Integrated and Inclusive Education for
Differently Endowed Children




Training on Painting using Computer for hearing
impaired girl

World Computer Literacy Day Celebrations — “Computer
Literacy in a Village — Eye Opener Camp”



Mathematical Dyscalculia — New Mathematical Software
for Special Children — Release of CD-ROM

Release & Dedication of Software Tool
‘AUT — SOFT” A Computer Aided Basic Tool for the
Language Development of Autistic Children



Release & Dedication of Software Tool “Advanced
AUT-SOFT” - Advanced Computer Aided Tool for Autistic
Children ( in English & Tamil) - His Excellency Shri.Surjit
singh Barnala, the Governor of Tamil Nadu

Release & Dedication of the New Computer Aided Software
Tool “A Learning Guide for Skill Development and
Mathematics Readiness for Autistic and Differently
Endowed Children — Skill Soft — Parts — | & II” - His

Excellency Dr. K. Rosaiah, the Governor of Tamil Nadu



Release and Dedication of the New Computer Aided
Software Tools — Software for Mathematics Readiness for
Children with Down Syndrome
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Release of Booklet on “Autism — Information
Technology and Autism”



/’§’

v\
M\ .‘,'JV
NANRA RN

Opening of Digital Talking Library for Differently
Endowed Women
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Short term Training Programme for teaching
Handicapped Children.

Opening of GYM for Women Employees of
Bharathidasan University
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SOFTWARE FOR MATHEMATICS READINESS FOR Belige OEFLOLTBSEBSGIIL SHNEL CDETELITHET

CHILDREN WITH DOWN SYNDROME (SOFTWARE FOR MATHEMATICS READINESS FOR

.( LQ{&'H. dlet. Ggmb GHEDGHEHSETEN CHILDREN WITH DOWN SYNDROME)
aemiige OELEUTBaERSEGTL SiHNed ELeTeLNeT)

Dr. K. Meena weaneuir. K. berm

Former Vice Chancellor (peinensT gDTICAHS
Bharathidasan University U S5E6T LBVBERBEL5D
Tiruchirappalli, TamilNadu \EMAT/c .g@m.ﬂnuumﬂ‘.g @QI’T’ i :
Patron, Down Syndrome Group of Tam 6%, S0UGL e SO )
Expert in Software Developmg, g

Email : drk.meena@gmail. k [ e oo

Former Vice Chancellor,
Bharathidasan University, 'ﬂruchirapp_al[g /
Patron, Down Syndrome Group of.r‘[a‘mll
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AUTISM

Information Technology & Autism
(A Guide for Parents and Educators)

Prof. Dr. K. MEENA
M.Sc.M.Phil ME.MILE.Ph.D,

&
Prof. Dr. S. PRABAKAR IMMANUEL
M.Sc.,MPhil, MSEd.(USA)M.Phil,Ph.D.,




ome of the hearing-impaired children from the special schools run by the Holy
ross Service Soclety in Tiruchi enjoying themselves during the Deepavall
brations.

fative town of Keelukkaral from Dubal, when  launch to reach the coastal Keclakkarai town.

Ramunathapuram districr was withessing & Belore setting sail they imformed their family

baste flare-up. Alter reaching Chennal the  members of their plun. Later, they reached the

youths, (m\vﬂtd 10 Ramanaslhapuram by the  Keelakkaral shore, where they were received

jethu Express an October 6 lust. Since buses by their relatives who were otherwise to have

gnd other vebicles were not plying in Rama« met them at the station,

psthaspuram town, they decided to travel. o

he Mandapam rallway staton by the same  (Coneributions from 5. CGanesan Ir Tirehi. G, Srintve-
n. ARer alighting there, they booked & san in Tharduvur emi Syed Mutiahar in Torunelved, )

Training proposed for
teaching handicapped
By Our Special Correspondent

R muﬁube‘e.rm;
~Cum-resource centre for grag

level field workers, community ban!,w.
pre-school educitors, special educors, and
teachers in schools on training of handicapped
children, would be established in Tiruchi with

the help of the NGGOs and the Government,
Mr. V. Murthy. District Collector, here
Wednesday.

- He was participating in the Deepavali cole-
brations oganised by the Holy Cross Service So-
“ciety for handicapped children, and the students
of the Smt. Indira Gandhi College. The Collector
~#akd handicapped children required speclal at

fention from the soclety, parents, g
the Government. ‘ o
The Collector suid Tiruchi had made ploneer-
Ing work in the fiekd of integration of the special
children with the muinstream of the society by
mmuthunhh _ ﬁmm&
NGOs engaged tehabilita
the special children should jointly support
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Centre proposed in Tiruchi
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to train mentally deficient

- By Our Staff Reporter

TIRUCHI, April 28.

The Central Government has sanctioned Rs. 7
lakhs for the establishment of a counselling and
training centre for the mentally deficient per-
sons in the government hospital Tiruchi, said Dr.

M. E. Isakki Muthu
- - pital, here today.
' Speaking at the inauguratio

, Superintendent of the hos-

n of 'fhe ‘rehabil-

itation centre for the mentally deficient spon-
sored by the Anbalayam of Tiruchi, he said
while people suffering from any other disease
 were accepted by the society, those with mental
¢ deficiency were looked down upon. Voluntary
~ organisations should educate the community to
change this attitude, he added.
*  Dr. K, Meena, Principal of the Shrimathi In-
. dira Gandhi college, who inaugurated the cen-
tre, said when the mentally deficient persons
were shown t:‘:areand love and given training to

improve

- pendent
L Comjg
E geach then
~. just to the

s, they Would'bqgo_m_e self-de-

A N TR ;

oftware have been _developed to
look after themselves, and to'ad-
rroundings, she said. The Princi-

- pal recalled that during the computer exposure
- programme organised by the NSS students of
- the college, the handicapped and differently en-

dowed students had shown remarkable interest,
and had learnt very quickly.

Dr. N. Balasubramanian stressed the need for
educating the parents and relatives of the men-
tally deficient children.

Mrs. Subhadra, Correspondent, Kriyva Matric-
ulation School, criticised the attitude of the par-
ents who want their children to go for
engineering, or medicine. Such heavy pressure
exerted on children at a very young age often
results in mental derangement, she added.

Mr. T. K. S. Senthilkumar, secretary of Anba-
layam, welcoming the gathering, said the ob-
jective of the centre was to give training to the
mentally deficient in useful crafts. He said Anba-
layam had launched a programme in the city
three years back for the day-care of the ‘mentally
deficient. About 60 mentally deficient persons
living in the city were supplied food, and also
given a bath, hair cut and clean dress by the
volunteers. e =

Messrs. R. Ganapathi Subramaniam, Educa-
tional Advisor to the Shrimathi Indira Gandhi
College, Prof. Joseph Hridayaraj of the St. Joseph

college, Mr. David Mansingh, Secretary of the
Santhana Human Welfare and Educational
Trust, Mr. Ramachandran, Mr. R. Basha and Mr.
Felix Winson Francis, President, Anbalayam, al- j

ot S Lo

e Gl

so spoke.
i



By Our Stall Reporter

X TIRUCHE, Aug. 7.

Three scparate soltware packages for the
mentally retarded, hearing im pulrednndmbo-
paedic children developed by
tse students of the Shrisathi Indira Gandhi Colb-
lege in association with the Holy Cross Service
m were relessed here today,

 Explaining the salient fcatures of the softwire
chages 01 4 function organised at the college.
DK . principal of the college. obwerved
M thm’wu tremendaus tia) for using
latest technodogical tools for belping the
! phrﬂcdly‘hmdknppd children as the country
* had a very high numbaotdlsahledmmm.

m;aﬂlholhmpachmlndudedn
[ ¢4 anent tool for mentally retorded
. language performance test and i
= case tool far the orthopacd-

3 software packages for
‘handicapped released

V" .

45

h-’

ﬂ\evhunlnldsmbunéwbeul’ocﬂwm
Improving the cammunication skills of the mein-
tully retarded children 10 o great extent.

The package would also help mdyx their

performance.
The software for the

been developed ta help children
3yuzllhmpmthclrmh -ndufmpmﬁn-

De. §. Prabhakaran.
vice Society. stressed m for lﬁm
latest technology available for (he physical
und mentally retorded chikdren though
venLures miy ok be commercially viable.

Stating that there were miany populiar miss
conoapﬂan about disabled persons in the socie-
ty, he sald many of them could function s

_ mmnlhummb&);swﬂhpmpammwm

irgatment,

Earlicr, Mr. Ramasubbu, past midanL Ro-
tary Club of Cauvery, released the software

'MW

club of
m&mrmﬁ
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Maths CD released for chlldren w1th DS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

TIRUCHI: The Alagappa Univer-
sity will soon create a Depart-
ment of Special Education
and Rehabilitation Science,
according to its Vice-Chan-
cellor S. Subbaiah.

Speaking at a function here
on Saturday after releasing
software for mathematics
readiness for children with
‘Down Syndrome’ developed
by former Vice-Chancellor of
Bharathidasan University K.
Meena, he said the State Gov-
.ernment had sanctioned
posts for creating the depart-
ment, which is not only aimed
at offering courses on special
education but also developing

.a model home for physically

and mentally challenged per-
sons. The programmes,

which were currently being
offered on special education,

would be incorporated with
the new department.
Recollecting the sufferings

St Subbnah Vice- Chancellor. Alagappa University, Karaikudl
releasing the Software for Mathematics Readiness for Children
with Down Syndrome in Tiruchi on Saturday. K. Meena, former
Vice-Chancellor, Bharathidasan University, Is at left.

— PHOTO: B. VELANKANNI RAJ
of parents of children with
mentally and physically chal-
lenged persons, Mr. Subbaiah
said many of them had been
taking care of their children
with devotion, dedication,

and hope However, there was
a question mark on their live-
lihood and wellbeing after the
parents’ lifespan. Stating that
it was one of the biggest social
issues of the country, he said

as per the 2011 stanstlcs, 2.68
crore people had been living
in the country with physical
or mental illness.. ;

Ms. Meena, in her address,
said the software tool had so-
lutions to the learning chal-
lenges of children with ‘Down
Syndrome’. It would increase
their understanding ability
and 6verall skill development.
The software would consist of
elght modules such as count-
ing ob)ects, identifying
shapes, missing number, cur-
rency identification and oth-
ers. It had been developed af-
ter carrying out an intensive
field test with various homes
and schools that taught chil-
dren with ‘down syndrome’.

S. Prabhakar Immanuel, Ex-
ecutive Director, Holy Cross
Service Society, Tiruchi, S.
Sethuraman, president, Indi-
an Medical Association, Tiru-
chi chapter, and M.S. Ashraf,
Member, Tamil Nadu Medical
Council spoke.

SUNDAY TIMES 22.11.2015

Tﬂdly Gonsldermg the
need to effectively teach
“mathematics to children
affected with Down syn-
droxne, an ¥

- d hel,
| the children learn mathe-

ce-d!aaﬂor of Ala-

with Down §

"Whﬂethew&%seva-
al challenges in teaching
mathematics to

their enthusiasm and
ability to use visual sense

effectivelyisindeedanad-
sbeaﬂded,

Saying that’fhe disor-
der is common and not
rare as many believe, he
said, “Down syndrome is
often misunderstood as
mental retardation. Par-
_ents go for neurological
't ent and medica-

tramedh'omas
earlyasemonﬂxs ™

ma!‘.i‘mn:iz%nglaeswéylm gappa University S Sub on Saturday X r from Down mgsptleze ftware, u%‘:h.
? T S0
e i syndrome in

P! abimy to learn. \wageh e Most of the time par- s also the hlgh;ld:t X% pC;Jat;wellomrof tlszesAlagaP»__

mathemati e e sa t?nn;oofite ayear entsandeducatorsareun- world,” said Dr M S Ash-  said a sepamlty te <o
g been n pu anc‘l,etlho:t- aware of the methodolo- raf, consultant physician ment has been medggd at’ i

- A ale. - o gies to  teach such atAyesha Hospital. the university to provid

Gremp of Tamil Nadu, such children :lg;}ta nt;:r- ggnot I::rd assmumame saey i of thesechil-  BEd and ME copnm J;

who developed the soﬁ- jorrole. o i wm;;}?lb;?cdhmg hangling SR

Specialneeds.

ics. The software would
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DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHY, NOV, 21

The Alagappa University
(AU), Karaikudi, has decid-
ed to establish an exclusive
department for differently-
abled people for their wel-
fare at a cost of Rs 25 crore.
A detailed project report
will be sent to the UGC
shortly for its approval,
said AU vice-chancellor Dr
S.Subbiah.

Releasing the country’s
first software for mathe-
matics readiness for chil-
dren with Down’s syn-
drome (a CD rom and a

brochure) created by
DrK.Meena, former vice-
chancellor of Bharathid-
asan University here at a
function on Saturday, Dr
Subbiah said that the proj-
ect included a residential
school for differently-abled
and Down’s syndrome chil-
dren and a special training
centre to train teachers for
handling children with spe-
cial needs.

He called upon parents of
such children to positively
support this programme
and stressed the need to
create greater awareness
about this disease.

@ Alagappa

University, has

taken up this

unique initiative

In her address DrMeena
pointed out that she has
been involved in the prepa-
ration of computer-aided
software tools since 1996.
These software tools are
distributed free of cost to
numerous individuals / org-
anizations in India and
abroad. She added that th-
ese tools would be very use-
ful for special teachers and
parents to teach them. The
programme has eight mod-

Univ dept for differently-abled

ules namely, counting obj-
ects, identifying shapes, mi-
ssing numbers, addition,
subtraction, currency, num-
bers, names and place val-
ue.

Others who participated
in the function included Dr
S.Sethuraman, president,
Indian Medical Association
(IMA), Tiruchy, Dr
M.S.Ashraf, member, Tamil
Nadu Medical Council, Dr
S. Prabhakar Immanuel,
founder and executive
director, Holy Cross service
society, Tiruchy, and veter-
an print journalist V
Ganapathy.

DECON CHRONICLE 02.11.2018

®Removing misconceptions about the malady is vital

Tiruchy collector releases
booklet on | IT and autism

- R.VALAYAPATHY | DC

TIRUCHY, NOV 1

There are many miscon-
ceptions about Autism.
Most people think Autism
as a condition related to
intellectual impairment.
Many others think auti-
sm as a medical diso;

sical disorder which has

an impact on certain dev-
glr(;pmental needs of chil-

Autism is a condition
whxch can be addressed

“ iruchy coll

the booklet. To

cluld for his mdxvuiual—
based developmental
needs. This condition is
not new. Even in the year

940, Khanner a psychia-
mst stated about the
group of children who
have certain stereotype

- behaviour. -

The children with autis-
tic conditions will show
some differences in social
interaction, speech and
language ~ communica-
tion, abnormal relation-
ship to objects and events,
abnormal responses. to
sensory stimulations and
developmental  delays.
These characteristics are

. seen during early devel-

opmental period of two to
three years of age, say
medical experts.

K.
hns Ieft is Dr K Meena.

- These factors clearly

show autism is not a con-
dition of intellectual
impairment. Some chil-
dren may have associated

conditions of intellectual -

impairment.
But since most of the

char: istics when not - d

vention programme for
total development needs,
they will move away from
low cognition group.

In order to create an
understanding of the
needs of autistic children
and the need for a total

addressed do not help the
child fo participate and
learn by six years of age,
most  children  with
autistic spectrum disor-
der seems to fall under
the lower cognition

group.

But in reality, nearly 80
Per cent of autistic chil-
dren when receiving goal

oriented, family-based,

individual-based inter-

gramme
for this group of clnldren
from the young age,
efforts have been taken by
Dr K. Meena, former vice-
chancellor of Bharathida-
san University and Natio-
nal Award recipient for
outstandmg servmes to

Holy Cross Service Soci-
ety, has written a booklet

_on “Autism - Information

Technology and Autism" )
and Use of information
technology to assist autis-
tic childre:

This gmdebook specifi-

4 cally focuses on the needs

of -parents and educators.
This guidebook provides:
basic information on
autistic nature,, charac-
teristics and need for
early intervention in the
first part.

D

In the second part, the
focus is given to informa-
tion technology applica-
ble to the needs of autis-
tic children and also has a
questionnaire to identify
needs and meet the same
in the learning environ-
ment.

Ms. Meena said, the con-
tent and principles of
information technology
is applicable to children
with special needs and
autistic cond.itions, while
there is need for
‘Tralmng of Trainers
(ToTs)’ in order to con-
centrate on skill develop-
ment of autistic children.

The  booklet  was
released by Mr Rajamani
Tiruchy C

itie:

with
Dr. Meena along with
the National Awardee Dr
S. Prabhakar Immanuel,
executive director of

here at
a low-key function.
He hailed the efforts of
both Ms Meena and DrS.
Prabhakar Immanuel.
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Booklet released on early
recognition of autism

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

@ Tiruchy |

More than 80 per cent chil-
dren who are diagnosed with
autism can progress when
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executive director of the
Holy Cross Service Society
during a special programme
for guiding parents and edu-
cators to identify autism in
the early stages on Wednes-
day in the city. District Col-
lector K Rajamani released a
booklet on the occasion.

Dr Immanuel said, “Some
children may have some ste-
reotype behaviour by birth.
Such autistic children will
have difference in social in-
teraction, speech, language
communications, abnormal
relationship with objects
and delay in development.
These characteristics are

s "see‘h dﬁring‘the developmen

tal period of the child from
the age of 2t03.”

The booklet containing 56
questions in the form of
checklist was released.

K Meena, former vice
chancellor of Bharathi-
dasan University, said that
as the concentration level of
autistic children oscillates
more than normal children,
speciﬁc video training is be-
ing used for attracting thelr
attention.

The collector added that
all ICDS field workers in the
district shall be made aware
on early diagnosis of autism
among children.






Tiruchy: The District Col-

lector, Jayashree Muralid-

haran, inaugurated the
digital talking library (DTL),
 thesecond of its kind, at the
Library of Bharathi-

Inauguratmg the DTL,
she said technological de-

velopments helped heralot
people’s problems

in solving
and keep track of the hap-
penings in City.

She said, the BTL whlch ;

- isdedicated to the different-
ly-abled persons, would
I prov1de them confid-

'I'hesmxle of a d.lfferently-
~ abled student the moment
she accessed the DTL,

speaks for it’, she added.

Dr K Meena, Vice-Chan-

cellor, Bharathidasan Uni-
versity, in her address said,

- now technological tools

were being used for the
differently-abled persons.

Explaining the egncept.

behind the DTL,
~ the traditional ta
was outdated.

‘The DTLis a multi-media
representation of the print
| publication, ‘wherein voice
. plays the major role.
~ In addition to improved
sound q@hiy the DTL al-

Digital talking ibrary s being dedic:

persons at Bharathidasan University, Tiruchy, on Friday
seen are District Collector Jayashree mraﬁdhmﬂ Vi
/ | % B

Chancellor Dr K Meena] Expms

lows the user to rewmd, for—
ward, set book marks, mark

~over chapters and enables

him to skip paragraphs’
She said there were eight
DTLs across India and
Bharathiyar University and
Bharathidasan University

‘were the only two educa-

tional institutions in the
State to have installed a
DTL, she added.

~ Speaking on the side-
lights of the inauguration, M

‘Prabavathy, Head (In-

Charge, Centre for Differ-

»book

ently -Abled Pgrsoqs,

nearly 600 books on va
subjects are fed mto:
DTL.

besides releasing t
framed PhD T



