Computer Awareness Programme & Video Presentation on
“Information Technology on Wheels”







IT on Wheels at Several Doorsteps....
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Computer Training Programme on Multimedia for
Housewives
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A one-day Computer Awareness Programme on The
use of Computer, & Internet to Headmaster /
Headmistress of all the Higher Secondary Schools

in Tiruchirapalli District
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Vocational Training Programme on Computer
Awareness for Accounting Packages for Self - Help
Group of Women
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One-day Workshop on “Communication Skills using
Language Laboratory for all Headmasters and English
Teachers of High and Higher Secondary Schools in

Tiruchirappalli District



One-day Special Computer Training Programme
on“Tamil Computing (Murasu Anjal)

Programme on “Know-how techniques of
MS-OFFICE”
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Demo on Data Entry Operation

Computer Awareness Training Programme for B.T
Assistants in Maths and English and Drawing masters of
High and Hr.Sec.Schools in Trichy District



Training on AUTO-CAD for SHG Women



Computer Awareness Training Programme on DTP for
Women



Release of a CD-ROM with Training Manual
prepared on INTERNET



“Free Internet Awareness Training Programme for
Housewives” on 04.01.2014
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Advanced Computer Training Programme
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A CD-ROM and a Training Manual prepared under
her guidance and were also released.
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“Free Internet Awareness Training Programme for

Housewives”



Residents of 8, Pudukottal, a soull village -
’nbmnzuk‘mmmdnmed in .

Taking computer to vﬂlags

Rumpswinmi College, 'l‘lnfchl akso organtsed
constructing within ten days 8 community 10 duy special camp al Knmbarasampettinl

constraction, ' 1L
nhowmwdthebnﬂd%lbwdu AR iy good job

Gandhi Jayenothl day. here, the women's cooperative milk Watershed muaniy ent. wisteland
A o v tPle ociety office would be hodsed. K. S Rt cod pziioes
Al department. K. Meena, Principal Govindirajan. Director of SEVAL said the nnmfmn&-:"w sociul ewlls Hike
of the "‘"ﬂ Gandh Co:'lcac who visited e i und ‘!ge uhht'y of m":’.’:& were e main arcas selected by
camp almost daily saild the students realised watershed management i the students. K. Rojureman, District Collector,

e “mnmy o l-mbwr. Ih};- ?m‘m ::ts mmfngl'ye pood. gave away the c:nrlﬂmm 1o the pur:;:pa:’u
" > Pk 1ded
folk un.:dnl;n their Pﬂ‘:’tﬂt'rl‘l}lrwt . K. N. mMW K‘l’:::l;:g“‘ < f{lklh‘r\’ o ory. m"m' \_Cmmlauml “’“"f“ y
i mllmﬂ“'h" ’C)e';t t ! Ramafingam. Dirsctor of Colleghite Fducation  he College. v GANARA
rAchnch. pyin, .,' ident of the fed over the valedi lnna.lm.hm ] THY
S. Pudukottal Milk soclety said the The NSS students of the |\

-~ Village kids have afeel of computers

These students were not only ta-

HILE  the world
is_fast becoming a
global village, tha-

X nks 1o the day-to-
doy advancements made in the
field of communication techno-
logy, unforlunately many an
Indian village continues to be
isolated due to the poxr penetra-
tion of knowledge.

In an effor 10 provide an inter-
face with modesn technology to
the rural students, the NSS unit of
the Shrimathi Indira Gandhi Col-
lege for Women, Tiruch: has hit
upon @ novel idea of taking
computers Titerally, right 10 the
remore villages,

One such programme was orga-
nised for the benefit of the stu-
dents of the Jerico School for
Handicapped of Nagamangalam
village near Tinuchi, who showed
that given an opporunity these
nature’s; babes were more than
willing to explore and leam the
marvels of world of computers
and CDROMS,

ught the various operations, inclu-

Uing basic Lotus and Wordstar
language, but were also encoura-
ged to do small programmes of
teirown,

Armed with this basic knowl-
edge the students explored their
way into map reading, location of
1IVers, crligs efc

Almost all of these students
hid niol even cast their eyes on a
computer ever before and had no
hope of either doing: so during
their student-life,

Apan from the thnll of handl-
ing the mouse and the compuler,
these children were ceftain 1o
cherish thisopportunity forever.

Apart from the computer aware-
ness programme, the NSS. vol-
unteers. of the College also
crected a borewell in the village
and  constructed a madernised
toflet. i ;

|
|

S. Ganesan




Child labourers get computer education

:-mm by the Indira Gandhi College The innovative move wa the Child Labour Effective Era- mne‘mﬁﬁﬂ-
chapter of the Computer Soci- made by the Collector, who dication and Rehabilitation Soc- ect in these children, officials
Tiruchi has become ety of India (CSI) it ensures collabm:ﬂonwlhﬂwluﬂ- iety (CHEERS) in the district. averred.
confi-

“ter mouse, were provided with llIs to ensure that they keep up |
> mmmmrwmmm with their wards in this course.

to have a look at their drawing  without its teething troubles.

the drawing and maths skills of their bus fare which
the children would be impro- to Rs.108 at the rate of
ved through use of computer child per day.
graphics. As the children’s kno-  Though the Collector wrote
wledge was not on par with ' to the TNSTC o




A ten-day course to make housewives ‘c

o

The banner at the entrance of the computer
department in the Indira Gandhi College for
Women reads: “Working woman's envy.
housewife's pride.”” Indeed, the 76 housewives
in the 25 to 60 age group with varying educa-
tional qualifications from SSLC to P.G. degrees
who emerged successful in the 10-day com-
puter awareness programme, said they real-
ised, that the computer was a useful addition
to the other gadgets such as the Washing ma-
chine, mixer, grinder and television in their
homes. The course was organised by the wom-
en’s branch of the Computer Society of India
under itsjplan to develop.and spread computer
literacy. |

Mrs. Champaka Ramakrishnan, a 56-year-
old grandmother, echoed the sentiments of the
other participants that they had felt at a loss
even during family discussions whenever the
topic of computers came up. All of them had
felt that the computer, a sophisticated instru-
ment to be kept in an airconditioned room and
to be handled only by experts. But within just
10 days, they had become “friendly’”” with the
computer, and had realised that it would re-
spond to multifarious commands like a trusted
servant.

Dr. K. Meena, Principal and Head of the De-
partment of Computer Science of the college,
said while it had been planned to enrol only 50
housewives for the course as many as 76 had
finally registered and several others had been
denied admission. The participants were in-
troduced to utilities such as Wordstar, Lotus 1,
2, 3, dBase, III plus using special books pre-
pared to teach adult learners. Within 10 days,
the housewives were able to plan the monthly
budget, prepare an inventory of grocery items,
ascertain household requirements taking into
account family size, prepare a list of essentials
purchased. and the total expenditure incurred,

omputer literate’ organised by the women'’s branch of
the Computer Society of India, at the Indira Gandhi College for Women, Tiruchi.



Computer training for
Adi Dravidar teachers

Express News SErvICE

Tiruchi, May 13: A  15-day
computer training programme

for the teachers of Adi Dravi-

dar welfare high schools and hi-
gher secondary schools from
all over the State, has been org-
anised by the Tamil Nadu Adi
Dravidar Directorate at Shrim-
ati Indira Gandhi College
(SIGC) here. About 60 teachers,
including women, are attend-
ing the course which would con-
clude on May 20.

Giving an outline of the objec-
tives ‘of the programme, Dr.
K.Mena, College Principal
and Head of the Computer Dep-
ent, said the teachers
woypld be taught the basics of
copputer  education which
wpuld enable them to take clas-
s for plus two students. The
topics chosen for the training
include Wordstar, Lotus, D-
Base etc., she said.

The Principal said the teach-
ars from 51 higher secondary
schools and nine high schools
rom Chennai, Madurai, Chen-
jalpattu, Cuddalore, Namakk-
il, Perambalur, Chidambaram
ind Dharmap\}ri were attend-

ing the programme. By impart-
ing such training, the teachers
would be better-placed in teach-
ing computer applications and
also be able to register informa-
tion about students’ progress
and important details relating
to the subjects.

The college had conducted
computer training camps to ho-
usewives, teachers and child-
ren during the last summer hol-
idays. Similarly, 47 Adi Dra-
vidar school teachers from Tir-
uchi district were benefitted in

week-long training during Dec-

ember last.

Meena said the college had
plans to conduct training ca-
mps for the children studying
in fourth to seventh s (
during August-September th
year. i
RMunusamy, Joint Directori
of Adi Dravidar and Tribes Wel-
fare, Chennai, who visited the
college, qaid such training pro-
grammes would be organised
for headmasters and teachers,
parti y during summer
holidays infuture, as there was
also a need for computer aware-
ness among ‘teaching staff.

Teachers from the Adi Dravidar welfare
in computers at Shrimati Indira Gandhi

Action plan to enumerate child labourers

By Our Staff Reporter
TIRUCHI, JAN. 7. The Tiruchi district admin-
istration has drafted an action plan to
enumerate all categories of child labour-
ers including the street children.

‘This would pave the way for making any
rehabilitative measures for them to be ef-
fective in future, said the Collector, K.
Manivasan.

Pointing out that the district has been in
the forefront in rehabilitating child la-
bourers, Dr. Manivasan said during the
present year, a total 910 students of spe-
cial schools for child labourers have been
admitted to regular schools, which was an
all-time high.

At present, over 1,500 children were
studying in 30 special schools functioning
under the aegis of the Child Labour Elim-
ination - and Effective Rehabilitation
(CHEERS), a pioneer programme.

Speaking at the valedictory of the com-
| puter-training programme for children
from the special schools here today, he
said that the programme was envisaged to
ensure that these children got the same
educational opportunities as others.

Atotal of 35 students benefited from the
month-long training con-

not only exposed to the basics of comput-
ers but also taught some packages that
could help them in tackling aptitude tests.
Dr. Manivasan said effective enforce-
ment of labour laws was the need of the
hour and the district administration was
planning to conduct a sensitisation pro-
gramme for the Labour Department offi-
cials on dealing with child labourers.
Parents of these children have beneﬁlen?

training,

Dr. Meena expressed the hope that a
centre to impart computer training to spe-
cial children, including the physically
challenged and those with learning diffi-
culties, would be established in the city.

Philanthropists could donate their used
computers to the centre which could be
used to train children, she opined.

immensely as they have been il
into the Swaranjayanthi Gram Swarozgar
Yojana by organising self-help groups.

The Collector noted with satisfaction
that the project has been continuously
bagging the Malcolm Audiseshaiah Award
in recent years.

Similarly, the Commonwealth Associ-
ation for Public Administration and Man-
agement gave an international award on
leamning about the project, selected
among 10 best innovative community
welfare projects in the Commonwealth
countries.

Dr. Manivasan lauded the role of Shri-
mati Indira Gandhi College and its princi-
pal, K. Meena, for showing keen effort in
successful completion of the training pro-

gramme.
He distributed certi to those who

ducted by the district administration in
association with Shrimati Indira Gandhi

College.
During the training, the students were

underwent the training and released the

training manual brought out by Meena.
These children could use the manual to

refresh what they have learnt during the

CM’s gesture to
head constable

By Our Staff Reporter

TIRUCHI, JAN. 7. The Chief Minister, Jayala-
lithaa, has sanctioned Rs. one lakh to a
head constable attached to the Kallakudi
police station, Somasundaram, for his heart
surgery. The police constable had present-
ed a petition to the Chief Minister recently
seeking financial assistance for undergoing
treatment for his heart ailment.

The constable attached to the Armed Re-
serve Police here, Govindasamy, had also
sought assistance from the Chief Minister
for his two-year-old daughter’s heart sur-
gery. Ms. Jayalalithaa has sanctioned Rs.
one lakh to him too.

The Superintendent of Police, M. C. Sa-
rangan today presented cheques to both
the constables today.

thools in the State undergoing a training programme
ollege, T|I‘1ICh|: Express Photo

Members of a women self help group at a vocational training programme in Tiruchi.

|
‘ VOCATIONAL TRAINING CENTRES COMING UP / RS. 3.20 LAKHS SPENT
|

\
r By Our Staff Reporter

TIRUCH, 00T, 31. While the self help group
concept has worked wonders for women in
helping them progress socially as well as
economically, one of the factors that has

vocational training programme co-hosted
by the Project Implementation Unit, Tamil
Nadu Corporation for Development of
Women.

Around 30 members of about 10 SHGs
including Nesam, Valarthamizh, Vanavil,

Computer literacy imparted to SHGs

knowledge about them at a later date,” says
the SIGC principal, K. Meena, who also
taught them to navigate through the web
world

Aspects of Tally accounting package, MS
Excel including table preparation and pow-



record of visits to the p
- fa doctor. They i
r.ay record the medi- ¢
 cines given to them
under different cir- t
~ cumstances. They can [
keep record of all the f
symptoms for any par-
ticular diseases by us-
ing which they can |
themselves easily ana- 1
lyse their disease.
Housewives can use 1
computers for record- ¢
ing cookery menu and
programs which they
can retrieve for their
future use. Computers
are nowadays used by
the common man and
many agencies to keep
a record of the day to
day financial transac-
tions.
o We can also use the
 computer to maintain
a “personal record”’ for
noting down the birth-
days, names and ad-
dress of important
relatives and  other
family friends. L
Nowadays, comput-
ers help cast horo-
scopes. We can_also
maintain a record con-
cerning the due dates
for payments to be
made towards insur-
ance premia, provident
fund, tax and other im-
portant accounts. The
computer can also be
used for keepiug « rec-

cerning details oma' :
: ‘ trieve informstialoné w“th'a"t'lvw
otheusedlby the medical representa-  The commf;n(:r!lla;:lt U
oA t.ls. siaze? executive to recor his  deluxe or any other cf?gkalso i
hnolog'y‘ axp; :}asreasxé iéngortant rolein - greetings and send tg hisagfefﬁi\ )
ighmried stgning: Nowadays, the selection of card:'
b G . 5 Ll
dre : cle-  design, the wording m oy
: fs by which we can reduce our vice versa. Just togav:i)(; r:ggsbg:gb?:r e
the ordinary tekphone ey QUM Brelngs car i
find a lot of minute del:ai(l):eBllll;ef(mg b sal? ry earner, s Soon as e gets his salge
o am Hne plagien create$ ry may plan his monthly budget. Generally bud:

the ~ gets are noted for their failure and inadequacy.

computer can also be used at taflor-
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esign and stitch according td the fami};rastﬁie“ﬁg
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Computers with new dimensions

HE need for and the value of

few. Defi ly, it should be made accessible to

cannot be overemphasised.
Acoord.ing tl?a an udage in Tt'anB
stands for Mathemaucs while

' 'Brmum

everybody and no doubt it is more ‘‘user-
friendly’’. The entire concept of education
needs to be revitalised through the hybrid use
ol‘ !.nwrnet It l:u_n very pav:ﬁrful tool

gure
"Bzhuthu" or letter stands for the alphabet. In
other words, the three Rs constitute the two
eyes of man. The present system of educntlan
in our counl:ry is Mﬂcaulayan in ori;

officials to run the Brmsﬁ admlnlmaﬂon of
India. Our educational system has not
changed much [rom the days of Macaulw

e g
haves end have-nots of the society. There can
be no two opinion about the value of
knowledge and training in lnteme: for people

Such a sive word
g ackage is useful for e nemh!sorher
ay-to-day life, for example sending
invitations to different people (i.e. .) mass
mailing.
The partici)
workshaeu w]

ants were taught to create
ch had a number of real time
s like : e monthly
mzrdget. Creaunia database containing

bzlonging to all walks of life
students,

The educanonal sector needs to make use
of this fscluty fu.lly unfettered by

Ever since we
have been trying to improve our syswm of
to suit our s an

objectives.

In the hile, the of ed
has also steadily widened. Just as certain
periods in the history of civilisation are called
“*The Stone Age", * The Bronze Age’’ etc. the
Modern Age has come to be recognised as the
“‘Computer Age'' or the ‘‘Computer Era’. There
is a wide range and variety of computers
suited for various purposes. The computer is
everywhere around us like the air. It is used
not only for reservation of tickets at airports,
railway and bus stations, but also in shops.
hotels, banks, offices even for medical

afnom of a complicated nature. A sailor in

ls able to correspond with hls people

at home
computer. A oompumﬂzed X-ray unit helps
the doctor to detect any abnormaly in the

child while still the mother's womb und
enables him to rectify the defect by passing a
particular ray.

For a teacher, the computer is very useful
to store the notes of lessons and the action
plan throughout the year for handling the
classes. All is due to r.heTtremendous

in the . An

with the hclp of computer, an advocate can
not only store data relating to his cases, but
also maintain a kind of personal diary
relating to judgments delivered at various
courts. In normal course, if an advocate
applies for a copy of a judgment delivered by
the Supreme Court, it may take several
months before he can get it. But with the
help of the Internet, advocates all over the
country can get the Supreme Court Judgment
almost simultaneously.

Very important old documents traced after
a laborious search in the Record Room of
Courts or in the Registrar's Office have to be
handled with extreme care, since the old
gaper would be brittle and l.lnble to be enslly

. In olden days. people

as the name of the
customers/ firms. sales summary in
departmental store, details of month.ly grocery
of their

of

le for the month.

1 the acﬂvit v

sent information from one place to
through birds. Later on. correspondence was

made mainly through letters. Today, believe it
or not, you have the faculty to send messages

abroad or anywhere in In lia a at :he cosl of a
1. With just a

local call

For these 1 they were d to
create various types of graphs (i.e.,) LINE,
BAR. PIE-CHART etc. The participants were
trained to create a data base to store large

of like ma;

PC and an Internet connection, you can
literally your future. If you pick up any
newspaper or magazine. you will always find
some reference to the Internet. It is the
ultimate tool for the home computer. To sum
up. we can say that our society depends on

mventory records ete. Some applications like
the list of

phone numbers in the same area code.

print the {\ one numbers for a particul:

name in the specified area, basic anthmenc
operaﬂons. pay bu.l preparation etc., have also
been ‘hey o learnt to generate

roken and d d. Such d
very well be preserved in a floppy.
Incidentally, it saves a lot of s
books in a public library like
Saraswathi Mahal can also be kept alive in
this way.

Internet

The latest and the greatest advance in the
Information Technology sector is the Internet.
The advent of computer has resulted in a
tremendous exposure of knowledge in the
modern world. Computer and knowledge
should not be a close preserve of the chosen

the Information Te many
of work and 1 life and it b
'y to be with
1s of to various

needs.
Summer camp

It is with this view the Shrimati Indira
Gandhi College, Tiruchirapalli organised last
November a short-term course on Computer
Applications for the housewives of
Tiruchirapalli and nearby places. The object
of the 10-day course was to create computer
awareness among housewives. The basic
course included training in Wordstar. Lotus
1.2.3 and Dbase. Using Wordstar. the text
was created in the memory of the computer.

reports for the abova said applications. These
inputs will enable them to check the
correction of the tele; hone bills. electricity bill
etc. The course also
ways like designing ﬂng cards taking the
design as well as 3D layout to build a house
of their imagination and forming a “cookery
directory’’ containing recipes of various items.
The housewives also had an exposu.re to

_ possible to design our own

course and the public demand
of the same couuep for other l.ombex'ﬂr e repemlon
year the SIGC organised a 15-day Twln
during the a:
Baalc cc‘:nurf)edz and an d
course inclu training in Foxpro 2 s MS
Office — MS Word, o%l. werpoint and

2 of simp] le c is
to tnxzplement graph.k:s On the uothzr hand

(GU'I) which means that anybod;
use of picture Icons present, to
so that user interaction increases.

The GUI environment which makes user
friendliness easier can be very well
appreciated by the excellent performance of

the hnndlcnppgd hcgu}dren of Jerico. 2

rural children of the elementary school of
Mudalalpatﬂ village., where ‘‘Computer
Awareness’’ camps were held recently. The
children could locate rivers. vegsmﬂon.
identify the flags of different and use
many other applications in Wmdows
Environment. proves that even a student
studying in II Std or any interested person, for
that matter, will be able to work in Windows.

The trainees were exposed to MS Word, a
powerfu.l word essing packnge that

luded sever ol‘
fonts an 1 The
EXCEL ena‘izled the user to move quickly fx'om
one application to another for result analysis.
Using Powerpoint, they designed their own

pictures, or texts with difierent shading of

colours They created their own slides and
handouts. By setting the timer, it can be used
for children for Quiz or n, to prepare a
catalogue of recipes and designs etc. =

CorelDraw provides a freechand drawing
using which one can draw designs for sarees.
T-shirts. a variety of Kolams etc. It is
etings and
invitation cards with more than 1000 stylish
fonts. This is one of the few drawing packages
that enabled “Word Art” in various forms like
arch, zig-zag etc.

The use of will
design and modify it according to ou.r taste
(shape. colour etc.) The most notable I‘entuxe
of these courses was that the participan
fixed their feet firmly on the first day luelf at
the Computer Centre! Various contests were
also heldp to test their aptitude, etc. An
was

conducwf 'I'he stress was on practicals and
personal handliig of computers.
“Learn cor-.“-ter or perish’ can very well

b f the modern world. The
T slogan; 5 in the field of

can make
w pictures

multimedia. As many as 100 h

d )

Ini -mn'r hnol mdlnthc

(from 22 year old to 66 year old

took part in the course. The par
luded a few PG
S.S.L.C students.

Inr to their

and

for an

fascmatmg sub’ecl. of stu;y ln the modem
context.
Dr. K. Meena



Computer-aided educational
programme for disabled

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAL Aug 8.

The Rajiv Gandhi Foundation (RGF) and NIIT,
have come together to implement a computer-
aided educational programme that will cover an
estimated 20,000 severely disabled children
countrywide.

The “Computer Aided Teaching and Rehabil-
itation of the Disabled” (CATERED) project. de-
veloped jointly by the RGE NIIT and the Spastics
Society of Tamil Nadu (SPASTN), had been im-
plemented successfully at SPASTN. covering
500 spastic children, Mr.Javed Abidi, RGF’s Pro-
gramme Olficer of the Disabled. told pressper-
sons here on Friday.

The project, launched on August 20, 1995,
commemorating the 31st birth anniversary of
the Rajiv Gandhi, involved development of a spe-
cial education software based on “I- write”
package of NIIT.

The software enabled teachers to enter educa-
tional courseware into the system for its easy
usage by the severely disabled. Instruction
manuals and teacher training have been includ-
ed together with the monitoring and manage-
ment support facilities to achieve success.

Mr.Abidi and Mr.D. Krishna Rao, Media Ad-

viser of the RGF, said the total cost of the two-
year project was Rs.17 lakhs. As per the agree-
ment entered into then, the RGF funded the cost
of the hardware and research to the tune of Rs.6
lakhs; NIIT met the cost of the software and
providing training to the computer staff of the
SPASTN to the extent of Rs.6 lakhs, and SPASTN
took care of all the local expenses. salaries for
the computer programmers and the annual
maintenance cost accruing to Rs.5 lakhs.

The computer-aided interactive learning envi-
ronment process had made imparting education
to the severely disabled a “fun loving exercise”
at the SPASTN, said Prof.].R. Isaac, Advisor, NI-
IT, New Delhi. The software package had proved
beyond doubt that the disabled did not lag be-
hind in not only using computers but also in
applying the hi-tech software.

NIIT, he said. would also write to the Uni-
versity Grants Commission (UGC) and make a
detailed presentation to the principals and direc-
tors of institutions such as SPASTN for early
implementation of the programme.

Mrs.Aloka Guha, Director of SPASTN, said the
computer-aided teaching and rehabilitation of
the disabled programme opened new vistas in
imparting education to the disabled.
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Keen on learning cmputer skills.

Bringing them
to the IT world

ROM CLEANING the
dining table ar a hotel to
handling the mouse at
the computer table,
these rehabilitated child labour-
ers in Tiruchl have come a long
way. Tiruchi district has been a
forerunner in not just rehabilita-
tion but also empowermenst of
liberated child labourers.

One of the measures towards
betterment of their life was ex-
posing them to information
technology,

Overcoming several odds, the
tutors at the Shrimati Indira
Gandhi College have done a
commendable job in creating an
abiding interest in the world of
computers among the 35 chil-
dren assigned to them under the
training programme.

The SIGC is extending the
technical support in training the
students in its facilities, apart
from providing a training
manual for each of the students
to help them retain and build on
whar they had learnt.

The month-long training pro-
gramme, conducted jointly by
the district administration and
the SIGC under the aegis of the

Child Labour Elimination and
Effective Rehabilitation Society
(CHEERS), has helped the 35
children including 25 girls get an
exposure in some packages in-
cluding MS Office and MS Word,
useful in acquiring practical
knowledge.

The SIGC principal, K. Meena,
who personally took care of the
whole course, says with pride
that the children are ready to use
packages such as MS Office,
Word, Excel and Powerpoint,
and amazingly the children have
indeed gained preliminary
knowledge in their applications.

The children are enjoying
new-found joy in giving shape to
their imaginations through in-
serting clips and pictures, prep-
aration of greeting cards, test
manipulation, worksheet and
chart preparations.

"The ease with which they
navigate through the menu
stands testimony to their in-
creased self-confidence and that
is the success of the training pro-
gramme” says the Collector, K,
Manivasan.

By L. Renganathan,
Phato: R.M. Rajarathinam.,



IT 1s now within
their reach

ONE ARE the days

when computer

remained a

treasured possession
of a select few in big towns.
Also consigned to the annals
of history is the concept that
it can be taught only in
classrooms.

In keeping with the spirit of
the changed scenario Shrimati
Indira Gandhi College,
Tiruchi, rolled out an
‘Information Technology on
Wheels” show at a rural €
school recently.

Shattering the common
belief, afloat until recently,
that the information
technology revolution had not
percolated down to the rural
masses, the SIGC has
embarked on a mission,
harnessing the potential of its
NSS unit cadres in association
with the Computer Science
and Applications department
and the Computer Awareness
Society. Thus was born the
‘Information Technology on
Wheels’ concept.

The Collector, K.
Manivasan, flagged off the
mobile show at the Rajah
Aided Primary School,
Bikshandar Koil recently.

“The twin aim of the
programme is creating an
awareness of computers
among rural school children
and reaching out to members

A beginning...

of women self-help groups,”
says the SIGC principal, K.
Meena.

The programme would help
rural school children grasp
the efficacy of computer
education and the
significance of information
and communication
technology. It would guide
the SHGs especially in areas
such as product potential,
marketing, training, etc.

For the SIGC, this is not the
first time. It has associated
itself with numerous
computer training
programmes for different
sections of society, jointly
with the Tiruchi district
administration, the Computer
Society of india, the Internet
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Users’ Club, etc. Housewives,
Adi Dravida school teachers,
Collectorate staff, panchayat
unions and police department
have been provided computer
training on the college
premises.

Two computer-training
assignments, taken up by the
SIGC, have really left,an
indelible mark on the society.
First, the month-long
computer-training programme
for the child labour special
school children under the
National Child Labour
Eradication Project and the
other, an inclusive education
for the differently-abled
children.

From L. Renganathan
in Tiruchi.



The present age is known aptly as the age of
Information Technology. Spectacular changes have
been brought about in all aspects of human life by LT.
All our efforts should be taken to spread the LT.
knowledge and applications to the remotest parts of
the state and the Country.
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Creation of Computer Awareness for the School
Children in Rural Areas :

* Serving the needs of Children’s education.
* Highlighting the importance of Computer Education

* Making them understand the basic concepts of
computers

* Making them understand the significance of Information
Technology & Communication Technology.

% Enabling them to know the recent technologies related to
computers.

* Acquainting them with Job Opportunities.

Launching Computer Awareness to Self - Help

Groups of Women

* Creating Social Awareness among women
Imparting the significance of Women’s Education
Highlighting the importance of Computer Education

Shaping them to face the environmental challenges.

* % ot %

Motivating them to come out of their ignorance and fixed
mindset.

* Making them take their own decisions.

* Exploring employment potential & Marketing their
products.

* Training the Trainees.

* Improving their quality of life.
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