced to rethink one's role in the tapestry of life. The answer to this seemingly
characteristic behaviour lies somewhere in society's elaborate rules that deny a woman
the expression of her sexuality while allowing this freedom to the man. Raja, a childhood
companion to [iji’s is the perfect fail o her

Conservative to her daring ways focused on his life and career Yet it is finally
with him that Jiji finds peace and securely that has been lacking in her life. This too
seems out of character till we realize that there are many facets to iji's personality, and
on a deeper plane [iji still remains eager to please. The estrangement between Jiji and
her parents is initially only hinted at and the reader is left wondering of what they have
imagined it. The novel is about the conflict between a woman's intellectual and
emotional being. liji does get rid of her blinkers views the world with painful honesty in
a way only a woman is able to view her relationships with other maybe there is her
tragedy, that she cannot spare hersell and hide behind half-truth any more. Reality has
to be accepted and shared to become real, In Moving On Deshpande has left behind the
raw anger of her earlier works like The Dark holds no terror, The Long silence, Roots
and Shadows, and presented us with much more mellowed work as if she herself has
‘moved on to other softer forms of writing.

In the earlier historical period where there is any record family system is mainly
patriarchal in which the father or any other oldest male member dominate the whaole
life of the family In the modern family, people are less subject to the parental control
concerning whom and when they shall marry. This novel Moving On published in the
modern age does not deal with modern days, instead concentrates on the traditional
concepts of the family.

Conclusion

The principal maotifs in her novels are about women Usually, well-educated
sometimes professionally established often torn between the wisible and invisible
networks of tradition that centre on the overarching family structure. This novel mainly

fullows up the Indian tradition. This novel mainly follows up the Indian tradition. The
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way how a father brings up his daughter and how they are married to two men and the
way they spend their lite. This shows the Indian tradition. Since Deshpande deals with
Indian life the sufferings behaviour and culture also are reflected from the Indian reality.

There are positive and negative sides to relation. There are superficial as well as
meaninglhul relation enclosed in the sphere of reality. Moving on is weaving together of
twio narrative - one a father who is now dead and other is his daughter. This novel is a
combination of imagination and various observations of many things. But the part is one
whose borders are porous shape always shifting, unstable. All the events are somewhat
related to reality. Slippage of such attention to other

Deshpande’s novels remind us the relationship between traditions of committed
of social realism and epistemological adventureness of modernism can be seamless one.
Indeed, as if in a gesture of acknowledgement of the stand reassuring presence of a
culturally rooted everyday reality around it, much of the structural formulation of fiction
change.
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Chapter - 8
Motherhood in Lady Windermere's Fan by Oscar Wilde
Mrs. Bhuvaneswari R
Assistant Professor, Deportment of English
Shrimati Indiro Gamdhi College, Tiruchirappaili-62000.2

Lady Windermere's Fan: A Play About a Good Woman is a four act comedy by
Oscar Wilde, first produced 22 February 1892 at the 5t James Theatre in London. The
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play was first published in 1893, Like many of Wilde's comedies, it is a biting satire on
the morals of Victorian society, particularly marmage.

Lady Windermere and Lord Windermere are a happy, young couple - married for
just under two years with a six-month-old child On the day Lady Windermere is
throwing one of the last parties of the season for her birthday, two friends, Lord
Darlington and the Duchess of Berwick, come by to see her and imply that her husband
has been cheating on her with a woman named Mrs. Erlynne. There are three mothers
central to the play Lady Windermere's Fan: Lady Windermere, Duchess of Berwick, and
Mrs Erlynne. These three women serve as both parallels and foils of one another to
create a nuanced picture of motherhood in Victorian England and Wilde's views on the
matter

Lady Windermere is a young mother, and we never see her interact with her
child. In fact, she even leaves her child to run away with Lord Darlington until Mrs.
Erlynne stops her Mrs. Erlynne is not shown to be a perfect mother by any stretch, since
she herself left Lady Windermere as child and does not even reveal her identity during
the course of the play. Mrs Erlynne is a mysterious female who's new to London society.
Though the play means that she's in all likelihood in her overdoe thirties, she appears a
great deal more youthful and is favourite via way of means of all of the guys in London
society, despite the fact that she lacks first rate own circle of relatives members of the
family and there are all sorts of scandalous rumours approximately her beyond. She
profits social popularity whilst she attends Lady Windermere's celebration and charms
the guests, and he or she sooner or later will become engaged to Augustus Toward the
giveup of the play, the target market learns that she is certainly Lady Windermere's
mather, and that she deserted her baby to pursue a lover, who sooner or later deserted
Mrs Erlynne herself When she located out that her daughter had married the rich Lord
Windermere’, she started annoying cash from him on the grounds that she knew that he
wouldn't need to harm Lady Windermere via way means of revealing Mrs.Erlynne’s
actual identity In the give up, she succeeds in the use of this connection to Lord
Windermers' to regain front into well-mannered society. MrsErlynne is the play's
starkest instance of ethical ambiguity, on the grounds that she acts selflessly at instances
whilst addition ally refusing to express regret for her beyvond errors and opportunistic
behaviour. She continues Lady Windermere's fan on the give up of the play, which

suggests symbolically how she in the long run masters the use of feminity and gender
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roles to create the truth she wants. Mrs. Erlynne Quotes in Lady Windermere's Fan. The
Lady Windermere's Fan charges under are all both spoken via way of means of Mrs.
Erlynne or talk over With Mrs. Erlynne. For every quote, you could additionally see the
opposite characters and subject matters associated with it (every subject is indicated via
way of means of its very own dot and icon, like this one: Morality and Ambiguity Theme
lcon). However, she does seem to make amends by saving the relationship between Lady
Windermere and her child.

Mr= Erlynne finds her daughter at Lord Darlington's house and tries to convince
her to return to her hushamnd. Mrs. Erlynne reveals o Lady Windermere that she
destroyed the note, meaning she can go home without fear that her hushand already
knows what she had planned. She also tries to convince her daughter that what she is
doing is a mistake. The mysterious Mrs. Erlynne is Lady Windermere's long-lost
mother—a fact that is not revealed until the late in the play. Lady Windermere never
learns her true identity. Mrs. Erlynne wants desperately to be accepted within her
daughter's social circles. She has a reputation as a woman with a shady past, a "divarced
woman, going about under an assumed name, a bad woman preying upon life” In other
words, she seems to be a woman with no substantial income, and therefore no right to
socialize with the Windermeres and their circle.

However, Mrs. Erlynne reveals herself to be a woman of guality, who puts aside
her own interests in favour of protecting her child Having found herself capable of a
mother’s devotion, she decides to escape in order to spare her daughter further
embarrassment. Fortunately, Lord Lorton still loves her and offers his hand in marriage.
Mrs. Erlynne arrives at the ball. Lady Windermere drops her fan. Mrs. Erlynne tries to
talk in a friendly way to both Lord Windermere, who says she shouldn't have come, and
Lady Windermere, who behaves very coldly to her. Mrs, Erlyone begins to talk to and
befriend many at the party. Lord Augustus, Lord Windermere, and Mrs. Erlynne go off
together into another room while Dumby and Lady Plymdale talk about her reputation;
since Dumby has made a date to lunch at her house, Lady Plymdale asks him to take her
hushand along since he has been "so attentive lately” (27).

Mrs. Erlynne teases Lord Windermere by demanding more money of him so that
she can marry Lord Augustus. Later that night, when the guests have started to leave,
Lady Windermere makes the decision to run away with Lord Darlington. She leaves a

note for Lord Windermere explaining what she is going to do. The note is found by Mrs.
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Erlynne, who immediately goes after Lady Windermere to try and stop her from running
away with Lord Darlington. [t is revealed that Mrs. Erlynne is actually Lady
Windermere's maother: Mrs. Erlynne takes the note with her and lies to Lord
Windermere about what it is. She also asks Lord Augustus to distract Lord Windermere
by taking him to his club

Mrs. Erlvnne finds her daughter at Lord Darlington's house and tries to convince
her to return to her hushand. Mrs. Erlynne reveals wo Lady Windermere that she
destroyed the note, meaning she can go home without fear that her hushand already
knows what she had planned. She also tries to convince her daughter that what she is
doing is a mistake. At first, Lady Windermere refuses to listen to Mrs. Erlymne, but when
Mrs. Erlynine starts to talk about Lady Windermere's child, she decides to return home,
When Lord Windermere prepares to leave, he notices a fan belonging to his wife on a
table and a quarrel breaks between Lord Windermere and Lord Darlington. In the
commotion, Mrs Erlynne reveals herself. allowing Lady Windermere to escape
unnoticed. Lady Windermere tells Lord Windermere that she cannot leave today as he
wints because she needs to visit with Mrs, Erlynne. He does not want her to, but she is
adamant Mrs, Erlynne arrives at the Windermeres' home She tells Lady Windermere
that she will be going away. Mrs. Erlynne asks for a photograph of Lady Windermere and
Lady Windermere happily complies with one in the room, Mrs. Erlynne compliments the
photograph but requests one with both Lady Windermere and her child.

After Lady Windermere leaves the room to get this photo, Lord Windermere tries
o make Mrs. Erlynne promise that she will not reveal the oruth about her identity to
Lady Windermere. He also scorns her for taking advantage of her situation - turning up
in her daughter’s life only when there is the possibility to make money.

Mrs. Erlynne plays with Lord Windermere's emotions by refusing to promise to
not reveal her identity to her daughter and saying she will also ask Lady Windermere to
give her the fan that Lord Windermere recently gave her as a present They discuss how
much Lady Windermere has always missed and revered her mother

On top of this, she threatens to insult and even harm Mrs Erlynne, though the
audience must wait in suspense to see whether she will really carry out these actions,
Finally, she does not seem to be very involved in the life of her child, who is not seen

onstage once during the show, though this does not seem to be out of the norm for any
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of the play's characters. It would seem that Wilde's complex characterization of Lady
Windermere speaks further to his distaste for moral absolutism

Lady Windermere makes a bogeyman out of Mrs Erlynne from the first time on
she hears something about her She judges on what she is told about this doubtful
“woman with a past”by Duchess of Berwick. She has never seen her before but does not
even consider this first judgement to be wrong To her Mrs Erlynne is the enemy and
only when Mrs Erlynne saves her from disgrace she is ready to change this opinion.

The difference between the two women is that Mrs Erlynne is ready to take the
consequences for her actions while Lady Windermere is unable o do so. Mrs Erlynne
alsa emphazises her daughter’s weak nature in the Third Act when she says “You
havent got the kind of brains that enables a woman to get back. You have neither the wit
nor the courage. You couldn’t stand dishonour”[24] So Lady Windermer is fortunate
enough to be prevented from the whole implementation while her mother paid the total
price for her misdoing. The relationship of the two women is very peculiar. Lady
Windermere does not find out Mrs Erlvnne’s true identity at all, still she helps her
unknowingly to succeed in re-entering society while Mrs Erlynne helps her daughter to
save her marriage and remain in her social state. Only because of the appearance of Mrs
Erlynne it becomes necessary for her to question her own moral standards and only
because of her she sees herself confronted with a situation that probably would never
have occurred otherwise in her life. The Winderemeres decide to forget about the
troubles of the last twenty-four hours and to go on with their perfect little married-life
as before. Lord August does not let himself be scared of and still wants to marry Mrs
Ertynne. So Mrs Erlynne managed it yvet another time to regain her place in society. Lady
Winderemere will never get to know the truth about her mother.
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Abstract

Human life is always threatened and the modern area, only adds o the
endangering of an individual’s life. Man hopes, plans, acts, but finally he only faces
failure, where none of his plans materialize. Menace, is sheer “threat, but the Absurd
playwrights treat this ‘menace’ through comedy, thereby making the audience laugh at
the ahsurdity of life, as well as "think’, what life, really i5. It is a contemplation of every
viewer of this drama, of his own life. The phrase ‘Comedy of Menace® is applied to
Pinter's early playvs. like that of The Room. The Birthday Party, The Dwarf and The
Care-taker. These plays are suggest, that although they are funny, they are also
menacing, in a vague and undefined way, unsettling the audience even as they laugh
Characterization is like an ornament, which adds color and décor to an object, In forms
the central part of the play. The motives and the actions of the character intrigue and
amuse the mass. This is aim of found trait in the drama of the absurd.

Introduction

Human life is always threatened and the modern area, only adds to the
endangering of an individual's life. Once born, a human being steps into that abysmal
darkness, for which he has no answer, no solution. There is this meaning world
surrounding him, enclosing him, he is always threatened. With great expectations, an
individual groups for his destiny, for his shelter, only to face menace, which looms large
over him, reducing him to nothingness Every Absurd dramatist portrays this very fact
of human life, especially in the modern age, where life has become a ‘gamble’ in which
either, one wins or loses [t is a sort of game between a man and God himself, says
Beckett, the pioneer of the Absurd theatre. In his play, entitled Murphy, he says “There is
no return game, bebween a man and his star” (Murphy, PBS).

Man hopes, plans, acts, but finally he only faces failure, where none of his plans
materialize. Menace, is sheer ‘threat, but the Absurd playwrights treat this 'menace’,
through comedy, thereby making the audience laugh at the absurdity of life, as well as
“think’, what life, really is. It is a contemplation of every viewer of this drama, of his own
life. The phrase "Comedy of Menace’ is applied o Pinter's early plays, like that of The
Room, The Birthday Party, The Dwarf and The Care-taker These plays are suggest, that
although they are funny, they are also menacing, in a vague and undefined way,

unsettling the audience even as they laugh. In The Core-taker, three characters are
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involved; it would be uninvolved rather, since indifference and non-communication are
the major motifs, found in absurd play It is a three act ply, and the characters are
Davies, Aston and Mick. Davies, is the central character of the play. He is an old man,
probably in his sixties. Shabbily clothed he is presumably dirty, and accused of having
an unpleasant smell. This is evident when Mick accuses Davies, in the second act “vou're
stinking the place out You're an old skate. You den't belong in a nice place like this
You're an old barbarian. " (Care-taker, P44). He is full of resentment at his low
position.

In life, and this resentment, he expresses through illogical fear of the Blacks,
Poles, Greeks and the like, He stoops, to gain, calling Aston ‘mister, since Aston's the
person who took him in, but during the course of the second and third acts, one finds
that the infidelity in him, takes the toll, which leaves him tantalizing between Mick and
Aston. Through Davies, the playwright has brought out the various possible themselves
that of colonization, insecurity, race hatred and mystery. When Davies tries to dominate
Aston, joining with Mick, it iz evident that he makes the best use of the situation, and
tries to drive the host himself. This parallels with the theme of colonization, where the
English settlers, tried to dominate and monopolies the permanent settlers, by setting up
English colonies. An old tramp as he is, "he emerges in the first minutes of the play as an
epitome of some of the worst traits of the British workman: prone to get involved in
quarrel about who should do what job, xenophobic, lazy and ill-tempered” (P. 75].

At one moment Davies confess his inability, but at the same time makes a
desperate attempt on his part, to convince himself, as well as others, that he is a person
worth taking seriously. This is evident when he confess to Aston sincerely *you been a
friend to me. You took me in. You took me in, you didn’t ask me any question, yon give
me a bed, you been a mate to me” [Care taker, F84). Davis is a man to thank Aston, for
giving him a shelter, a place to live in, but at the same time he also assures Aston that he
is a person, who has footings, in a place called side up just to prove that he is worth as
an Iindividual, and that he could be considered seriously, by others.

The atmosphere of menace is also created by Pinter's ability to drop suddenly
from a high comic level to one of deep seriousness. This is clearly evident when all the
characters in The Care-taker have their own aspirations and ambitions Aston hopes of
building a shed of his own, where he could work peacefully. While discussing it with

Davies, he becomes a highly serious person, He speaks, with death and hope, the hope
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that his wish would be fulfilled. The aloofness and noncommittal attitude in him vanish
when he speaks out his mind, his hope and his wish. Mick, a loudmouth and a
voluptuous character, also has his own aspirations. He is in building trade, and he hopes
to dwell in a luxury of his own. He dreams, of a penthouse, fully furnished with modern
gadgets, which could only belong to him. Even though the house in which Aston and
Nick dwell, belongs to both of them yet, they feel that their security and the idea of a
roof over one's head, would be complete, only if each one owns his place, be it small or
big.

It is the similar case with Davies, but in his case the circumstances difTer, Since
his place is not permanent, any time ne could be thrown out of the house, which is what
happens at the end, and this is where Davies gets sertous. He, who has been fooling
everybady, with his loose talks, his mumblings and grumblings, feels impotent and
naked, when he is left on the streets alone, with a door closed behind him. The sense of
fear. in the play, the fear of the Blacks and the coloured men, the fear of mental hospital
and the fear of unpredictable violent behaviour of mick, are also some of the menacing
traits, portrayed here. This is ‘Everyman's’ fear. Every individual, who is part of the
society, a community, would naturally throw hostility towards an alien and foreign body
stepping into the community. And on any day, an individual may be labelled ahnormal
and segregated from others. This causes fear in him, since he is not sure of his own
maovemeants, actons and behaviour

Thirdly, once again, the primeval fear of being violated and assaulted suddenly is
imbibed within an individual. While Mick 15 an example for the source of attack, Davies
stands for the one who is assaulted. Just as Davies, is the main vehicle for comedy; in the
play, so0 is he the main vehicle, Tor the presentation of fear? He is frightened of the
society, which he cannot understand, and to which he does not belong. Menace plays so
harsh on him, that his whole beimg throbs, with his fear; fear of being alone and of facing
the truth, about himself He lives in a world of illusion, a reality, a make-belief into
something persistent, the over-changing to the constant, but he fails. Mot only Davies,
but Aston and Mick fail as well. They are a treat to each other, but yet, they continue to
survive, responding to each other with a courteous nod, a silent heave and a violent
claim on each other. They live their life, with joys and sorrows, taking an alternate turn

in their routine.
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His crudeness is brought to light when he complains about Aston, who gives him
shelter to Mick, but his innocence is also comfirmed when he thinks that Mick is
‘straight-forward’ and solely believes him. He conspires with Mick to throw out Aston,
from his house and finally 15 sealed by Mick as on old rogue. Dawies is incapable of
seeing himself as he really is, perhaps if he did, the vision would he so hopeless and
depressing that he would give up. Thus his self-deception and lack of self-knowledge
are not simply ignorance but something vital, to his survival, a means of hiding from the
truth that might otherwise kill him. He resembles '‘Everyman’ himself, whose character,
problems and life can be seen as representative of certain basic features, shared by
every human being. His problems are not unique; they are very much a part of normal
human existence. His belief that he will 'sort himself out, when he gets down to side up
can be seen as representative all the things that people dream of doing, but never
achieve. He is lazy, ill-tempered, quarrel some, bitter; violent and selfish. His urge to
dominate the room has been seen as an allegory of the primitive sin, that man is evil and
that primitive instants are Imbibed under the surface of civilized behaviour The
audience and the readers themselves are left to judge his character He evokes anger
and pathos, anger when he manipulates his free choice and pathos, at the end, where he
is left o decide his life, alone.

The next main character of the play is Aston, a young man, in his late twenties,
who always wears a shabby pin-striped suit that was given to him at the hospital. His
clothing could perhaps could perhaps, signify the conformity and respectability, that
Aston is a reprosentative of the artist in society, like Stanley, of The Birthday Party. Just
because the society cannot tolerate the artistic personality, in him, it reduces him to
conformity and the suit which, he wears, symbolizes this. The generous quality in Aston,
is seen when he rescues Davies from the café, offers him a room and a bed. He gives
Davies a cigarette, a pair of shoes, money, and a bag He often speaks in monosyllables.
He appears a weak character, slightly lunatic. He cherishes a statue of Buddha, and
when It breaks, his hopes shatter with it. He is over-sensitive and is In search of a
meaning for lite and religion - a philosophic personality at the surface level but he too is
insecure a nervous.

Aston too has his own aspirations, hopes and aims  He hopes to construct a shed,
but in vain. His patience appears too trying, when he puts up with Davies tantrums; his

silence at the end of the play, is so filled with meaning that it sends tremor not only to
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Davies, but to the others as well. His innocence 1§ proved when he trusts Davies and
offers him a job as a caretaker, not aware of the evil in Davies. Aston appears quiet but
throws out his annoyance now and then. In the second act, Aston is disturbed by the
noise, Davies makes in his sleep. He gets angry and accuses Davies, but at the same
time, he holds Davies by his side and pours out his experiences in the mental hospital
This shows that people need 'someone’ to listen to their grief, "someone’ to need them
and comfort them. He confesses to Davies. The agent of success, behind every work of
art if the creator himself, the author, or the writer of a particular piece of work. At the
same time, the role of the characters, of this especially in the genres of prose and drama
marks the cause of this success Therefore, the reverence and creditis attributed to the
characters alone, which stand evidence to the rise and fall of a work of art.
Conclusion

Characterization is like an ornament, which adds colour and décor to an object
It forms the central part of the play The motives and the actions of the character
intrigue and amuse the mass. This is aim of found trait in the drama of the absurd. The
point made clear is that, generosity and good intentions are not enough; even a
hospitable person must sometimes deny the impulses of kindness and generosity when
faced with the intransigence of human nature, in persons like Davies. Therefore Aston is
the only person, who seems to possess a cool air of the superficial and the real, of
illusion and reality, of the lunatic and the same, which is the mark of every human baing

Thus Pinter helps the reader to capture the atmosphere of the play through the
words, action and behavior of the characters. The repeated colloguialisms and casual
idioms and slang are the hall marks of Pinter’s characters, who stand well apart, from
the characters of the predecessors.
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Abstract

In The God of Small Things, Arundhati Roy beautifully pictures how women are
neglected in male dominated society. Ammu s the heroine and the central character of
the novel The God of Small Things. She is a tragic figure humiliated, insulted and
misbehaved by her father. She is ill-treated and misbehaved by her husband also. She is
badly insulted by the police. She is also deserted by her brother. The illegal love-affair
between a Syrian Christian women and a lower caste paravan is wonderfully pictured in
the novel, The novel is partly autohiographical and partly fictional. The age-old theme is
madified by author's creative power The God of Small Things examine the status and
predicament of women of three generations  Roy clearly reveals that she is against the
negligence of women  The Post-Independence India, still believes in the male

domination. 1t does not think of women's achievements, their values, problems,
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heritage and their need for freedom. 50 the post-colonial writers have focused their
attention on various themes such as alienation of women, suppression of their freedom,
Feeling of loneliness, the need for love and respect in the society

Introduction

In The God of Small Things, Arundhati Roy beautifully pictures how women are
neglected in male dominated society. Ammu is the heroine and the central character of
the novel The God of Small Things. She is a tragic figure humiliated, insulted and
misbehaved by her father She is ill-treated and misbehaved by her husband also She is
badly insulted by the police. She is also deserted by her brother. The (llegal love-afTair
between a Syrian Christian women and a lower caste paravan is wonderfully pictured in
the novel. The novel is partly autobicgraphical and partly fictional. The age-old theme 15
modified by author's creative power

Ammukutty shortly called as Ammu, was born in Syrian Christian family and
refused college education by her father just because she is a girl. In those days education
to a girl was considered as an unnecessary expense. Women are dominated by men's
religious rules and customs 50, Ammu has to wait at home expecting a suitable
bridegroom to marry her: But Ammu's father is not a rich man. So, no proposal came on
her way. Ammu's father tortures her mother. "Every night he beat her with a brass
flower vase. The beatings weren't new” (4],

The God of Small Things examine the stams and predicament of women of
three generations. One could perceive her how the first two generations, [Mammachi
and Baby Kochamma) maintain certain silence and refrain from guestboning the male
codes and order, accepting them as the norms. But third generation (Ammu) evaluates
the actions. Ammu is a bold creation of Roy  This new woman with a sharpened
intellect is assertive and exhibits a certain independence in thought, word and action
Roy clearly reveals that she is against the negligence of women. The Post-Independence
India, still believes in the male domination. It does not think of women's achievements,
their values, problems, heritage and their need for freedom. 5o the post-colonial writers
have focused their attention on various themes such as alienation of women,
suppression of their freedom, feeling of loneliness, the need for love and respect in the
society

The story primarily takes place in a town named Ayemenem is a part of Kottavam

in Kerala state of India. The temporal setting shifts back and forth from 1969, when
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Rahel and Estha, a set of fraternal twins are seven years old, to 1993, when twins are
reunited at the age of 31. Much of the story is written in a view point sympathetic to the
soven year old children. Malayalam words are liberally used in a conjuction with English.
Prominent facets of Kerala lite that the novel captures are communism, the caste system
and the Keralite Syrain Christian way of life.

Baby Kochamma is the vamp of the story. As a voung girl, she fell in love with the
handsome Irish monk, Father Mulligan, who was in Kerala for a year on deputation from
his seminary in Madras. Father Mullizan was studying Hindu Scriptures in order to
denounce them intelligently Baby Kochamma was so blindly attracted to Father
Mulligan.

Baby Kochamma converts to Roman Catholic against the wishes of her father in
order to set close to Father Mulligan. But her attempt to win his interest had failed. She
took her vows and entered in a convent in Madras as a trainee beginning with a strong
hope that even this act will provide her legitimate association with Father Mulligan. But
all her efforts and desire to be close to Father Mulligan went in vein. At this juncture she
grew restless and confused, She started writing puzzling letters to her parents. These
letters clearly expresses the extreme sense of frustration in the mind of Baby
Kochamma.

In the beginning part of this novel Baby Kochamma is seen as a perfect villain in
the lives of the Mombattis - Ammu, Estha, Rahel and Velutha, She toa, herself is a lady
whao is disillusioned from her life. She is an absolutely frustrated, deserted and isolated
character who becomes a sadist and torments all around her and deprives them of those
things which she always hankered for Her principle was - "if | don't get, you don't get
any either” (24). As Shakespeare has said: It is a tale told by anidiot, full of sound and
fury signifying nothing, she is elderly, bitter, frothing and fuming with anger She also
develops forndness for jewelry, when people are unwilling to the sheen and glamour of
young age. But Baby kochamma is an exception

Ammu’s life ook a new turn when she went to Calcutta to attend a marriage
ceremony. She makes the opportunity to spend summer at her aunt's house in Calcutta,
There she met her future husband who was on a vacation from his job of an Assistant
manager of a tea estate in Assam. He proposes Ammu and she agrees to marry him
without informing her parents She thinks, this will be better than returning to
Ayemenem.
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Ammu didnt pretend to be in Love with him. She thought that

anything, anyone at all would be better than returning to

Ayemenem. She wrote to parents informing them of her

decision. They didn't reply {30)

Later she realizes that her husband is a drunkard and every night he tortures her
Ammu’s marriage becomes a total failure. She comes to know her husband's cruel
acticn when, she is pregnant. And amids that *Estha and Rahel were born” (40). She
does not want to live with her drunkard husband. After breaking the love marriage she
returns o Ayemenem with her children

Ammu’s parents, Fappachi and Mammachi started hating. Ammu, because of her
love marriage. But stll the family members invite Ammu and her twins. Ammu’s
brother Chacko was a student of Oxford He also comes back to Ayemenem, He thinks
that only he has got the full power in the functioning of pickles company:

Though Ammu did as much work in the factory as Chacko,

whenever he was dealing with food inspectors ar senitaty

engineers, he always referred to it as my factory, my pine apples

my pickles legally this was the case because Ammu, as a

daughter had not claim to the property [57).

Chacko's plan to get ancestral properties is hatred by Ammu  She hitterly
remarks “Thanks to our male chauvinist sociery” (57) women are kept in darkness,
Chacko says of his sister Ammu “5She carried the cold knowledge that for her, life had
been lived.... 5he married the wrong man® [38]. And now Ammu's life becomes
miserable. She thinks about how to come up in life. She is also worried about her
children, she thinks of them, "Like a pair of small bewildered frogs engrosses in each
other's company lolloping arm in arm down a highway full hurtling traffic” (43).

The arrival of Velutha is the turning point in Ammu's life. Velutha was the lover
of Ammukutty, "He was called Velutha, which means white in Malayalam-because he was
g0 black™ (73]. His father Vellya Pappan was a paravan. Vellya Pappan and his ancestors
had been serving Mammachi and her ancestors for a long time. He was a loyal servant of
her family. But fortunately or unfortunately his younger son Velutha loved Ammu.
Velutha's life runs into trouble after he gets attracted to Ammu. Velutha is three years
older than Ammu. Their relationship started as friendship later developed in to a love
relationship. Velutha loves not only Ammu but her twins Estha and Rahel Velutha plays
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with them and shares some of the best moments of their life. Ammu watches Velutha
playing with Rahel, she thinks that she has got a good life partner, and she feels happy.
Ammu’s love for her children can be seen clearly, when

Evervbody says that children need a Baba. And | say no, not

my children. D'vou know Why?.__and not together, but almaost

Esthappen and Rahel said. "Because you're our Ammu and our

Baba and you us ‘double’ ‘More than Double' Ammu said (149).

One day, Vellya Pappen, sees their illicit love and he breaks the news to Baby
Kochamma. Mammachi rages when she comes to know how the lovers have made the
unthinkahble, thinkable and the impossible really happen.

Mammachi and Baby Kochamma came to know the real love between Ammu and
Velutha, So the family members, Baby Kochamma and Mammachi want Velutha to leave
Ayvemenem. Mammachi feels about her daughter. She thinks that Ammu's first marriage
was not a successful one; for the second time also she spoiled her life by falling in love
with a low-caste person Velutha. Baby Kochamma complains to the inspector Thomas
Mattew that a low caste man has tried to force himself on her niece, a divorce with twao
children. As a result Velutha is arrested and charged with kidnapping the children,
Estha, Rahel and Sophie Mol. The police inspector Thomas Mattew tortures Velutha hy
the name of his caste. He is mercilessly treated at the police station

At the police station he i€ started to death. Velutha appeared on

the scummy slippery floor. He was naked hid mundu had come

undone. Blood spilled from his skull like a secret (320).

Yelutha unable to sustain the torture dies in the palice custody. Baby Kochamma
and Mammachi feels happy to hear the news of Velutha's death at the police station.
They are very happy because they thought their daughter's will be safe When the news
reached Ammu’s ears, she got shocked and immediately she went o the police station.
There Ammu saw the face Velutha and got angry with her mother and aunt The
Innocent Velutha beaten to the verge of the death by the merciless police force that
bears a grudge against him for keeping illicit relationship with Ammu. The brutality of
the police, the cruel indifference of Ammu, and the communist party, and the desertion
bw the children are neatly summed up thus: “Their work, abandoned by God and History,
by Marx, by man, by women and by the children, lay folded on the Aoor He was

semiconscious, but wasn't moving” (3107.
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Rahel and Estha the twins have to pass through many hardships in the big
Ayemenem House. Rahel develops a sense of isolation. She is a girl of rebellion like her
mother. 5he feels like a fish out of the water in the Ayemenem House. Her mother
mentally too frustrated and dejected inspite of loving her s0 much, was not able to take
care of her. At this stage of neglect makes Rahel is a reckless and a suffering child. A
child always seeks love, affection and care from her elders, but unfortunately she is
dewvoid of all these basic things. Rahel was nearly eleven vears old when her mother
died "Thirty-one, not old, not young. But a viable die-able age" (3]

In the novel, The God of Small Things, we see the love between Rahel and Larry
M Caslin is clearly seen  Larry Mc Caslin is an American, who comes to Delhi to collect
material for his doctoral thesis. Earlier Rahel is a student of the college of Architecture
in Delhi. In the meantime Rahel meets Larry Mc Caslin. Rahel spends eight vears in the
college without completing the five vears undergraduate course nor taking her degree
she gets married a person, Larry Mc Caslin  "Rahel drifted into marriage like a
passenger drifts towards an unoccupied chair in an airport lounge, with a sitting down
dense. She returmed with him to Boston® (18).

Rahel grows without a brief without anybody to arrange a marriage for her, nor
does she have anyvbody who would pay her a dowry and therefore without an obligatory
husband looming on her horizon. “Where drunks occasionally vomited into the money
tray, and pimps propositioned her with more lucrative job officers™ (20). After some
days, they dislike each other and soon they divorce each other. In the early age, she was
not happy at all, because of her mother's miserable life. Rahel compares her mother's
life with her. At first her mother Ammu loved an assistant manager of a tea estate. Her
urgent married life broken and then disvorced. Rahel thought and felt her life is similar
to that of her mother's. Now Rahel is affected by the broken love of Larry  Afterwards
she is divorced by her hushand. Rahel works as a waitress in an Indian restaurant and
at night she works as a clerk in a gas station. After few days Rahel hears the news of
Estha returning to Ayemenem. 5She feels very happy

Rahel now i5 a helpless woman. She thinks that her mother Estha will help her.
Rahel decides to meet Estha. 5o she comes back o Ayemenen Rahel forgets her
miserable life at Ayemenen. The God of Small Things is a novel of love and suffering,
This suits character's like Ammu, Mammachi, Baby Kochamma, Velutha and Ammu's
children. The God of Small Things pictures the social evils such as denial of education
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to woman, freedom for women, religious customs and love. In the beginning of the novel,
Chacko was sent to Britain to study. On the other hand Ammu was not allowed to study,
because she is a woman Her parents do not accept Ammu’'s love marriage, but they
accept their son's love marriage

Conclusion

Ammu is a typical modern woman who stands apart from traditional society. She
is also the tragic heroine of the novel. She plays the role of a daughter 1o Mammachi,
sister to Chacko and mother to Rahel and Estha. As a daughter and sister, she faces only
humiliation and sufferings. Her mother Mammachi refuses to accept her as a divorcee.
Her brother behaves as if she is an outsider, He always tells her that she has no right to
ask any property. Ammu cannot get sympathy form her mother and brother But as a
mother to Rahel and Estha, she enjoys her role

Ammu is a disciplined woman who wants to be a faithful and truthful wife.
Though her husband compels her to be an immoral wife, she refuses to do so.
Henceforth, her primary concern is diverted to bring her children morally and ethically
gomd, Later she feels that she needs a life partner. 50 she decides that Velutha is the
suitable man. But her mother and others oppose her opinion. They say that she has
brought shame to their caste by thinking of marrying a low caste man.

Baby kochamma is a typical example of hypocrisy. She is the one who says
something and does something and does something. She herself is a divorced lady but
she leaves no stone unturned to harass Ammu  Baby kochamma learns about Ammu’s
illicit relanonship between Ammu and Velutha through Velutha's father Vellya Pappen.
Delving deep into the character of Baby kochamma, one comes to know that she is a
complex character  Her repressed sentiments gave rise to her hypocritical and snob
attitude and she was able to carry forward the platonic love of Father Mulligan even
after his death because her love for him was great

Ammu is shattered by the burden of all the events and incidents in her life She
cannot cope with the shocks which she recetve from and the society. She wants to live
for her children's sake, but she cannot keep her grip of reality. Ultimately she dies in
disgrace. Roy conveys the ldea that not only the men but also the women stand as
hurdle in other women's progress. She indirectly shares that a woman has to feel for

other woman's problems. Roy shows a patriarchal domination of a caste - ridden
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structure where men dominate over women, the possessed over the non-possessed, the
powerful over the weak and the touchable over the untouchable.
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Anita Desai's The Village By The 5ea- A Critical Study
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Abstract

Anita Desai’s novels reveals the portrayal of the cultural and social changes that
India has undergone as she focuses on the incredible power of family and society and
the relationships between family members. The founding and nurturing of individualicy
and the establishing of individualism of her characters’. Often hailed by critics as the
first psychological novelist of India, Anita Desai is primarily concerned with characters.
Her characters are neither social types nor representatives of any marginalized groups.
The study focusses on the action that takes place in a fishing village near the sea named

Thul, located in a rural area in India. The novel follows the life of a small family who live

in poverty, The parents are unable to take care of their four children. The mother is sick
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with an unknown [liness and the father is given to drink and dissolution. 5o the oldest
two, Lila and Hari, assume the reles of adults in the house. Lila takes care of her mother
and takes care of the house while her brother works in the fields in order to inancially
sustain his family.

Introduction

Anita Desai is a remarkable woman novelist. She shines as one of the great
novelists India produced many brilliant novelists both male and female Like that
novelists Raja Rao, RK Narayanan and the Mulkraj Anand the female or great woman
novelists Jhabwala, Dalal, Desai are also of outstanding caliber and distinction Like all
other Indian Mowvelist men or women, Desai is a prolific writer Anita Desai, a popular
novelist both in India and abroad has been regarded as a literary genius by her critics.
She was born in Mussoorie, a hill station north of Delhi, is the daughter of
D.N.Mazumdar, a Bengali businessman and the former Toni Name, of German.

Anita Desai has experimented with various genres of fiction like the short story,
literature for children, review articles and interviews which carry their own fictional
interest and Aavor, As a novelist, Desai made her debut in 1963 with cry the peacock she
had started to write short stories regularly before her marriage cry the peacock was
followed by voices of the city [1965] Bye-Bye Blackhird [1971)] where shall we go this
summer? [1975]; Fire on the mountain [1977] clear Light of Day [1980]; In custody
[1984] Baumgarmer's Bombay [1988], |ourney to [thaca [1996] fastng [1999]:
Diamond Dust [2000] The Zigzag way: A novel [2004]; a novel for teenagers; village by
the sea [19H2]; children's literature: the peacock Garden [1984); cate on a House boat
[1976]; a collection of short stories: Games at Twilight [1978] and quite a few essays,
articles, interviews and uncollected short stories.

Anita Desai's novels reveals the portrayal of the cultural and social changes that
India has undergone as she focuses on the incredible power of family and society and
the relationships between family members. The founding and nurturing of individuality
and the establishing of individualism of her characters’. Often hailed by critics as the
first psychological novelist of India, Anita Desai is primarily concerned with characters,
Her characters are neither social types nor representatives of any marginalized groups.
In the course of an interview she described the kind of characters she preferred to

portray as individuals, always invariably”
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Anita Desal Is unusually reticent about her personal life. She was bom (n
Mussorie in 1937, Of a Bengali father and a German mother. The mixed percentage
might be a reason for the choice of English as the medium for self-expression. As a
writer, she claims that a story-imposed form outside, or a theme similarly imposed, may
simply destroy the characters lives and reduce theme to a string of jerking puppets on a
stage further, as a novelist. Anita Desai does not believe in propagandist writing as she
says, is a process of discover for hersell and the describe and convey the truth, and
truth, as she conceives of it is synonymous with art and not with reality. The modemn
sensihility that seeks expression through Anita Desai novels is that of the average
middle class Indian- a product of the multicultural, mult religious Indian society Her
own mixed parentage, her early education in a Christian missionary school in Delhi-
itself an amalgam of Muslim, British and Hindus cultures- must have made the author
particularly sentivise to the conglomeration of cultures woven into the very texture of
Indian life her later status as a non-resident Indian must

In The Village by the Sea brilliant vivid picture Bombay presented. Bombay
monsoon enchanted scenes of patty, "The great looming sides steamships berthed docks
cranes lifting lowering huge bales bare-bodied sweating” [VB527] Thiz novel has
sub-title Indian family story, and it has praised for building uwp Indian scene most
successfully DR .R.K. Dhawan thus comments on novel “it is entirely different setting and
different theme compared to Anita Desai’s other novels”, Through the characters of lies
Hari, who brother sister and who take upon themselves the task looking after their
young sisters owing to health of mother and unemployment and dipsomaniac their
father Anita Desai represents vivid pictures of freshness of veal life contradistinction the
mechanically of in metropolitan city Bombay She also shows very clearly how the
innocence rural life provide healing touch to braised mind Lila's father and how the
curse of poverty and superstitions could be transformed with the help of the forces of
science and process of industrialization

The novel The village by the sea (1982] set in the valley of Thul expresses the
author's anxiety regarding the social, economic and cultural transformation on the wake
of industrialization. Anita Desai Chose a remarkable insight into the far-fetched
consequences of industrialization in an agrarian village the confiscation of cultivatable
land for the building of factories, the wearing away of people from the traditional

occupation of forming and the dumping of industrial waste into the sea killing it's
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natural wealth, the fish, are gain possibilities envisaged by the author Desal highlights at
the same time the need for progress. Through young Hari's consciousness 15 depicted
the villapers perception and awareness of the changes setting in. The far-reaching
effects of the establishment of a major factory in the village are beyond their
imagination and comprehension; but Hari's exposure to the city makes him conscious of
the need to adapt to the changes. The change in Har's perspective becomes symbolic of
the awakening of a sleepy little village to the winds of change sweeping aver the rest of
the world

Anita Desai's The village hy the Sea the motive is used in a more primitive and
elemental manner Drunkenness of father sickness of the mother, dowry for the virgin
sister's food for all and clothes to be arranged and the entire family has a collective date
of joy and pain, poverty and prosperity, Lila and Hari have corporate family loyalty. The
corporate family motive has a marked Indian ness about it in Anita Desai, and imparts to
her a representative quality

Hari's exposure to the caustrophobic sense of oppression in the congested city
serves to make him awake of the blessings of the village some land and a house of his
own, the access to sea-breeze, and fresh air The period spent in Bombay is also an
apprenticeship to Hari to enter the arena of life, when he returns to the village with his
earnings, he has definite plans about the future, unlike the villages that endure their
hardships and live in eternal poverty without seeking any other means of escaping their
plight Hari proposes to set up a poultry farm in the tiny bit of land that can never grow
enough food for the family and as the factory comes up, he would perhaps be the owner
of the first watch -repair shop in the village, Anita Desai's view in is infused with an
idealistic favor, making almost an idyll of village life. In spite of the hardships and
sufferings portrayed in the first part of the novel, the predominant tone is one of hope
and optimism. Even Hari's alcoholic father is shown as cured of his drinking habit and
lonking after his wife with absolute devotion. The kindness of the DeSilva's. and their
new tenant - Sayyid All sahib -1s almost too good to be real. The romantic idealization
here comes in sharp contrast with the bleak picture of an Indian village under the
shattering impact of Industrialization depicted in kamala Markandaya's Nectar in a
Sieve. In A handful of Rice, Kamal Markandaya draws a terrifying picture of the wild
competition and struggle for existence in an industrialized society which has moved

away from the values of village life”
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Characterization

Anita Desai is a past master in the art of character depiction, her characters are
born out of her rich observation and penetrating vision of human aspiration and failings,
her characters grow out of the pages of her novel of their own by virtue of their actions
and Interactions with the outer and the inner world of their mind In her novel The
village by the sea, Desai tells the story of real people with whom she has come in
contact, she catches his characters in the novel in the mid-stream of change and depicts
their sufferings and sorrows realistically, she narrates the story of Hari and his elder
sister Lila in their teen age trying their best sister Lila in their coastal village Thul being
transformed into an industrial township.

Characterization and plot construction are uwsually interdependent
complementary in the novels of Anita Desai In, her characters evolve themselves
through acton and dialogue, and there is very little characterization on the part of
author. In The Village by the Sea most of the characters are two dimensional but very
much alive and unforgettable. Hari is the main spring of the plot and protagonist. The
father being a drunkard, he has to maintain the household without a job, a boat, a
buffalo and other village boys are idle and roam uselessly, but not Hari crushed by the

poverty, he dreams of going to Bombay to earn money

He has three choices before him to stick o his work of fishing and selling
coconuts, go to Bombay, and work on Biju's boat He is full of receives By force of
circumstances he chooses to go to Bombay, at Bombay, he worls hard at Jagu’s eating
house and learns watch mending with the help of MrPanwallah, he learns the hard of
way of life there. He returns to his village with the money he has earned to start life a
fresh with hope and guts. In the opening part of the novel, he is a helpless young boy
grouping in the dark; by the end he becomes a successful caretaker of his father, mother
and sisters. There is growth in his character in the true sense of the term.

Lita, the elder sister of the Harl plays an equally important role in the uplift of the
family. She prays to gods for the family welfare, does her mother's duty at home. Works
with De 5Silvas and sayyid Al for money by which she sustains the family and the
parents. She goads Hari to find way out of the family dilemma and Hari accepts the
challenge. She acts tactfully and gets her mother sent to the hospital and makes De

Silvas committed to her cure. It is Lila's hard wark that brings about the poor man's
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plenty. [n the absence of parents and Hari, she is the family caretaker of the house and
Bela and kamal 3he takes the matronly care of her sick mother and reforms her father.
Through Lila's hard work and dedication Desai brings women at part with men in
sharing the family responsibility.

Bela and Kamal are brought alive by their innoccence, childhood demands and
playfulness. Their father is an incurable drunkard stinking of toddy always, earlier he
had a boat and buffalo but he had to sell everything to clear his debts. His economic
difficulties and other worries made him a habitual drunkard He always insists the
presence of his wife and he becomes angry when his wife is shifted to the hospital
without his knowledge He becomes a changed man at the end of the novel and seems
repentant for his omission and commissions. The mother like the traditional Indian
woman is good natured but is sickly and nourished and cured through Lila's tact and
concern. She becomes healthy again and joins for Diwali and offers, prayers and flowers
to the sea at the end,

The DeSilva's are rich traders living in Bombay and visiting Thul for rest
occasionally are kind by nature and spend money selflessly on Lila's mother, try to help
Hari family by giving work and making Sayyid Ali stay in mon repos. Mr. Sayvid Ali as an
enlightened Bombay intellect. He works for the wellare of the peasants of Thul and
other villages He is an ornithologist and is helpful and kind to Hari and his family
MrPanwallah the Watch Mendes is another good-natured helpful man who makes a
watch repairer of Hari and teachers him to stand on his own Adarkar, the M.LA is
prompied by service motive. He is a selfless politician who identifies his lot with the
poor fisher-man and farmers of Alibagh

Jagu is a poor restanrant owner but a generous man who gives succor to the poor
and helpless by offering them job and shelter in his own eating-house. He does his
business honestly and caters o the needs of his poor Customers. Hira Lal, the watchman
of seabird is again another noble soul who tries his best to help fellow human beings,
Biju, the rich fisherman of Thul is a symbol of modernity and private enterprise, Desal
presents his character in a comical vein, The khanekars represent the class of the lost
drunken villapers making a hell of their lives and the life of the village and are partly
connecked with ewvil, The wvillage medicine-man is an ironic portrayal of a quack

exploiting the ignorance and pious sentiments of the villagers.
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Desal employs dialogue to develop her character, From the dialogue one can
guess the motive, mood, or the nature of the speaker the dialogue between Biju and the
Factory watchman reveals the arrogance and self-importance of the city man and shows
the richest fisherman of Thul eating a humble pie before him. Again, the dialogue
between the village medicine-man and Lila reveals his superior airs, greed and
self-conscious arrogance. The dialogue between Ramu and Hari in the early parts of the
novel reveals that the former is more knowledgeable and practical than the latter. The
dialogue between the old man and the policeman ill- treating Hari at the park at Bombay
exposes the corrupt and bullying nature of the Bombay Desai uses dialogue as a yard
stick to measure the character of a person.

She employs the stream-of-consciousness technique to probe the inner workings
in the minds of her character. This enables the readers to come to grip with the
character motives and actions how she develops the character of Hari, the protagonist of
the novel. Hari is the main hinge of the plot and the protagonist. The father being a
drunkard, he has to shoulder the responsibility of running the family without a job, a
bkoat, a buffalo, other village boys are idle and roam uselessly but not Hari, crushed by
poverty, he dreams of going to Bombay and earn money When Hari lay awake, listening
to their deep, even breathing amd the deeper, louder breathing of the sea outside, he
thought about the boats that sailed there so freely and could go to Bombay to Africa o
Arabia if they like. If only he could sail away in one of them even if only to Bombay, he
started out of the window at the stars that shown in the sky and wondered if the lights
of the city Cole as bright or brighter. [t is a rich city if he could get there, he might be able
to make money, bring homes riches, pieces of gold and silver with which to dazzle his
eyes That was a foolish dream. He counld not afford dreams. He must be practical and
think out a scheme. That was not easy and the effort made him tired so that he gave up
and leel asleep. (VBS 35] Here through the employment of the stream-of-consciousness
technique. Desai gives us a glimpse of the inner workings of the Hari's mind. Hari has
three cholces before him to stick to his work of fishing and selling coconuts are go to
Bombay or work on Biju's boat, Desai captures for us the stream of thoughts agitating
the mind of young Hari.

He saw now that there were two or three possibilities. Even it all he could do now
was to fish and sell coconuts, later on he would be able to choose between a factary job,

a job on a big fishing boat like Biju's or a job in Bombay if someone helped him to get
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there Harl saw that like Biju, although on a different scale, he would have o make a
choice no one else in the village had made before, Hoe who would help him? He walked
along silently, worrying (VBS 35)

Desai also employs the technigue of memory flash backs to develop her
characters, Hari at Bombay feels thirsty and wants to buy coconut from the seller near
the Black Horse sguare; "How much" h asked Mever having brought a coconut before- at
home he could climb tree and bring down a whole bunch whenever he wanted - he had
no ide of the price and heavly fainted when the man said, "Two Rupees’. When Hari
offers to work for Jagu's sri Krishna Eating House in Gowalia Tank, Bombay, Jagu asks
him first to start work by cleaning the pots in the kitchen' when Hari goes about the
tasks of cleaning the pots in the restaurant kitchen, his mind goes to Thul and especially
to his sister Lila. "He saw that there was nothing to scour the pots with except some
blackened coconut husks and ask from the fires, and he did the best he could with them
although Lila would certainly not have considered the results good enough”(V.B.5.93)
During the hot summer months, Hari goes and sleeps in the park near Jagu's
eating-house. When he gets up in the morning and goes to the pump to wash his face, he
sees the school children pouring by with their satchels across the shoulders, They all
wear the same uniform and go to school in laughing and playing groups to the school
building at the end of the park. Watching them, Hari thought of his sisters Bela and
Kamal, in their indigo blue sldrts, skipping and running down the village road to the
schoal by the hill, and wondered when he would see them again. He wished he had given
them his address after all so that they could write and send him news of home
(V.B.S106]

Conclusion

In the village by the seq, Anita Desai has chosen to sing the simple annals of the
poar. In this effort, she has created memorable characters like Jagu, MrPandwallah, the
De Silva’s Biju, Hira Lal, Mr. Adarkar and the village medicine-man. Even though they are
minor characters in the novel play very important roles in the lives of Hari and Lila, the
hero and his elder sister. Each one of them has been depicted with extreme care so that
they are full of fresh and blood. Desai makes as love for them what they are really. They
are all torn from the page of life and at the same time belong very much to the setting of

the nowvel.
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A Correlative Study: Violent Toxic Masculinity and Agony in
Meena Kandasamy's When | Hit You: Or, A Portrait of the Writer as a
Young Wife
Ms. Saraswathi N
Assistant Professor of English
Stirimati Indira Gandhi Cailege, Trichy

Abstract

Violence and Agony, is a torment experience and are almost exhausted themes of
literature. ¥iolence might be a form of injury from known or unknown actions, events
and incidents. Agony IS an experience arising rom a deeply distressing and disturbing
event or may be even more than one event Such experiences play a very important role
in making the individual helpless and destroy people’s sense of self-refiance and their
ability to livea healthy and peaceful life. Violence and Agony could also be by bath
natural and man-made event. Whatever maybe the case, Internal human psyche poes
through various conflicting emotions. Only few writers were able to write about these
pestering problems with society. Only very few writers have showed their courage to
transform and talk about their private issue into public. One such writer is Meena
Kandasamy, a budding contemporary twenty first century Dalit Tamil writer Her
semi-autobiographical work, "When 1 Hit You, or, A Portrait of the Writer as a Young
Wife” portrays domestic violence and agony in an elaborate picturization In this novel
Kandasamy's has given the life of a woman in a nutshell which has love, marries as per
her choice and later undergoes violence and how someone who is a feminist gets
trapped in an abusive marriage. The study will target various aspects of the unnamed
narrator, the female protagonist’s painstaking agonized life from her birth to the
establishment of herself as a feminist writer.

Introduction
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Meena Kandasamy In her second novel, "When | Hit You: Or, A Portralt of the
Writer as a Young Wife" portrays the violent toxic masculinity which leads to agony.
Meena Kandasamy's debut novel, The Gypsy Goddess, in 2014 explored the caste, poverty
and violence in southern India based on a true incident Her second novel portrays the
story of a newlywed voung women who married to her wish but she experiences
loneliness in mind due to social isolation and extreme viclence at her husband's hands.
This wark of Kandasamy is a manual of clear evidences of a broken marriage where she
shows the scars found on the bodies of both the husband and wife as the hushand also
hurts himsell until she says Yes w his demands: "thin, red welts” on her arms where her
laptop cord has lashed her; scorched skin above his ankle after he burns a ladle over the
stove and places it on his leg until she agrees to consult a gynecologist to live a family
life: an ache where a broomstick has made striking marks on her back A smidgen of
burns like lentigo as a result of helding one glowing match after the other in a line,
hurting himself until she gives in and deactivates her Facebook account. The limping
and slackening of her legs, a result of her hushand dragging her to their bed to punish, to
“tame” her When the unnamed narrator returns to her childhood home, her parent
decoded this marriage story through her ailments, "Her heels were cracked and her
soles were 25 shades darker than the rest of her,” her mother tells gaggles of curious
relatives. “You could tell that she did nothing but housework” and so this story of the
lice running around the head, is repeated again and again: “That criminal had cut my
daughter’s hair short, and it was in-fes-ted.” Her mother tries to explain that living with
tny creatures runmng all round of her head would be more awkward and that is was
appropriate to cut short it The narrator understands that none other than heris going
tor inform of about the actual violence or discrimination happened to her Whatsoever
told by others would rather be a story of their own or an invented story by her parents
It would be easy to ask, "What kind of woman would allow that?” or maybe, "Why did
she stay?” In 2012, when the poet, translator and activist, Meena Kandasamy wrote
about her brief, violent marriage for the Indian magazine Outlook, these are the forms
of questions she was asked. "When | Hit You" is her urgent, searing answer to all the
criticisms shot against her Kandasamy doesn't want to give her readers just what a
memair might affer; she is extremely clear that this work is a definite piece of fiction —

of fascinating imagination, and not facts regained from memory.
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Violence and Agony s a global 1ssue which was earlier a topic that was with the
Holocaust and war But nowadays the main targethas been shifted on various
matters like disasters, accidents on which man do not have control off but extramarital
relationship, rape, gender discrimination, female feticide, infanticide, terrorism, and
several other physical andmental injuries which man could really avoid. In India, various
measures and initiatives are being taken for the elimination of such issues. For ages
together, there have been plentiful constitutional provisions made to test the impact of
violence and Agony suffered by women, but pathetically, the conditions of them stll
remain pretty much deplorable. Violence arises from any of the above-mentioned
conditions but the nltimate result is suffering and agony in life. People wha live a life of
agony become emotionless. But the challenge lies in identifying or recognizing them at
an early stage which is difficult

But when one faces a sudden shock, the individual undergoes drastic changes of
irritahility, mood, anxiety and nervousness, anger, denial, depression, flashbacks, altered
sleeping or Insomnia, withdrawal and isolation from day-to-day activities, headaches,
nauseas ebc. Such conditions may lead to Post traumatic Disorder. Here, the people
are preatly suffering from mental disorder affecting their stress hormones and changes
the  body's response {1§] worry. Meena Kandasamy's "When | Hit You" or "A
Portrait of the writer as a Young Wife® (2017) shows us a distilled picture about the
painstaking  experience of women  globaily  Meena Kandasamy, as a
spokesperson of marginalized classes in our society harshly criticizes them in this novel,
She 15 able to picturize the scenes of women facing such abuses, all forms of violence but
are made to remain silent within the walls of the house. This novel of Kandasamy,
“When | Hit You"™ will remain in the imagination and consciousness of the reader. This
novel is an eyeopener to the women suffering such violence and continue their life in
agony which s uncomfortable and painful. This work is semi-autobiographical and so is
able portray the cause, course and result of such violence and the way to manage it.
Individuals have tw accept the thing that they have lost control over themselves
physically and mentally when undergone violence continuously. This has been clearly
depicted through lines fromthe  text:

“Herg, I'm the actress, the self-ancinted director, the cinematographer and screenplay
writer .. The story changes daily, every hour, every single time every single time | sit

and chart it out. The actors don't change, | cannot escape the set but with every shiftin
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my perspective, a special story is born” (27). Kandasamy goes against society's norm
where a female crosses the boundary marked by the society where a female has no
riphtto decide oma companion of her choice in marriage In  the novel, the
feminine protagonist married an individual of her choice against her parents will. She
has dreamed of a really happy, co-operative conjugal life as every young woman might
have dreamt. But to her dismay, it results severely *Marriage became a Reeducation
camp. He transformed into a lecturer, and that | became the wife-student learning from
this communist Crusader” (Kandasamy, 32] Shefurther details on how her hushand day
after day starts mistreating her In public, she has been given plenty of importance
receiving applauding for such a tremendous marital relationship. But within the house,
in their personal space, in the domestic sphere, she had to suffer the brutal behaviour of
her husband: *1 must learn that a Communist woman is treated equally and respectfully
the comrades publicly but may be slapped and called a whore behind closed doors”
(Kandasamy, 34). Though we are in the 21st Century, so called ultra-modern society,
women are the worst sufferers of male domination. Society always thinks that the
person with power matters and the rest who go behind them are just followers who are
of no use, Powerful persons hunt powerless persons

Such instance of violence are depicted by Kandasamy where she describes her
friendship with alecturer named Girish, Kandasamy shows how mean-minded the
lecturers were in some places through the image of teaching faculty. The lecturer in
spite having his wife wants to own an additional marital affair along with the narrator
also. When she denies, he plans to defile the girl: °... so he told the entire college that |
tried to seduce him, and almost everyone seemed to buy his story, excerpt the women
who had similarly solicited, who saw him for what he was” [Kandasamy, 42]. The
feminine protagonist is 8 miniature clone of Meena Kandasamy who deploys several
such agonies and among them her dislocating o new place. Mangalore [sone
amongst them. When she goes there not knowing the place or language, she feels that
her roots seemed uprooted as she has lost the lifeline of the surface world, she has
nobody on whom she can rely for atleast information, none to take hold of her. She feels
lonely. S5he feels living isolated from society. This is where she pets into the company of
Facebook She is not just not getting into Facebook for entertainment but to continue
her writing profession, the only passion she craves for. But she had to give up this

companion too when her husband comes to know that she i5 involved in writing. Just
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like men ages ago he too doesn't like women writng, he calls women writing as "a petit
bourgeeis woman writer” (Kandasamy, 80). When she left Facebook, according to her it
was, "an act of career suicide” (Kandasamy, 52) 5he knows the pulse of her husband and
his violent nature if she tried to argue with him. Thus, she sarcastically says, *1 simply
count myself lucky that he asks me only to ‘deactivate’ and not actually delete my
Facebook account” He even secretly does such activities. He very tactfully takes her
email password He even changed her number. He doesn't allow her share her telephone
number with anyone else. He hates her writing in English, *Don't bullshit me. You know
what? The whore in those times was the link, the bridge, between the colonizer and the
colonized. Today, the link the writer who writes in English, this bridge - she is the
whore"” (Kandasamy, 74)

Women who are suffering violence and Agony as children are significantly more
likely tw be subjected to viclence and Agony as an  adult Among the
foremost important explanation for their Agony is violence which acts as a marker for
other traumatic and adverse life events. Similarly, the female protagonist has become
the worst sufferer of it in an exceedingly mismatched marriage. She was tortured by her
hushand physically and sexually. She lived a life of fish out of water She has made herself
caught in the dichotomy between "Fight or Flight” [Kandasamy, 61) She cannot decide
whether to remain there and withstand this chauvinist husband how after emotional
blackmail her husband would startabusing her physically She was threatened all the
time together with his investigating eyes imposing questions after guestions: “Why does
this man call you 'dearest’? Why have you ever cleared yvour ash bin in your email inbox?
Why are there only nine telephone calls on the decision log of your phone, whose
number have you ever deleted? Why haven't you washed the sink? Why are you trying to
kill me by trying to over salt my food? Why can't you write as ‘anonymous'? Why did you
not immediately reject the conference invitation after you bloody know that I'm
not visiting allow you to travel alone?” (Kandasamy, 69)

She then gives an account of weapons her hushand used to threaten her while abusing;
“The cord of my Mac Book which left thin, red welts on my arms. The rearof the
broomstick that pounded me across the length of my back. The message pad whose
edges found my knuckles. His brown leather belt. Broken ceramic plates after a
quick journey as ufo. The drain horse of the washer” [Kandasamy, 70). It had been a

form of sheer shock for her, she never ever thought of marrying a favourite person. She
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felt further agonized when she thinks about the future of their married life. The hook
is one in every of the best samples of love, marriage, violence, Agony and the way the
feminine protagonist who ishy memorya feminist gets trapped in an abusive
marriage. Someone who 15 in agony doesn’t act accordingly. They seem to be a strange
person to others but to the individual it is actually the thing that she is doing is perfectly
alright for her. In this novel also the protagonist is so overwhelmed about the situation
and does not how to come out of it as there isa no outlet for her. She has been suffocated
and feels breathless because of her husband’s violent nature. She feels that both her
personal  and public  life has become a total disaster Her condition
seems much deplorable and he or she hopes of escaping from this infernal life, 5o, she
writes letters to imaginary lovers. inone amongst her letters she speaks about her
pathetic condition: “I fell in love with the man | married because when he spoke about
the revolution it seemed more intense than any peetry, more moving than any beauty.
I'm no longer convinced. For every genuine revolutionary in the ranks, there is a
careerist, a wife-beater, an opportunist, a manipulator, an infiltrator, a go-getter, an ass
licker, an alcohaolic and a dopehead” [ Kandasamy, 90

The feel of panic and the anxiety of fear is another key feature of traumatic
people. Such individuals are always in a fear thinking that something bad will occur
which they desperately want to avoid. Many such characters can be seen as examples in
literature where the protagonist and sometimes even the other characters are affected
by this Seth in Toni Morrison’s "Beloved” is the best example. Such thoughts of agony
occur duning the afternoons. This 15 also seen in this novel as the protagonist feels that
the foremost pivotal time for her fear was the time of each afternoon. "Afternoons are
the most unbearable time in my life as a wife. They sprawl out and fill me with my dread
| have to anticipate his arrival. 1 have to show him solid proof that | have been busy. 1 am
Inst in restlessness, lost in time that | cannot will away, that cannot spend. The minutes
swell into formless monsters” (Kandasamy, 93) All the letters she has written are
altogether her deep-rooted emotions whichdon't seem to be precise emotions
which aren’t allowed to be too specific. Even writing these letters were a sort of threat
She was afraid of her hushand so, she would erase of these writings before her hushand
arrived home: "Each of my letters, | delete after | have finished typing them. Every line |

have written finished typing them. Every line [ have written to yvou is a thought crime, a
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crime that does not leave a trall of evidence, a crime that I not even a crime.”
[Kandasamy, 94)

A desire for having something wvery essentiala part ofour lifeis
additionally the reason behind Agony when it's not available to us. This can be clearly
visible within the novel The protagonist of the novel is extremely much desirous to have
a partner who can share mutual relationship along with her She wishes for freedom
where she will be able tospeak and be a writer pouring her emotions and feel. She
would like to cherish that her partner to be the friendliest, who can support throughout
her life but her misfortune, she receives the adverse of it Her hushand is actually a
person who condemns again and again her for her desire of writing He rather blames
her thatit’s due to her feministic zeal of writing their love relation is actually ruining,
She has nobody who can pay attention to the things happening to her, to think from her
point of view, to listen to her, comfort her in her cries and sulferings. "Why" she writes:
“This is not feminism. | am just a woman in love.” (Kandasamy, 128)

When a woman is not given any importance or not treated specially during any
special event, within that person arises a sense of marginalization, isclation, and agony
within the mind In When [ Hit You, Meena Kandasamy tells very pathetically how the
unnamed narrator, her protagonist has been neglected by her husband. It's sheer
sadness to her thatin a society where marriage, anniversary and other important dayvs
are celebrated pompously by others, her hushand doesn’t even have a thought of this.
Not only all these such important days but even her birthday was also not celebrated
Rather, that was a day where she had to do all the domestic duties, caring and pleasing
her husband all the day but go even without a wish. It was yet another day in her life
Mothing seemed 1o be special for her. Women who cherish and celebrate such days our
protagonist has been ignored or to say deprived out of such pleasures. The imposition of
power resulls as a catastrophe to them, because of this they need to travel through the
phase of violence and agony Similarly, this novel makes us experience the trauma within
the private level through the imposition of violence by her misogynist husband. The
chauvinist deleted ‘25600 odd emails’ from her Gmail inbox. He changed the password
of itso she couldn't use it further He erased all her writings in the hard disc. She feels
herself destroyed and desolate: *1 am rendered to a blank slate” (Kandasamy, 139) She
further continues comparing her life with a chess, a game where only two players are

there. She compares herself with the type who is consistently under the threat of being
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captured. One the opposite hand, her husband is that the "drama queen’ vivifying along
with her husband’s violence, “Your violence is your effort to emasculate me, to live the
life of middleclass lusury, to go on taking about your feminism.” (Kandasamy, 1507. The
feel of feeling depressed lowers a person's thought and spoils the individual's mood.
That depression kindles the feelings of sadness, loss or anger that interfere with a
person’s everyday activities Experience of depression experienced by her is an
influence of our human relationships: “Depression is the disease that only middle-class
women nurture and put-on display to the world. Depression, a symbol of the
meaninglessness of bourgeois existence. Depression is a career choice for you. Without
that, you are nothing” (Kandasamy, 151). A person who is going through this kind of
agonies and living a trauma life always secems to be unhappy having a sad look, thinking
about something always. A disturbed mind with a liteless face  Similarly, it can be
experienced within the novel how her parents react to her when she objects about her
husband But again, the burden of the parent comes. This can be clearly wisible through
her father's suggestion: "1 know you; you are my danghter yvou do not like to lose a fight.
The marriage is a give and take. Listen to him” (Kandasamy, 157]). It's expected that a
mother should feel the emotions of her daughter. But to our protagonists dismay, she
receives no privilege from her mother Her parents were much interested by tradition
structure, customs, and belief. Her mother comments: “All change is slow A marriage is
not magic. You will have to give him time. He still come around.” (Kandasamy, 158].

Kandasamy in “"When [ Hit You® speaks about the dehumanizing effects which
each Indian married and adult female wearing the abominable veil got of marriage. The
writer criticizes severely the so called tradition of marriage in many ways. A reader is
able o experience the trace of it in her decision of marrying. But she doesn't stop there
also, she further says that it is even worse to marry someone called the favourite one
amongst her own choice and will; the connection can even be toxic. She speaks about
rape which was even not understandable to her before it happened to herself by her
husband. She has just examined it within the theory books of Kate Mitlett and Susan
Brown miller Here, Kandasamy explains the experience placing it with other rape
causes, she says that the man who raped her wasn't a stranger to do this and run away,
she adds thathe'snot the silhouette within the lot, he'snot the masked assaulter
but he's the husband who wakes up next to her he'sthe husband for whom she

made coffee the subsequent morning.
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The next most painful experience of woman or wife is that she has often been
subjected to suspicious, The narrator is accused by her husband that she would have
had physical relationship with other males. This gets deep into her mind that she is not
able to think anything beyond that. She was plagued with many such confusions. Her
agnostic thoughts were obsessed and swelled just like the passive volcano which has
been strengthening throughout the years without knowing when it'll get bursts
Similarly, the feminine protagonist of “When 1 Hit You" becomes surfeited along with
her hushand's daily questions and criticizes her husband by taunting his asking with the
famous dialogee from Bollywood flm "Sholay™: "Kimeyaadmythay? How many men
were there?" (Kandasamy, 175) Agonyis also a result of the way how her hushand chears
her and her parents inte believing how caring husband he is "He weeps over phone to
my father He begs my mother to tell me to be more obedient” (Kandasamy, 183). Such
situations lead the individual to commit suicide to get an escape from all these problems
of domestic abuse fear, agony and trauma. The loneliness tries to kill the person’s mind
resulting to suicide. [t can also isolate her from the normality of her life and become
insane, But people can overcome if they modify the though patterns that are disturbing
their life. Similarly, our protagonist understands greatly that she mustn't allow her
hushand to possess a baby along with her As a protagonist she even now has time to
change. She starts eating died papayas sprinkled with brown sugar and she very well
knows the effect of it She very well knows about these frults and its reaction, on a
newlywed woman, of eating and not eating it She doesn't wish to birth a son who will
match his mother being beaten up. Similarly, she doesn't want to bring into the globe of
a daughter who are beaten-up. Her process of empowerment from the agonistic life is an
exemplary one to be followed by those that are under such abusive relationship. She
inspires her readers that being a lady they must not be accustomed with the concept of
angel within the house where she has been eulogized with such a lot of highly esteemed
titles and responsibilities Rather they have to steer out if they need been the topic of
consequent torture and abuse. She believes that staying in an exceedingly house where a
lady is subjected of such negligence is nothing but the helplessness condition of the
ladies. To fight back against this male dominated society, all the ladies should be like her
“lI am rough, gruff, and tough. The one who has written these mad and angry and
outrageous poems about life and love and sex. [ am not afraid of men. . 1 am anti-fragile,

I've been made not to break” (Kandasamy, 219). She uses her painas the subject
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material of her writing and writes an inspirational text for her readers to arrest their
attention, She says about herself, an autobiographical note, “I am the woman who is
willing to display her scars and put them within exhibition frames. {Kandasamy, 248).
Conclusion

To sum up, the novel isn't just the brutality, the violence and agonistic experience
of woman but it's even about how a lady can face the upstanding man with the strategies
of survival. After moving from and tovarious places, she becomes separated from
everything, from people where language even becomes unknown to her. Her loneliness
was so grave that she found no outlet and began imagining hersell as an actress, the
self-ancinted writer and therefore the cinematographer of her role of a movie Being a
writer, the narrator felt the cheek burn of her predicament with painful memaories
and so as to flee her present hellish condition of domestic abuses and violence She lives
an imaginary world and starts to love imaginary lovers to whom she even writes letters
through which she forgets ail her toxic feelings When her feministic woman voice cries
within herself to flee of this ill-treatment of married life, she doesn't take the hasty
decision to return out of this grave situation. She plots her escape acting sort of
awoman whom she will trust by transforming her own painful experiences and her
perceptions into a replacement kind of art within the shape of a literary text.
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Chapter - 14

Implications of Literary Devices Used in the Select Novels of
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
M= 5 Vembu

Assistant Professor, Department of English
Shrimoti Indiro Gandhi College, Trichy

Introduction

The paper presents Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's effective use of technigues to
register her themes in the mind and heart of the readers. It shows how the novelist makes
use ol the various narrative techniques like the first-person narration, stream of
conscionsness, dream journals, assignments, storytelling especially epistolary method to
highlight the basic human elements like love, emotion and compassion. It also explores
the intimacy of relationships between the characters and the diferences that develop
among them. Language i a powerful tool o bring oul the hidden emotions and Chitra
Divakaruni uses a Mowery and an arresting language to imprison the entive soul of the
readers.

Literary techniques are a set ol tools that the writers use to enhance their writing
to convey deeper and richer meaning to their writing, They are similar to the characters,
plot, setting and theme that are the critical aspects of storytelling or novel writing The
technigue is a method used by writers to express their ideas by creating them in bunches
of words that can convey many things in just few lines. Like fgures of speech, the literary
devices add more meaning to an author's writing. One of the most popularly used literary
technigues is Nashback technigue, through which the author can relate an event from the
paast often used o Al in the background infermation about the plot or characters

Flash forward and flash sideways are also part of this technique. Style, ime, mood,
puipose and point of view are some of the means by which any reader can recognize the
writer's technigues. Style is the way the author picks words and puts them together.
Tone is the attitude of the author towards the subject, usually exprossed as feolings, such
as respect, anger, hate, humour, contempt, irony amnd delight Mood shows the state of
mind or feeling at a particular time and the way a reader feels after reading the author's
work Purpose includes the reason the author writes to provide information o persoade

the reader, to cause an action, to promote an opinion, to amuse, to entertain or to induce
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the reader to read the books. Point of view is the way an author’s interests and beliefs
influence the work.

In their own creatve writing, the noveliste make use of the various narrative
techniques. Since the first-person narrative technigue enables the writers to make their
comments convincing, the frequent use of this technique is justfied. There are many
other novelists who are basically considered to be character novelists as they draw their
characters from the real people whom they come across in their actual life. Later these
characters drawn from real life are considerably shaped by the author's creative
imagination and thus appear strikingly original and unique.

There is a significant advancement in respect of techniques. Techniques are
evolved to suit new themes for the purpose of the novelist. Technique is a means o
expose and amplify the novelist's paint of view just like how theme, plot and character
are merely instruments to expose the novelists view point Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe
looks like an epistolary story. During a couple of pages, Robinson even carmies on telling
his adventures through a diary. This technique influences many novelists and Chitra
Banerjee Divakaruni is one among them The novelist perfectly uses this epistolary
technique as a powerful tool to communicate each other in most of her novels to relate
the characters in an intimate manner.

Technigues Adopted

In Sister of My Heart, Sudha writes a letter to explain to Ashok, her lover, giving
reason for not eloping with him. There are so many letters which exhibit the ability of
Divakaruni to express her ideas in an effective manner. Sudha’s letter is followed by
Ashok’s letter which carries not simply the message but the real self of Ashok. He writes
to Sudha,

“do you believe | was going to be magnanimous like the lovers
in the old myths? Did you expect me to forgive vou and wish will
feel as though someone grounds his boot heel intoit” [p, 130).

Sudha and Anju’s friendship is continued only through letters. To them letters are
so much comfortable and less complicated than people. Sudba aptly says “In them the
world can be reduced to an inch-wide window, can be idealized like a touched - up
photograph” (p. 180). Sudha feels happy whenever she finds the blue aerogram from
America among the bills and magazines. |n her letters Anju would only present the best

and brightest parts of her American existence. She doesn’t know whether it is out of a
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desire to save her [rom worry or out of a need to let her know what a wonderTul life Sunil
and she is leading Sudha's letters are loaded with wonderful description of Durga Puja
in her in-law’s home or an exciting inauguration of a bridge designed by her husband
Ramesh.

In The Vine of Desire, the epistolary exchanges play a vital role in bridging the
distance between the relatives. It includes diary entries, assignments and letters. In this
navel Chitra Divakaruni posts the letters from the mothers to Anju through her effective
language Gourima writes about how they miss Dayita. The house itself is empty without
her laughter and her mischief. She also expresses her wish for Anju's marriage to a
Calcutta boy so that the Family would not have scattered. They all Feel happy about the
companionship of Sudha. She also appreciates Sunil for allowing her o continue her
studies

In her letter she also makes a note of the death of Singhji and how they perform
the funeral ceremony as he has no family. Anju also replies her mother in a cool and
collective manner. She vividly narrates the innocent activities of Dayita, who is just
amusing them for hours together, Sudha is cooking well and Anju has put on weight after
eating her fish curries. Sunil is doing well and expecting his promotion. Thus Chitra
Divakaruni explicitly draws the day today routines through the letters that anyone can
witness exactly what is happening. Especially the letters of Sunil's mother are not at all a
letter, but are like a person speaking to one another directly. She typically portravs the
real nature of her hushand through her letters. Ashok's letter to Sudha convevs his deep
love towards her. He also requests her to come back to India to become one family.

Chitra Divakaruni uses the art of writing letters to show how characters shower
the emotions on each other. They pour their enguiries, and so the letters are vivacious
The novelist covers three months through these letters providing much information
These letters symbaolize all their ideas and opinions towards one another and
communication becomes very easy for them even though they are far-flung from one
another. The mothers get all the information regarding Dayita, Sudha, and Anju, and Sunil
They also inform them that they create an inspiration to travel on a pilgrimage and
so want to understand when Sudha will be back to India. The novelists use of these
episties plays vital role in citing the characters in a unique manner.

Writing assignment is another technique utilized by the novelist to present mare

information about the characters and to bind them more intimately. In the second
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assignment Anju exhibits the important sell of her hushand Sunil, ranging from his
childhood days. Even at the age of nine he dreams of the eagle which soars up within
the sky which symbaolizes his dream of taking higher positions as he grows up. He Includes
a pet rabbit and he names it Alexander as he loves the bravery of Alexander. He pleases
his father by becoming the youngest player in his division

Chitra Divakaruni also brings out the natural attitude of 5unil's father through an
incident Inone among the matches Sunil falls onthe bottom together with his legs
twisted, but his father moves away least bothering about his son’s posibion. More than
that when he limps home there's no Alexander, his pet rabbit, and nobody has ever told
him about what has happened ta his pet. Whenever something terribly happens to him he
dreams of the eagle which symbaolizes his ambitions and better things in his fumre.

After his studies, he gets employment in America He is satislied together with
his married life as he possesses a higher, smart and humaorous wife. He is working hard to
form an honest life, working harder to become a decent person when he is about to have
a haby. He seems like dying when the baby is dead. 50 he needs the suppart of his wife,
but she is lost in her own field and doesn’t care about her husband Finally, a
lady comes back to his life, fying all the way from India. The hidden feelings of Anju are
poured out through this assignment. These letters and assignments act as an outlet of the
characters.

A.G. Gardiner in his essay On Letter Writing considers writing as an art because "It
annihilates distance; it continues the private gossip, the inmate communion, that has
been interrupted by Separation; it preserves one’s presence in absence” (p. 79). It has
been aptly followed by the novelist for effective communication among the characters
Whenever Anju feels restless, she writes letters even to his father who is dead. She fimnds
solace in writing letters to her relations. Especially after the death of her son, she is
nearly in an exceedingly depressed condition. She never openly blames anyone but locks
everything inside her heart and never allows anyone to open it In the dark she wants to
read the letters to her father to whom she expresses her grief and her wish to disappear
from her house as she feels herself is of no use to her household. She also guesses the
reaction of Sudha, Dayita and Sunil after she disappears. This can be clearly shown in
Anju's letter to her father,

“If | disappear tomorrow Sudha would grieve, Dayita would look for me behind the

curtains and doors, wondering if this were some long game of hide - and - seek
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Sunil would call the police. But soon they would draw together, the way flesh pulls

itself close to heal a wound. Not even a scar would remain”™ (p. 169]).

Mot only Anju writes letters to others but also Sudha in her room writes a letter to
Ashok to forget her as she considers herself as the Vishkanyas of the old tales. they're”
women bred on poison, who kisses brought destruction wherever they want™ (p. 170]. 50,
she insists him to forget her if he wants to steer a contented and peaceful life.

Sumil also expresses his feelings through letters and takes it asa very
important means for communication. He writes to Anju regarding how he's worried
about her and needs to stay to be a friend always; Anju is perturbed and asks him not
to write to her anymore as she 15 incredibly clear in her mind that she doesn't want any
of his money or support She also asks him to mail the divorce paper to her manager. Sunil
comes o know the death of his father through his mother's letter. As she is not able
to catch him, she has done all the rituals on her own. She also expects him to return to
India as so0on as possible. Gourami's letter ta Sunil shows her deep grief regarding her
daughter and Sunil. She is much worried as she does not know what is occurring there in
America. They have been phoning them every day but of no avail. She also feels
very pitying his mother as she has faced the funeral service without the support of him.

The toughest moment is when she sets fire to her husband's body which is to be
traditionally dispensed by his son. Although she undertakes it bravely, she breaks down
soon after. She scores down everything from her heart and writes aboutthe
particular happenings The letter is so powerful enough to shake the minds and hearts of
the readers. Itis vivid in expressing the real position of Anju. First, she writes that she is
not feeling sorry for the death of her father- in- law as she herself is leading an unhappy
life then. She also reveals her separation from Sunil. He wants a divorce as he loves
Sudha. Anju informs her mother that she lives with a woman in the University. She also
expresses her hatred for Sudha as she suspects both Sunil and Sudha may be together in
Houston. She feels depressed once but later gains confidence.

Sudha writes Anju in order to explain her own side. She writes that she is not able
to concentrate on anything as she is always thinking about Anju. She wants to make it
clear that there is nothing wrong in her part. She also tells her how Davita misses Anju
“Dayita asks for you all the time. She looks for you everywhere. Even if vou want nothing
to do with me please see her, at least talk to her on the phone. Don't punish her for what

you consider my sins” (p. 271). Sudha's mother Nalini writes to her daughter pouring out
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her feelings of dishelief. She is unable to believe that Sudha has ruined her cousin’s
marriage and running away from home putting Dayita in a dangerous situation, and
making her own life in a complete mess within a short span of dme. 5he accuses Sudha
for mortifying her and for successfully throwing two households into turmoil with her
solhishmess. She has done these things because she is not with her husband. She also
writes, if a woman leaves her husband, she would not hesitate to do anything

Even the most immoral acts come to her very easily. She is also afraid whether the
act of Sudha wall have an effect on her daughter Dayita too. Sudha’s mother finally
addresses herself as a "devasted and deeply ashamed mother” (p. Z72). Sunil’s letter to
Anju shows that he is moving back to India to help his mother in Anance matters. 50 he
decides to give up the apartment in California as Anju also finds a suitable place
elsewhere. He needs her help to pack up his things and <end them through his manager
He never forgets to write about Dayita and encloses a package to Dayita and asks Anju to
forward it to her if she knows the whereabouts of Sudha He also justifies his action of
ending their marriage life, reminding that even when they are together, they are not
happy. Ashok's letter to Sudha reveals his true love and he expresses his perturbed
feeling as her life is filled with all such unexpected calamities.

When he expects some explanation from aunt Pishi and Gourima, the women of
intellect and personality, they remain silent but he is very confident of Sudha and writes
to her, “Though | cannot imagine that whatever situation vou have fallen into can be as
bad as vour mother seems to think. No matter what she implies, 1 cannot believe vou would
tio anything that is truly immaoral” (p. 273). He is also certain that once Sudha sees enough
of the world she has to come back home where people know her and love her inspite of
her previous issues. Finally, he informs Sudha that he is coming to America to bring Sudha
and Dayita to India.

Sudha’s letter to Anju, Lalit, Aunt Pishi, Sunil and Sara reveal the inner feelings of
Sudha In her letter to Anju, Sudha expresses her desire to see her before she leaves to
India, because that may be their last opportunity to meet each other. Sudha informs Lalit
that she is moving to India with uncle Sen. Sudha writes to aunt Pishi about her plan of
coming back to India after a long time. Aunt Pishi also replies her that she has taken the
best decision and also admires her idea of her independent living Sudha gets a reply from
Lalit and Anju granting permission to meet them. Sudha finally writes to Sara with full of

gratitude as she is the one who makes her realize ber own value and gears up confidence
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to live along in a strange country. Chitra Banerjee has surmounted over the difficulty of
language and style. The characters are instrumental to amplify the novelist's purpose and
hence she uses it in an effective manner. Thus, the novelist skilfully used this technique
of writing letters and assignments to allow the reader a unique access into the complex
consciousness of each of the characters.

In QPueen of Dreams, Chitra Divakarani uses the technigue of writing the Dream
Journals instead of writing letters which reveal Rakhi's mother Mrs. CGupta’s
transformation as a dream teller. Only through these journals Rakhi comes to know that
her mother, a dream - teller. born with the ability to share and interpret the dream of
others, can foresee and guide them through their fates caught beneath the burden of her
own painful secret. Rakhi finds comfort through the dream journals of her mother. The
chapters titled from the "Dream Journals” thoroughly presents the identity of Rakhi's
mather Mrs. Gupta and how she chooses to adapt, to keep herself Indian to the core on
the American Soil, to merely adjust to the American ways far a cause which is important
to her. [t is certainly a heavy prize that she is willing to pay in order to preserve the power
of dreams that enable her to reach out to people around her, whether Indian or not and
help people to face their problems. Her stance of adapting, though it breaks her normal
lite becomes the channel of building up homes for all

Mrs CGupta creates an identity for herself through her dream journals. Her
unfathomable past and her candestine working of the present are brought to light
through her dream journals posthumously. Her dream journals are only her nostalgic
reminiscences of her past life in the caves with the elders which actually establishes her
cultural identity’ as Homi Bhahha in Nation and Narration points out "Remembering is
never a quite act of introspection or retrospection. Itis a painful remembering, a pulling
together of the disembodied past to make sense of the present” [p. 53]

Stream of consciousness is a literary genre and a technique where the authors
write down their thoughts as fast as they come, typically to create an interior monologue
that describes the happenings in the minds of the characters. The phrase "5Stream of
consciousness” is taken over first, it is believed, and by May Sinclair in 1918 to denote the
new method of rendering consciousness in itsell as it flows from moment to moment. It
is imtensely used by |James |oyce and Virginia Woolf. Through this technique Chitra
Banerjee enables the reader to receive more details about the current narration by filling

in the details hidden in the heart of the character. In Sister of my Heart the novelist
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allows the characters’ consciousness Lo stream in order to bring more information about
the characters. Anju, while thinking of Aunt Nalini, remembers the little rhymes with
morals tagged onto them. "Good daughters are bright lamps, lighting their mother's name;
wicked daughters are firebrands, scorching the family's fame” (p. 10]. When Sarita Aunty,
Anju's neighbour, takes pleasure in hurting the relationship of 5udha and Anju, she
realizes that if her mother is there she would have come to her rescue with one of her
calm cool savings. "Who are we to judge relationships Sarita? Are we naot all related in
God's eye? [p 153). The secret of Sudha’s father make Sudha feel shame and thinks "Ah!
My sweet Anju with a warld of love in yvour eyes, what would you say if vou knew?" (p.
39].

Anju has decided 1o put back the ruby in the vault as she believes that will bring ill
luck 1o their family, she tells openly that none of them has the right to take it and she
thinks in her mind as “not until we have suffered even further, not until the house of the
Chatterjee is reduced to a heap of dusty rubble” (p. 137). When Anju writes about her
baby, she is unable to express clearly at first as she is disturbed by something which her
mother has written to her. Hence the nowvelist uses the technique of 'stream of
consciousness' to strengthen the character's attitude, Anju struggles to write at first, and
then suddenly she llows “| am really worried about something, Ma wrote in her last letter
“Remember the time when we went to visit one of our great - uncles in an old, crumbly
house near the river? Remember the retarded boy locked up in a terrace room who
scared us so much and how Pishi explained he'd been born with a birth defect? No one
paid him much attention- they'd thought of him as some kind of freak accident. But one
of our cousins just gives hirth to a baby with the same problem Ma wrote that its probably
nor hereditary but she thought 1 should tell the doctor and go through any tests he
suggests, | showed the letter to Sunil and he's already set up an appointment for next
week., But Ma must have told you this already so you can get your baby checked too” (p. 229}
Conclusion

Thus, Chitra Divakaruni’s novels loaded with so many techniques that are used to
convey a desired message. It certainly allows the reader to connect emotionally with the
novelist and with the novel. Through the use of technigues such as epistolary, stream of
consciousness, and telling stories, using similes and emotive language, Chitra Divakaruni
is able to portray deep and powerful themes such as memory magic or dream, sisterhood

desire, and balancing passion with virtue in her novel.
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- :: d sinmis, withou ey serwifisd or hisrarchicn] sosal stder Welth sl
A comancyCRSane o+ 2090H 2T ) boak-review.., s private ownership is an alien prncipie. Land and o resourses ae

shareud collecovefy and opemnons o ipprapriale Bt dee dollectve
amd not mdividual. The ikl b=wiman, & chefmn, playsd &
o m

Scanned with CamScanner



: mﬂmﬁhumhnﬁuﬁm inﬂuuntﬂ-l o
throcgh the ages.

CHAPTER -3 §

EVEHLUTION THROUGH GENERATIONS IN
EASTRIN KIRE'S A RESPECTARLE WOMEN

S ARIRAML M.A, MPHIL. NET..
Assitarst Professor, Sheimati Indir CGandh College. Tochy-2.

ABSTRACT

Tribal Ineratios denodes the works of mbal commounities. Tribal §
lneramare mhves Brat-hand infirmation about tribad e syle 2nd shout,
theis struggles. Eastrin Kare wha belonged o 2n Acgami Mags fumily
grven deuils information nhout her commusity and their life style in
ber words. Her narvel 4 Respeciable Women depics the takes of thres
wormnen from mmmwm force -E
tribal commuEmity - 10 . many of them renaived un i
Waomen of thus community still bgyed behird despie s

cconomic, palitical, and social improvemens, In this [Ipl‘r

ara) llstutire were mogmalocsd, fhey =man mmoocsl §nd
unreciised

Hinwever, fhe lnst few Secades of Peertieth cetiury bl sken e es
of it bwerature. Durieeg |996°s peopis tared 1o notice the
primitive, abwrigesy, winmen and sargindoeed of the nshon. peaply
bragam i henr the unheant vooes, they staned nogcieg the wnmoticed

lagamines ployed @ key mole in brimging the it Fsnnus 1o the
maicestresm. fournals of Fommka Gepta, KR Shah, Yiedms Tete,
Fushpn e, Sumil Mmj conisibated 1o te oergeses of ik
literaturs. Their articles mamely Yiuddhrs Asm Adsmi, lasridband
Hhusha Sabetys Sansioti Akhis, Adivesi Sena, Tarang Bharati,
Dreshy Swar describes (e siniggle nod life style o the bl peocle.
Wrikirs usel magarine as & medium 50 express their irpsrinn.
by iy suile Wik tiey reaily want fiom the sochty.

The Zeowh i prose s hesn maried by the work of Betile: Simgh
Purshommm. The kistory of Tribes, & prose piecs by Singh gres o
detailed history of tribes. Om Soorya's Problemanc Tritkal A7 0
Globaltzed worfd the lssucs ficed by the tribal i e
lobaliresd worldd. John Felin’s o Teibal
Culrure and Ecanoe: descrihe hmﬂﬁndﬁﬂ,ﬂﬁ:ﬁ
mmmuw

ﬂﬂ:.!’ih.hﬂ
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Englists pouiry smbes “The posery 9 alsoa mimmr of mbe’s culbedkiveg
aprit”. Ahan Falk osonge amd Tafes winch owes translited by
Pesmopoid Lo Kharmawptilang and Mlso s wud Folk Tales which
weith eudited by Lalelismpglisng Khiminige i the best example oy tribal
PO,

Temmila Ao’s Latwrmem For My Heod, collection of esght shor
sones which mkes us'on 4 vavige acroms the lvely region of north-
st Indi, a5 well a5 the sirociies dal the locals must undergo. Al
Edka b Katianrvan, o shor sioey by Alice Ekka and inwas edied by
Vandna Tete. Alice Ekka s believed o be the first women mibal
whter:

The wtiation of trbal eratune can be fownd = the povels like The
Streme Came o Bily Atrwas by Asun Joshl, The prioces by Mosolar
Malgonkar, The Coffer hamr by knrnta Markandays and whe e
ringi by RajumBrishnan

Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar's novel Th.{m will ot Diance,

Maping Morindi's o coumimg of A, 'hqu Tha ﬂ-!.h:tﬂ!iﬂ'
Eassern Blire s A Reapecrable Womsan, Midk Ei:[u‘hnnhﬁj,;m
i Milk ard Rice are soine other important covels 0f wibs] Yieramee.

A revehition im dmma stareed with & Soundidion of Budhon Teests.
Hudhan Theatre i an ledian theatre growp composed of members of
thee Chharn tribe which wae Townded m V¥, WWH
Pevy. Kuargvmnchi Madakom in Tamil um'mmrnutkdﬂu
ikl Ehernare.

Tiabal literatse gives st hasd mfprmation sbout mbal like
about their sruggle Search for (dentity, exposing the (xst
present, existance ansd resislance, auhenticny af expression are Me.
major shemes of oibal [reratars, -

Eastrin kire wos borm an 1939 in Magaland, Indin, She ﬂhﬁﬂih—ﬂ
ﬂwﬂq,lhmﬂq' &;mwﬂmumaﬂ 0

et undergraduate stadiey i Shillong before enrolling in 3 joumsbiem
progrumme i D, Savioibul Phule Pune University swanbed e s
PhD. in Enghish Liserutare,

Her adarted wiih hec bk titled
mgmhwtmmmw
first Maga poetry hook w be published in English. However, she

Dt el et o N .

L T . -
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A comirossation beraest Bringh [ones oand 8 Maga lamlet (s shown
A Prapa Filfaye Seeembered A Tersisdd Marrkarofye foceses om
Sapalanl's mitdrmal snd sodinl struggle ov o siote imIndin. The novel.
My 75 brased om thee lapaness mvasian of Encha vin Magabasd m 1944
It 15 hazed om the mie giooy of o young mogher who lost ber Bance i
the war and devaded to go on with her lite These novels are
smmples of hew Kire Eas sitempied o bring the everydoy. life af
Nagalend m the forefFont theeagh her work,

Easterm Kire has been swarded Sahisva Acsdemy far her novel Som
o the Tharderclowd in 2018, She also got the Governor's Medal Lo}
excellerce in Maga beranure in the year 2011, She was alio a prousk
ipient of the Fres Wit Award by Camlan PEN Barceloca. Her)
noviel Birtir Warmeved ws normnated for The Hindw Prizs in 20032
Mwmmmﬂrhﬂmﬂmwmmm i
Literary Prize i 201 5. Her works like A Terribie Moiriarchy,
Furexr Somg. Nage Folitaley Retold amd A Noga --
Remesnbered bad been mmslated inwn Gesman hngonge. 3

Eﬂu‘_l‘nul-nvd,dhupdﬂﬂrﬂ"m I:rh‘ﬂ’ il
Kohima o life It is a coming-of-age drama about three geno
of Ang=ni women who defy convention especially a
mmm?mmﬂnﬂwmw
=arfier povels Sty i My Father; A Noago Fillage Semembered {2003
mmmmmmﬂmmm
mﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ}hﬂd is about the Jup:
mmmmmnmhmm

immaral debivities auch s alcobalmm dnd li wery bad mpact o,
woirem ol Magaland

M navel w the pertect cancansne of Angami tribe; it gives chenr
pieturs af wansen of Maga tribe. This book mees the - evolution of
wamEm thavigh the ages, B also depict the soie and piscs of womey
in iribal socksty. It studies e women of Angems over genemstion.
= this the narator fills the resder with memaries of her matier, than
ahe narrstes about her life, then dhe describes sbowt her daughser's
life: subsequenily she womed shout ker [ife. Hence the sovel hes
three parts and covers akmost three  geteratim. of womes and
expuunids heir, lifestyle. The @ory revolves ansund thres women
numedy Atsa, Khunuo Kevimun, feem thres differmt genersfion.

Trikal veymen work herder than the men. Tn ledia, r7kal women make
signzficant comtribuzioms w0 hvelihood scoivities, &= well a2 housebaid
chiwes apd familial rponsthilnies Trobal women nee sl legpss
behind despire severnl économis, polifical. and souial improvemens.

Studics have proved that the tribal communities are patnarchal
nabure. - socieny has changed 4 lot with mozy development
programmes bt iibal women buve maintained their traditinea) desss.
language, mlnmdetanplmm:mpuuhm
‘eash cropes Medemisathon is brngng abeut <banges that heve vared
effects an men and wamen particulardy in mhal unt the

n:lmm:r
patraschal tribal society designed unequal s for womes which
was carmied Lo el generatons

Hnmpﬂm mmmm mﬂmﬂ-

mmw‘-w b of Kevimo, her
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SRR § TP @l TRl a6 she tmbile o e sches Rl i

cwmrplobiad s sliesiraedd by e comAngt fapepese solidien ococopgsd (58

witlly aligal Koo ormbunded 1L For ey s il
i o e b v il as i Mereme, B o
a= lapeoma. Thar deslimgs hiad gooe woashes ansd 1he e st
kobums countrywnde hid vapsche] anio ey swhen they setumed]
fine motidie biier Hewrves even afier ihe Sestroction they i
i fve gy

Absa, sttt motser siefTered & kv S the afieesnai of the

Ehr alse dowt ber s sormg the World War two, she wais 80 much
drvasied by the dewth of her twy sons, bur she supressed all hee)
fechrgy wiilin ber She was noc ahiowed 10 ik of give any Opimion
m the famicly. Her duty only is 1w Jo Menaebaids, she was Dos even
atkmred o0 eagrren hemsell T pirt it i mcrator's woeds “Ti took my:
smwher, exactly fim-five vears before she could hrng hersolf i il

fire s ediihog weidhsl arermg § sl hessuse grang, sgene. sbasd
aviiild b i i accossding o the patnarchal sockery

sagrealo biven abone it hay daugleey Boremme and it e ai
she lnst e Highand v soon, Sha deshies & inos slona. altar ber
timhand's deais, She dedicabe) ber lufig m heer chalsbeon She wmamed

her daaghier bo g=t 8 gond slucatian

Eﬂlnul\mlﬂmlnllﬂmﬂIHfhﬂMH
isarratr. in the kind of gul that reeryone wowkd wns a5 a2 deaghter
She st her fafher when she & il o child, and she @ =0 W oy oo
her vounger brofber, who was bom jusl @ == weriy before el
faiher died She ouinures St & pood deughier ol sister 80 her
vounger brother Her rruothar forbads her Seom cormyng: ham sround
everywhere an hor back hecuise her brother is 100 Gttle 1 2008 A3
a result, ber mother parchases o puppy for ber to walk srnand wis,
this shows the strong bosd between the mothe and danghier.

She grows isp i 8 Nagalend that = on the cusp of modemootion.
Nonetheless, political Tunmoil persiss, posing ew sues for the
adrmintstraton, such as alcobolism. Winle Khonuo's neminon is set
agained & backdrop of viclence and sormow, Kenous's siory = based
on friendship and love. Her mofher s struggling 1o cope wilh et
o e
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Ko fares well in sohool, earms o Bacholor's degres Ertgir:h
lirerature, &od then goes an 0 lexch m a Kohima schosl. Marmage & 5 hogeioscredlmdErncie'® L 202 L easienme-Kites new - i
the paxt phstndie she Faces, and abw chooses 16 meet o by rq]u.."u.u; aller - an - iaghtful - habocy 'IIF'?Iﬁlid-ld-h'\:u!,h.ﬂhn-
martage fise oot mher than marrmg and becomieg a decent wb Aarie =0T - WD

She chooses o be seady and sireng despate the challenges life wows
&t ber Kevimue defies mdition and cmireats te ngidiiy of SNaga
spcety's defimbon of woersahosd. Slw belweves women iju-h:t !
enly 1 cooh snd de bouscholds, in e wonds Mot ondy would ¢
[women)) bedrn i bale=".

She bebeves mamiage = 3 wap for women cepecially i hor
communty. Mamige croshes the dreams of waren and it liomts o
ﬁ.ﬁhr@;mwmmﬂqwnﬂm
hhhﬂﬁmﬂdﬂpﬂﬂmﬂnmmﬁlﬂl&rhq'
'Iﬂﬂmjﬂnwﬂ:hﬂm*{?ﬂy:nﬁ.ﬂduﬂnw&w :
come asking B now™ (2403 ) and decided to became o
uhﬂﬂhn'im

nmﬁrm mmsmwm
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i i @ bl e § F iEl TNE Biweld i i e i d 1N By e 14 !
Tl talk i i FERE N | BIi# NTLTL miil I i a | AL jrari ¥
] L i 1 [ i i i | T FTd | reEuy 1
Hoawm ever i b 1 i TR, § 1 W B TALITE [ L] i
|
gy bsntin @l vi'linidm fiie it liv 1hie wEil i viml duivoie validiy FETHLL & | BRI
I
fiibuml © PR ey Bl 1N BT, anibiapaingy has besn sudying tribes sines 1ha i Til |
semlveraiiiey 0 paNir BN v mEsI®EE Il Teirm i AL ._n.|||||.|.rh1 TR E LN L L Lt il
welrd MmEieE By the T g al ihe Tiliam o abbinaiiai. wilve ianllaaid (Al (lard Sauid e A
RiE-HOATE FERIBEEALALS i LT CAOPTEITVRER IR EaE Ny el DR vl i |1 rr Al &R LT LI L L THefe
a o previvlan of pediihesl veservation fad Cilbves vl Artlelaa S50 sl 333 af the todlae Earmaritainn
1 ¥
Moawever Bringing B vl s rweEe e deivse s AVE TARLIEGN BT Pl LT gery L i i
| thel tracitipnal pollilesl eyalem ang espoaed (e o Ihe conimipeEl il ve LR |.l|| ilgq af modar

democracy. Suih wegratiaon has g o Affarant lavels af podllical devalapmeant amaong 1Finm
I sdattasd LLARRA DL AL Wil | i@ iinévien pallildé s playEla et Eong (rilaal Caimrrianmeees Fad i uile sl

varou forma and degrees of e AREmIEnt With modern democrnlle politles;, THE hiaal dllgElsas the
olE Bl Irihs el LRI reEpresEniAatives In |l.'|||l|_l|||.|.h|||lﬂ l-'.lu|-||.| ||.l IAEiiRg e yimel o Lribm
iR

camumun i ies e Book Relps i locale |;r'|'||1'| NRELT |||:|||:I|'l ey vl O Falaed ISRLIRE ARG EARERFAY

gl tribal paditics with greater Implicabtlons over polley and fesesrel (i bndla, | wiauld ke o [InES L
ok I every lHbheary BN Bl the readery shalvee and he & [ il i e |'\ll||'|F|I|'.|'|II-rII'IF'|‘I|‘ lrrngpEet e
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Association of Global Acadomic

Appreciation Certificate

This is to certify that Dr.M.USHA BHARATHI of Shrimati Indira Gandhi

has taken part and Contriby
3 ted a Book Cha
(RTMR-2023)" (ISBN: 978-93-91357-26-6) Fetﬁrﬁuea Discussing  Different Level

Acquaintance in Manju Kapur

Pubalishagr 1y

Dalm: ET-DEHH
Cartificate 1D mﬂ‘i#ﬂmpil
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in the "Recent Trends in Multidisc

College Trichy 620 g2
iplinary Research
of & Woman's

: 's A Married woman Published by the Association of Global |
Academicians and Researchers, Tamil Nadu on 27-05-2023. This work was highly significant and
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ASSISTANT PROF ESSOR
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ABSTRACT

Manju Kapur 15 a feminist writer who speaks omt ABAINSE 1y,
Iml‘-"ﬂ'l‘.; -

difficulty in a patciarchal ethos where societal, artistic, and partjs

" i
dil h%;"‘

stance in the way ol a new woman, A Married Woman explores the §
: fl 2

torment of an ordinary middle class woman who €Xperiences ma
challenges in her life after marriage but eventually endeavyy for g

elementary rights of equality, identity, and self-satisfactigy, Astha, t&_l'.l
protagonist of the novel talks about the different phases in the |if of g
woman, pre and post marriage. The writer has documented 5 Comparison
between Hindu-Muslim religious tension in India and Astha and Fipeem-;

2

sensual tension. Peeplika, a much younger lady who is a social acﬁwﬂ:."-' 4

begins a romance that confronts all expectations that society and the family

have executed on her.

Manju Kapur is one of the most efficient Indian women authors in English, |
Her remarkable works have developed the Indian English f
dominion. Her compositions, with a gentle entreaty, portray the me
challenges in the lives of Indian women, She s a feminist writer who sg '

aut against women's difficulty in a patriarchal ethos where societal,
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Manju-A Married Woman, India Ink, 2002
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are t:r.j:ﬂl:lll‘ﬁﬂ -.--I:hm ﬂf'# nu\rﬂ Ory

the Second warfare, mamr nm"Enu
Earth, voyage, engineering and ﬂ:p yration
other world all don't seem 10 be urnt:.r i‘-ﬂ, 1...
like movies. television senals m‘ﬂ WS af
mnmmumunmd:thudamimndqwﬂw
its impact on socicty. for exampla Mary S
R.L. Stevenson's “Dr, Jekyil and M:.,Hj:c_h
“Gulliver's Travels™ are mnnpl:.ﬁeﬂ the
Robert A Heinlein rightly opines, “In thiis eomp
the methodology, and so the implications of the m
central 1o everything the humankind uﬁuin; 4 1o where:
going. Ifwe blow ourselves up w: sitin .

of science; il we mansge o remay
be through intelligent npplmtmn of
Canadian fiction too ﬂ:hned tln- tdﬂmﬂ

the year 2003. It deals Wﬂhﬂ‘-‘ﬁ
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I;.-‘nmli‘bﬂhsm
A abuse on the human-neg
.]lg;*rn thus the official Eii'l'm'
ﬁh;mnmhi SAUSAECS '[httlus._]
'1 “lﬂlﬂ FrLm TN H "'""“'“?l' Uﬁhm;_
ﬁ;“fﬂ' ‘honw afien back bacan H‘ﬂ}i x
Y are the instance of infnng
dﬂhr ive Hfﬂd of human and !ﬂm!m-,
e Lrakers They have colour-changimg |
unf:a rabbit, and thus the smell o n citrus g
» humaneid, with conam human
Il reveals the SUCCESS of his Yrie
hﬁ"‘!‘"' yre humarn neo-t oriex lissue grf-'b"-.ring":l.u'
.« this and leaves him. Then only Jimmyie
st ver Father's professionad erthugiasm
are people wiih the brains of pigs. Don't we hﬂ."l't
o s WOk Parpos sely confuses the direction ﬂ-f
st Hﬂuﬁ T‘I‘.‘Pl'"‘"f"f p Ccomn ﬁ.1.4r.4.'5"}l-._ danget 10 Snow
i puhhr,-ﬂ Jrid so the text raises the § specter of cam
g0 mmjm"t.". prese! fls 1 thie zeltler iubjﬁﬂlﬂ?ﬂiﬁm
\fo fake 2 retreat, then hang around the ﬁuhstql.l-tﬂ COfRT.

|:l i him open. and munch up his organs sk He
) may even have hu

'ﬁl’upnm}m anety of ther
ﬂ! j I . :
- hibited m:hmthnboﬂi ﬂ“ i

wm"ﬁf} other ways ©
ketween onimals and humais are Wi
15 Jimmy thi

’lmm IO purmerous anima 5
- . nmakes out his feelings 25 mt‘cnm.l{
_Hﬂllui ]”nm., neg alacts 10 gat ng : (418
‘h}l’t{h BEcau se of the cnv Lmﬂrﬂui‘ﬁﬂ and €

ak

lest, The hybrid variety only m
- ¥elang the pigoons

PG&R
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L]

| The modem Indian literature is that the representation of every aspect of life. Dalit
m.'ﬂﬂli'-ﬂlh'thﬂ"ﬂﬂpﬁninn of dalits within the Indian scheme. Dalit literatures are
noted as & rebellion against the suppression, humiliations by dalits in past and sufferings
continuing even now a day. Dalit Iite would present from dalit point ﬂf‘i"?l:"ﬂ-" when only au
tdeal work of Dalit literature can produce. The motive of Dalit literature is that the liberations
of dalits. The narration of the story of Dalit literatures are purely experienced based. The
writers within their work present the precise truth of the lifetime of enthralled socicty and
under advantaged within the Indian socicty, Their shame, anger, SUITOw, suppression, sturdy,
hnj;rm became a sturdy hand for Dalit literature. In this society marginalized the dalits for
vanous. reasons like caste, gender, colour, money, und complexion. Especially the Dalit
people were marginalized, muted and dominated for several vears. Karukky centers around
casie oppression in hate are professed as casteless religion. It expresses the author’s tension
the church and within her native village amidst the people, She exposed the betrayal of social
and institutional establishments. Sawgan is a bunch of life narratives of dalit women's
experiences. Bama's naratives show how dalit women [t into this caste-hased patriarchal

society where even nominal, basic rights Like eating, free mobility, physical security becomes

@ tough parleying in daily lives,
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. Aurobindo Ghose o Radbikeishonn, has
W medim, Some early ploneers within the Indinn Tanguages

e of their career 1o adopt English for his or her ereative wﬁth:.

“M HtH"l“l:lml'lu 18] Hnuluh Uieronre ani partly becnuse they h
. .-WIWHHMMM.

The modern bndian litermture is thar the representation of every aapect of up so far i)
mmm is an authentic enterprise 6 demansirte

‘Indian writing in English. English has cladded 1 e
wotee within which India converses

the ever-rare omament s
a replacement form of Indian culivre ge

regularly. Many female writers are exhibinad their

N

and voices through literature, Dalit literature deals witly the oppresstion of O
Indian scheme. The term dalit onginated from §
teratures are noted as a rebellion against

alits within the

anskrit “dalit’ meaning oppressl El:t'

the suppression, humilistions by dalits i past and

sufferings continuing even now a day. Daln life would present from dalit paint of view when

only an ideal work of Dali literature can produce. The motive of

liberations of dalits. The narration of

Dalit literature w the

the story of Dalit litcratures are priely experienced
based. The writers within their work present

the precise tuth of the lifetine of ehthrull

society and under advantaged within the Indian society. Their shame, anger, s

suppression, sturdy, hopes became 4 starcly band for Daln bilerature

In this society marginalized the dalits for vinons rensons like custe, gender, 1:r.11_"_.

money, and complexion. People arc g inalized by the enlepory peaple Especially the

people were marginalized, muted and dominated (o several yenrs: They wiere toleried
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weiter Bama chanpions the reason Tor Idies and dilits, She focuses the
in her work *Karmdkbu'. 11 is her autoblography. Fausting Mary Fatima Iani

n Roman Catholic. She made ‘Bama® her pseudonym, Her apcestors wene dalits.
“She studied in her village Puthupatti and graduated and have beeome o nun for seven years.
She then left the convent or nunmery and commenced writing about her childhood
‘experiences. an acquaintance of her w encourage and he or she or he published her *Kanikku®
in 1972, Karukku eamed the Crossword Book Award in 2000,

Karuhha centers around caste oppression in hate are profiessed as casteless religion. It
expresces the author's tension the church and within her native village amidst the people. She
exposed the betrayal of social and mstitutional establishments, 18 tells-of herselt and recovery
from social devilishness. Karukku means sharp blade-like leaf the tree, [t scratches and tears
the skin if not hendled properly. Bama compares karukku together with her life experiences.
She i shatiered by the events round her. Bama says that the events in her life made her bleed
like wounds made by Karukku leaves. Buma's book Karukku is present how dalits are treated
with prejudice and hubris both in social Life and comvents. o social life, she faces many
obstacles and dominance of people, In churches and convents there's discrimination against
the dalits. The monks aré materialistic and also the nung are coste frensied mwl brased onid
side with the rich.

Puthupatti is Bama’s village dominant by Nadar, Nmcker and Chaalivar population,

The Parayas and Pallas should rely upon the mercy of the Maickers who owi a major rmrﬂﬁn

PO

-t
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'ﬂ:%m of untouchability pervading the society. Bama afler
idivalive L e W ; ' )

nelized by upper caste she exhibits with anger and opens up her silence, raises e Yo

“One day T went with paatli to the Naicker house. After she had finished al| her fijy

OIS, paatti placed the vessel that she had brought along with fier. by the side of the degg

Thﬂﬂﬂkwlndf Came out together with ber leflovers, leaned out fro;
them into paan;'s vessel, and went away, e vessel, it seemed,

be palluted, . these people are the maharajas who feed us our

n the way and tin iy
mMust not touch pen::lti‘s;_

rice. Without them, how will

We survive? haven't they been Upper-caste from generation 1 Eeneration, ang haven't w]

been lower-casier Can we aller thig” (p.14)

Even though Bamg seen and experienceqd

these instances, she g Speaking of the chijns
ke strichirg of untouchability PASSIng from e tommunity o another- (e dalit ig
untouchable 1 Naicker, Nadar, Chaalivar gy these are delestable to ather uppe casles
“I don't know the way ji Passed off (he upper-vasye COMITIN A ey

and therefore thie lowise

Ciustle communitiey Were sepanited like (his Into daffereny Parts o1 the villase. Ry thiy kept

themselvey 1o 5 part of the village, ang that we g

had worked lo try 1o there, [y they

ayved in ours. We only visited theiy sice i we

NeVEr, ever, Came i ogr parts.

p. 7
However, Bamy EXpOses sych things s they

e

doing bappen cven
villages, Because such things happened, i pricked (he

ab the momenr 4

PEyche of people affected While Bama
shares her pwn EXpeticnces from school, colloge, 13,

Ed, Callege und therefore the con

and each place she feels hersclr ag 4 lormented wo

A0 I you are bopg NG an oeeasn
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cial against the latter community, The police got fed which hey pounce

w.ﬂn dﬁﬁu and whichever man is seen, he is arrested, beaten up and jails. Many men,
m;ﬂﬂ agsault escape mto the jungle. Dalit houses gel violently mspected 10 the
dismay qt‘ wamen. Even the Parish priest doesn’t spare them.

Dalit people first do not understand the power of education but later Hama made them
realize actuality value of education and commenced understanding actuality worth of
aducation which could bring their dignity and self-respect. Bama stands as a representative of
her entire community. Bama describes her pain and sorrow as, “Now, many thoughts come
crowding to me I'm form of a bird whose wings were broken. Afler s wings are broken it's
protected on condition that it stays within its cage, but if 1t comes oul it can only flap s
wings uselessly unable to fly. which is that the state during which i'm now, 1 don't know
when my wings will heal and gain enough strength so I too are ready (o fly again. as peopls
throw sticks and stones to wound a wingless bird, many of us have wounded me with their

words and deeds. Yet I do know I'm moving forward slowly step by step™ (p. 104]
In village festivals too, the upper casic like Madar never participates in Dalit's
celcbrations. The guile, hypocrisy and prejudice exercised in Christian nunnery and convents
are quite against the most effective image of such institutions that Bama had in her mind. She
realizes that to show a dalit means living a lifetime of struggle throughout, Karrukku deals

with various disgraces inflicted upon Dalits both n society and religion, it is a style of

M“ﬂlﬂﬂltﬂ society to become human.
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e by mi:w all sundry; -'3:'5'-'.",__- -
i N | .- Weedlings il planting (hem
ng, thir ﬂﬂﬁqmﬁ woconut pulling then gy 1;;._
A communitie s warked during this manmer.

& grandmother can be preferred servant, She b

res labourers (g the N I
ed for, Hi.it'ﬁl-l_ﬂdli}m, she has gone to toil the

Te day ufter day of {37
Sometimes she has requested op Sundays alsq.

1o help her gy ndmother, Bamg would gg ge

eeted Palmyyg lesves, ang Caconul frogngde

be dried up for fie] Pulling

w labour, Cleaning (he Eroundnuts angd breaking ihe shect and wyylg feich i
labourers some money,

2rovndsyg Crops

Sometimes picking stfay onions g collecting firew oo wWould engapq them [op
laboyr Going into the Jungle for firewood was dangeroys,

-Il'iﬂgi‘.; and thorg Wikl gy thai
skin g blecding, Climbing the hiljs and coming down

dangerous. The bundjes of firewood then e sold

would be tediogs besades being

al - seven or cioht rupees cach
Boys' reception would graze the sheep and enttle. Opee they prew o sinal| tmaunt alder. they)

might blast off o figure within L Lrow-up aivstind laches in their

the fields like older me
PHmE wenlt on 1o the ficlds, sifted

the grain there by the baskei(yl

anl were paid in g simi
: Way, Children accustomeq acquire the seattepe Eram with great (i
I

the Nadar shops in exchange for tapioca or some stch other poods, The N

the Dalits and tradesmen cheated them, There was ne wiy in the least for

Tieully. They 1ok them i
mckers explod

the Dalit who st
10 fair methods and who toiled harg o create wel|,
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mﬂmmmmy acewstomed return home tired at seven within the evenng. -

They will not study. It was highly difficult 1o fill their bellies. The smell of chemicals was ‘
their lit, not the smell of education.

Bama particularly mentions some incidents that occur in and around the “ﬂlﬂgﬁ'
representing the entire community. For example, her attention s revealing within the way

during which she talks aboul every single old woman. This enables her to bnng owl

representatives for every type of dalit individuals in her novel-mother, grandmother, brother,
old man so on. Bama shows how the dalits arc tortured and exploited by the state- aded
machinery surpass the rich upper caste people.

This barbarous practice starls affecting the course of their hives even before they fully
comprehend what 'caste’ means. Bama's expenence of watching an elderly Dalit man carrying
a packet of 'vadais' for an upper caste man by ils strings so as that the food e does not get
polluted by his untouchable touch reveals the humiliation that everyone, Dralits must suffer
during this caste- ridden Indian society. They are discrintnated everywhere in schools, and
colleges, and buses.

" Peaple cast contemptible glances ot them and then the author remembers in Karukku

haw once in her school she was branded as a thief because shie belongs to a low- casle

vl
N

: . . : ak it
community. Her reminiscence on her experience at college as: the next morming

assembly, the headmaster called out my name. "You have shown us o true anture
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itll e majority of the Christinn Dalite

within the convent, ‘h‘-’;"-.'-: ’

sin the convent. She wriles:
: - WHE as il they
-’ s with thear notons low- caste people

didln't ever consider lowes g

. ..'u.mrﬂ discipline nor cleanliness nor culture. They think that 1h

c- il

~ven an honest house to measure in. In this condition, they worked for the nice ofthg

| Sawgati i 8 bunch of life narratives of dalit women's expericnies gamned by a young
' Dalit woman, Bama, while she remembers her past. It's a sequel to Bama's [isst nove
a ﬂ-m experiences entail for engaging with analysis of the bisecti L
m'ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂ its grasps. Sangali wns."-'mu:n m Tamil and alverwards translaed mi
' h{m Halmstrom, The whole narrative is split imto twelve chapters. The wor
mm It carries an autobiographical element in i1 marmative. Tt is the story o

= T iy ,.qu:mmdmdml The baak 15 complete obsery

Abon amd movinge wa
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1l L

wmww By nartating the stories of dalit women, Hama wants 1o
pebellious celebration” as & response 1o the hurdships of the dalit women i her stary. M
with many hardships, Bama voice oul the cultural wlentity of dalit women which strongly
resists patriarchal and caste-based rules which historically exist 1o subdue them. Bama
narrates a lot of incidents, touching upon many unheard and unseen events, where UPPIESSIvE
structure tried to repress dalit women within still as outside the households.

Every aspect of life, women are considered less valuable in an exceedingly
patriarchal society like India. Cultural norms favour male members of the family. Even m
minor privileges like cating food, boys are given priority over women of the house. Bama
points out the difficulty of gender discrimination by writing; “1 4 boy baby cnies, he's
instantly picked up and given milk. Tt 15 nol s0 with the girl. Even with breastfeeding, it's the
identical story; & boy 18 breastfed longer, with the gird, they bear them quietly. making them
forgets the breast” (p 7)

Bama portrays a real life of dalil Parayar women, branging (o light moments which
dwell the daily arbitration of their identity compared 0 non-dalit women, For exaniple, in
comparing the realities between Upper-c: wite women and the dalit women she writes, T isn't
the identical for ladies of other castes and communities. Our women cannot bt the torment

of upper caste masters within the world. and reception, they'll nol bedr the violenee of m,?if

husbands” (p 65), Bama also discusses the moients from her childhood, as she learns ANy
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mwﬂm

m favours expreinlly Jabs gy
Bays (n het Bk 5’“3‘“““

o .;m.iu.ﬁﬂﬁl :
i that we believe ardlently o

(hat we must not ever allow our s to be exhuusted, damng

- ought that this might be our fate, at the identical time as we push cig

s0 100, we must strengthen our heitrls and minds S0 on S

Dalit women faced much violence and harassed by men and as inferior (o men

zre nol getting money properly for their work. Men got much amount while women g0

..,.
imeagre sulary for the identical work. In many places, landlords havassed Dalit women, often
scald them with unkind words and ill treated them. Because ol their fumuly and kids only,
they tolemsted these kinds of evil actions, HBama projects that Dalits should becom
m.hmihmj.tﬂy eonstructed prison o on fight against the force of eosbivemenl
'#‘M—h Kanbhu, Bama expresses her anger about the enchanted hopes of Dall

\ Mnﬁ!l in gloom of exploitation and discrimination

Nived within the state of enslavement. In spite of 1e

Dalits WUle e L:l'.". fusd

3 IE pain, sulferings, discrimination an
les they have 10 1ift up their positions y
1) up their positions. Dalits have SouEht to redefine their position 4

< Dangati show more indistinguishable issues o

PRINS i many chaplers. Bam; holds the mirror up @ |
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